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POPULAR TRADITIONS 



Amoko thoBe modem German wihen, ao justly 
enk^ized by Madame de Stael,t foi theii anxiety in 
inveatigating and preserring the literary reliques of 
their country, we shall first touch upon the labors of 
the above author. These it would appear, were some 
of the earliest instjtuted during the last century, which 
afforded an example for researches of a similar kind. 
They were speedily followed by other efforts of congenial 
spirits, whose veneration for their national bterature 
and antiquitjei baa rendered their names so popular 
at the present period ; by those of Gottschalck of 
Biiscbing, and of the Brothers Grimm. 

In the collections of the latter authors, frequent 
reference occurs to the stories contained in the work 
of Otmar, who as a foremost gleaner in this wide and 

* Folks-iagen, Nacheiiliählt Von Otmar, with Plates, Biemea, 

1 800. Hia leal name «as Nachtigal. 
f See bei German;, Vol. IL. Ch^. Nnels. 
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4 POPULAR TKADITIOHS. 

fertile field, has enriched his p^es with some of the 
boldest and most characteristic features of the " Olden 
Times." ScYeral of them, indeed, have been borrowed 
and imitated by succeeding writers, (few equalled or 
improved) in their different collections, and present 
us with subjects of a very striking and diversified 
class — convivial, chivalric, terrific, and amusing. 
Specimens of all of these are to he met with in the 
following selections. In truth, no coUectioa of po- 
pular stories better deserves to form the ground-work 
of a succession of national traditions and tales, such 
as is here proposed, embracing, as it does, a space of 
four centuries, (from 1200 to 1600) and, for the most 
part, boasting the merit of oral and local communi- 
cation, received upon and referred to the peculiar 
traditionary site, by the relater's own industry and 
perseverance. 

" The popular stories here offered to my country- 
men," observes the collector, " are not the effusions of 
fancy, not mere historic remnants of the manners of 
the Middle Ages adapted to garnish a modem ro- 
mance, often founded only upon some current tra- ■ 
dition of little worth. They are real tales of the 
people, collected among them with much care, as 
they were fast dropping mto oblivion, and are here 
narrated in the most simple and faithful language." 
-Preface, p. iv. 

'' Simple and unimportant as the subject may at 
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first appear, it will be found upon a nearer view, well 
worth the attention of philosophical and historical 
inquirers. All genuine popular tales, arranged with 
local and national reference, cannot fail to throw 
light upon contemporary events in history, upon the 
progressive cultivation of society, and upon the pre- 
T^ling modes of thinking in every age. Though not 
consisting of a recital of bare facts, they aie in most 
instances, founded upon fact, and in so far connected 
with history, which occasionally indeed borrows from, 
and as of^n reflects light upon, these familiar'an- 
nals— these more private and interesting casualties 
of human Ufe. Their poetical origin, frequently a 
corruption of the old ballad, does not impugn their 
veracity; inasmuch as the earliest history and the 
laws of nations themselves are known to hare been 
first recorded in poetry. Hence heroic poems, Üie 
earliest annals of a country's glory, will be found 
the most frequent store-house of the national tale 
and the ballad; the lUad, the Edda, and the Nte- 
belungen, having equally given birth to prose fiction 
founded upon facts borrowed from poetry and in- 
finitely diversified. 

" The popular tale, may, therefore, be most aptly 
illustrated, by terming it the memory of some event 
preserved in its contemporary character and ideas, 
though divested of its native poetical ornaments. In 
this form, its earliest origin and ramifications in 



;,. Google 



POPULAH tra: 



diffwent countries, ^wing gntdually more obecuie, 
it af^aÜD furniBhes materials for the poet or the his- 
torian, aa appears sufficiently evident firom Greek 
and Romaa history, no less from thdr my&ological 
outset, than from scenes and events recorded by their 
subsequent historians, by Thucydides and by Livy. 

" It is thus that popular tradition, connected with 
all that is most interesting in human history and hu- 
man action, upon a national scale, a mirror reflecting 
the people's past worth and wisdom, invariably 
possesses so deep a hold upon its affections, and offers 
so many instructive hints to the man of the wodd, to 
the statesman, the citizen and the peasant. 

" The voice of the people is heard in deep and 
eunest discourse ; its peculiar features and dispodtioa 
are strongly marlced ; here it is dissolved in unaffected 
tenderness, there it rises into ferocity or borders upon 
despair. Somettmes it accosts us in joyous and play- 
ful tones, at others it is as Utter and satirical *, now 
it bursts like a torrent against its feudal oppressors, 
and again subsides into serviUty, wretchedness and 
craft. Often it groans under the united weight of 
superstition and of chains; again looks out on nature 
with a more clear and cheerful eye, presenting us 
with coi^;enial pictures of rural festivity and repose. 

" Signs of apt^oaching changes, no less in mMUtere 
than in statesr may likewUe be traced, floating down 
this popular current of opinions, fertiliiiog the «eeds 
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scattered by a post generatioh, and mailing by its 
abbs snd floifs the etat« of the pcditical atmosphere, 
and the distant gathering oi the slonn. 

"National traditions farther serrc to throw light 
npou ancient add modem mythology, and in many 
instances they are known to preserve traces of their 
fabulous descent, as will clearly appeal in soihe of 
the following selections. It is the same wifh those 
of all nations, whether of eastern or westehi origin; 
Oteek, Scythian, or Kamtschatkan. And bence 
among every people just emeiged out of a state of 
barbarism, the Same Causes lead to the production of 
similar compositions, and a chain of connection is 
thus established between the fables of diSerent na- 
tions, bnly varied by clime and custom, sufficient to 
prove not merely a degree of harmony, but secret in- 
terdianges and communications. 

" And though it be impossible to trace their course, 
it is certain that a variety of popular sayings and 
traditions early Spread over different countries, where 
they became tiatunilized, and have been considered 
as national for centuries. Others, which are piirely 
80, have on the other hand, been confined to a nar- 
rower sphere, and are generally of an inferior cha- 
raotK, foiling as it were in the strengUi of }HDi(m, to 
»at beyond their native boundaries, boasting less of 
diat mercurial spirit which gives wings to more golden 
thoughts. The choicest productions, indeed, may 
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thus be Baid to become the property of various na-» 
tions ; they travel far, every vhere claim a home, and 
«eem to lose their origin in the miats of antiquity. 

" Not BO, however, with the more local spiritual 
vrorid of water-fairies, of dwarfs, of wild hunterB, and 
of were-wolves» with a long B[^iallmg lUt of robber- 
knights, who cast more gigantic shadows as their 
sun went down ; all of whom, as if spell-bound, con- 
tinue to haunt the native spots and solitary places 
assigned to them by immemorial tradition. Obedient 
to the same superstitions that embodied and com- 
memorated them, they seem to refuse, with a sort of 
national partiality to wander far ftom their appointed 
walks, to "pass the nocturnal pale," or to become 
domesticated in foreign r^ons." Preface, pp. 10-11. 

These, thoi^h not abstractedly the most excel- 
ent, are some of the most favorite and valuable tra- 
ditions belonging to Germany. They do not, indeed, 
like others, tend to illustrate the history and migra- 
tions of different people, they disturb not the cavemed 
slumbeis of the great Barbarossa, nor consecrate Char- 
lemagne's holy crusades gainst the Saxons. They 
are the pecuhar heritage of certain districts ; they 
exhibit many beneficent and even humourous traits ; 

■ A pecnliu, but well-known ipodes of wolf; in Otrntay,' 
(mi eliewheie) wbicli MnuneB tlu hmnui akip«, in order ta 
gua wceu to uid prej npon the fold. Veibi gntü — tlie modem 
id of France and Spun. — £o. 
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thieir agency is for good as well as for evil ; and in so 
&T they differ from the sterner character of theold 
nralheni legends, and from other branches of the Scan- 
dinaviauj Danish, Scotch, and Irish, all of whose invi- 
sible Events are gifted v/'oh little benerolence and less 
mirth. Their appearance almost invariably announces 
fatal events ; they have all a funereal aspect ; they 
come to alarm and prepare us ; and they are all seen 
by a species of second sight that bodes no body any 
food. They are not half allied to na like the German 
dwarfs and fairies, or the stilt more sociable house 
goblins ; they are not even like Sbakspeare's ' and 
Milton's more fanciful world of spirits : but dim dis- 
embodied essences whose proportions we cannot 
measure; real ghosts, demons, giaUts, sorcerers, and 
ugly Scotch dwarfs, who surprize us among hills of 
mist, or beside the solitary tarn where the water-spirit 
coaches in wait for her prey. 

"Thus," as it is justly observed by the writer before 
us, " popular traditions take their color from the aspect 
and character of the country. Amidst deep dark 
woods, impervious to the sun's rays, upon solitary 
heaths, and wild waste marshes, whose floating mists 
darken the face of the sky, and cast a gloom over 
the eye and over the soul, must we not expect to 
find the pictures there delineated alike stem and 
mooraful t So the secret caverns, the dizzy preci- 
pices, and the frowning ruins of the robber castles» 
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fiU the miads of the Deig;hbouting peo^ vitb mw- 
dei and witb awe. For here were the diead vyste- 
lious oracles heard of old, at whose vojce a temple of 
hiuoaa bones rose, for a sacrifice, into the tur, and 
jNieEts hastened to immolate thouaands of their Ive- 
thren, as their gods thirsted afresh for their victims' 
blood. 

" What must be the character of a people's tia^' 
tiooB, whose earliest festivals consisted in vioteoce and 
bloodshad ; whose succeeding centuries pawed in a 
series of mutual wrongs and oppressions, continnad 
down to a period when their children, yet alive, le- 
Gollect the accounts given by their grandares, of 
fierce wolves and bears entering the houses and tetU' 
iog the mother, or the babe ftom the mother's arms ; 
or of the descent of the robbers from their mountain 
casÜe! 

" What a contrast here ofiers itself to the rich 
sunny sky, well-peopled cities, and fertile fields; 
9&euns and groves and gardens, fit residence for the 
gods ! Here, a joyful feeling communicates itself, as 
if tor breathing through the heavens, air and earth ; 
and must not such a clime give birth to pictures of 
human nature, of natura agencies and natural scenery, 
of like fervid and animated colors? Will not glad- 
ness and happy fancies, and good humor, mingle 
largely with the favorite traditions of such a country, 
and are not such the fictions of Italy ? 
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*' Yet tliia tbeir iiMiHal aspect it modified 1^ a 
Irariety of circumstances; the imprarameiit (» the de- 
dine of society, diSerent ^vemment, wan and coik- 
inerce, gradually fonaii^ a new pet^le, and arraying 
their ancient traditions in anew dress. At one period, 
those of Italy bore a more striking resemblance to 
vhat the fictions of northern nations now are ; they 
wero fieice and wiM and gloomy as the human bein^, 
the woods and mountains of the country, t^at gan 
them a " local habitation and a name." Hence the 
popidai traditions of the Minotajtr, the Fawns, the 
hearen-scaling Giants, and of passionate rapacious 
gods, who seduced women, ravaged countries, and 
called for human sacrifices, at the hands of Pelops 
and of (Edipus. Such too is the origin of dread 
Medea; of Circe and of Titan, no less than of the 
giant and robber-queller, Hercules, the Furies and 
the Harpies, the robber-scaring Pan, with the whole 
mythological race of thieves, of godlike men and of 
humandeities." — Preface, pp. 21-2. 

And no where is this variation in the tone and 
coloring of ancient traditions, more observable than 
in Germany. Many have assumed a more mild and 
cheerAd character with the progressive cultivation of 
the people ; affording a richer variety, in every branch, 
for specimens of their traditionary narratives. Such 
as we have here offered from the collection before us, 
will be found, we trust, both of an amusing and di- 
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veiüfied character, and dnretted <rf some of Ae more 
beary and voluminous commentaries and diesertatioaB 
of purely naticmal application, with wbieh, Uke most 
otiiers of the kind, tix ori^al work (at least to the 
eye of an English novel-ieader) is sadly overladen, 

As the drat of a series, holding forth an example 
to succeeding collectora, most of whom hare diawn 
lai^ly from its stOTes, we have here entered more 
at length into the subject than we propose to do in 
suhsequent specimens ; in which, however, we ahafl 
always faithfully adhere to the views and iUustratioiiB 
afforded by the respective collectors. 
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SODTH SIDE OF THE HARTZ MOUTTTAIM. 
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THE CHUBCH DOOB. 

Count Ernest of Klettenberg,* once rode at 
speed upon a fine Sunday morning;, not to church, 
but to meet a large convivial party, assembled at 
Elrick. A number of knights had been invited ; for 

* Most piabab[; the aame Doble kijiglit wboae monomenl u 
i)iBwQ in the monasterj church tit Walkeuieid. It ü placed ia a 
kneeling poütion, in the act of prayer, daubttesa aa an expiation 
lor erroTfl and offeaceB, Bimilaj ta that recorded againat him in 
iLa above tradiüOD ; thongh not in the tenor afths following one. 
" At the close of the ware with the tenants, during; -rrhich the 
m«iaatetj of WalhenieiJ, among many others, was destroyed ; 
the knight ordered all the rebels in his district who could be 
taken, to be brought to the large pond neai Schiednngeo. in 
order to receive judgment. Most of their judges were of opi- 
nion that they ought to be immediately eieculed ; with (be ex- 
ception of Counsellor Wiegmanahausen, who declared in 
itvar of a penalty in money, which the Count adopted, and by 
vbich he lepleniabed hU eihausted Giumcea. He thus secoied 
die double object of Having his tenants' hies and of receiving 
three gold [deces a-bead from ever; poasant." 



;,. Google 



16 POP0LAB TRADITIOHS. 

it was a hard diinlcmg match, and a golden chain 
was the prize for him who could stand up last, to 
decorate himself with its honors. Many hours did 
these wine-proof knighta remain unvanquished, until 
victoiy finally began to shew itself less doubtful, 
and first one and then another champion fell under 
the irresistible strength of the mighty goblets, amidst 
the triumphant laugh of stouter revellers, and were 
borne from the sc^ie of action. At length, there 
were only four champions left to contend with each 
other, all noble ; and nobly did they maintain their 
ground. Three of them, however, were obliged to 
support themselves against the wainscot, and con- 
gratulated themselves that they were still able to 
guide the cup to their trembling lips. But Ernest of 
Klettenberg stood bolt upright upon hia feet, and 
victoriously snatching the gold chain, which lay upon 
the table, he shook it high in air, and hung it round 
his neck.* 

In order to exhibit himself, as sole victor over all 

* As an apt illgstiatioa of tbis dhnking portj, I may here 
cite a passage from Beckei'i HUtorj of the Giaod Magier in 
Prusida, ]T98, In the year 13S1, the Grand MMterWlnrieh of 
Kniprode celebrated bla mBtalmeiiL To thi? festival each guest 
waa expected to bring a silver basin with eight flasks, each of 
which ha was boimd to empty at a single draught. The stoat 
toper, Guy of BasBenheim, etoplied the spacionB basin, three 
times full, at a draught, and was immediately nominated by Iha 
Grand Master one of the castle chieftaias for his piDwesa. 
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his competitors, he walked as he could, out of the 
lOom, and ordered his horse to be saddled. Four 
grooms succeeded ia placing him on the saddle, to 
lade through the crowd of eager spectators, still ga- 
thering more and more numerous about him, and 
proceed tomirds his own domain of Klettenbei^. 

As he rode apace through the" suburbs, he heaid 
the good priests ringing for vespers, and as he got 
nearer, they were singing hymns to the Holy Virgin. 
It was in the church of St. Nicholas, and in his con- 
fusion, the good knight rode through the gates, and 
away through the open church doors, till he arrived 
opposite the altar, before the whole congregation. 
The hymn of devotion suddenly ceased, and was con- 
verted into a cry of terror and surprise. But on rode 
Count Ernest, as if nothing unusual had occurred; 
though his crime was not long suffered to go un- 
punished. For spurring onwards up the steps of the 
altar, behold a miracle ! ihe horse's four shoes fell 
from his feet, and down he sunk, deeper and deeper, 
vith hiB sacrilegious rider — doubtless into the infernal 
pdph. 

As an eternal warning and memorial of Ütls event, 
the four horse-shoes were nailed fast to the church 
door, where they long remained, and were admired 
for ages, no less on accourrt of their immense size, 
than for the dreadful tradition connected with them.* 

* In the foiegoiDf stoTjf, the English reader cannot ttU ia 
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OTMAR. 

JACOB HIIIHlBHIlCBTIKI'i OB IICOB Of TBI BOWL. 

Jacob, spite of hie name, was once a tight and tidy 
thriving nistic, who floumhed in a small h&mlet of 
Thiuinfen, possessed of an ioheritance thtt had gone 
down fiom father to son, through a long line of 
ancient villagers. Stout and well built a£ a castle 
wall, of iireproachaUe reputation, quiet, husbandly, 
and laborious, he w&s loved and reHpected by aO 
hig neighbouTB, until a fearful reverse came aero» 
bim, and no robber knight was ever so dreaded as 
he. Bj the oppression of the young Lord Guy, ft 
second Nebuchadnezzar in his way, he was driven 
from house and field, and from a friendly open- 
hearted landsman, became a wild, drinking, swear- 
ing and tearing tyke ; finally a fierce avenger of hin 
wrongs, who steeped his hands in blood. His ad- 
Tentores will afford all ranks of people an instructive 
less(Hi. 

One day as the industrious Jacob was yoking hia 
corn-waggon for the last time, to go to field, be 
heard his great house-dog Fackan (Hold-fast) a 
very trusty and serviceable hound, barking violei^y 

b« strongly leminded of Ihe celebrated Scotch drinking Bong o! 
Bonu, ontitled the " Whiilie," (bonded likewise open northem 
tiaditioD, with the difference, in tldi mstasce, that the prise 
contended fbi i> a gold chun. — £d. 
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IQ the road. He hastened out, with a <»idgel in hü 
hand, and saw his noble dog sinkii^ uudei the gripe 
of two others as large as himself, until Jacob 
snüting them hard with his staff, his own dog fought 
himself loose, and even boldly pursued his enemies. 
But in the same instant appeared the young Lord 
Guy, with a whole pack of hounds and a number of 
followers, all swarming round him, just as his cruel 
sei^bour Maria shouted to Jacob to take care, and 
then infonning his lord that be was pursuing the 
äagi, bestowed her malediction upon the whole race 
oi boon- The inoffensive Jacob was surrounded, and 
cruelly beaten for having driven off the hounds. 
AAec this he was dragged half dead to the castle 
of the savage man, who inflicted the jNret«nded 
punishment vrith his own hands : the castle was si- 
tuated in the woods, about a mile from the vill^ie, 
bdofiging also to this hunting lord. 

It was in the time of the club laws, when the 
too powerful knighta, taking advantage of the im- 
poteqce of their princes, acknowledged no laws, loudly 
proclaiming their rights but never their duties, while 
the oppreased tenant obtained no kind of right, which 
was thus monopolized by the landlord. As bcrndsman 
and a reaponsibte character, the latter was courted 
and respected by the real possessors of the soil, and 
could do any thing with the poor rustics at [Measure. 
Accordingly Jacob's case was heard, and cran- 
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miserated by none; none undertook his defence; 
and five months he continued to languish in prison, 
a prey to cold, hunger, and vermin. His dungeon 
was called the hound-lock, though thus appropria' 
ted to human wretchedness ; a piece of mouldy bread 
was the highest hap{Hness it afforded. 

Yet worse than all this were the insults of the 
knaves who caught the contagious example set them 
by their master. To these were added the tntter and 
heartless jibes and mockery of the knight's only 
daughter, the vain and haughty Catherine. She 
was thus the favourite of her father, rode with him 
every day to the chase; and whenever she came 
opposite to Jacob's dungeon, which had a small 
grated window in the iron door, to admit air and food, 
she encouraged one of the fiercest hounds to run at 
the prisoner, as he stood at the door, inquiring with 
an insulting laugh, seconded by Lord Quy himself, 
" If the hound wished to drive the hounds away ?" 
Alluding doubtless to Jacob's pursuit of the lord's 
two hounds with his dc^, at the time he was secured. 
Often too, she would ask him how he would like to 
liave such a lady for his wife, or for his son's, as they 
seemed to think the poor Maria hardly good enough ; 
besides many other sarcasms equally unbecoming her 
sex and youth. 

Jacob bit his lips, and said nothing, only once 
when she direatened to have him cast down the 
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precipice' round the castle, in order not to deprive 
(he hounds' of their bietid, he fdt a audden transpcHt 
of indignant revenge, and vowed to break Ms prison- 
houae, feeble, naked,, and worn down as be was. 
On a atonny night, towai'da the end of winter, he firet 
began to make an attempt upon the old, and in 
some part, dilapidated waOs, which by repeated and 
inceasaat exertion at length gave way. He crept 
through the opening on his hands and knees, with 
much difficulty cleared the castle ditch, which was 
coverod with ice; and at length found himself free. 

But whither to turn his steps I there was no 
magistrate to whom he could apply for refuge from 
.the oppressor, who.would redress his wrongs; there 
was DO justice for such as he. His only chance of 
: escaping, from the vengeance of l^rd Ouy and his 
.haughty daughter, lay in speedy flight, far from his 
paternal village; for he fancied he saw streaks of 
l^t, and heard shouts and the baying of the 
hounds in pursuit of him.. Years must pass over 
his head, .ere he ventured to indulge the thought of 
returning to lös home, when the vengeance of the 
savage lord should be laid asleep, or he himself laid 
asleep with his fathers. 

. He could not, however, resist his desire to behold 
for the last time, his once loved home, his wife, and 
his two sons, both stout young men, of whom he 
had not beard a word, during his long captivity. 
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He should weep and rejoice with them over hb 
wrongs and over his escape ; he should warm his 
stiffened limbs in a human dwelling ; clothe himself in 
clean garments, and then armed with a single bear 
spear, fly to the forest. 

Guided only by the lig^t of the moon, he 
speedily reached the village, and in a few minutes 
stood with beating heart before his own fields, 
but heard neither the baying of his faithful hound, 
in reply to his calls, nor the sound of a human 
voice. He cleared the hedge in an agony of tm- 
' patience ; ran forward, found his house door open, 
but neither wife, nor sons, nor any living thing to 
welcome him. AU was empty and deserted, chair, 
bed, and table, there were none ; only the bare cold 
walls falling to pieces. Jacob shuddered, struck his 
forehead, and then threw himself upon the ground, 
where he lay buried in thoughts of agony and re- 
venge for some hours. At length the bitter cdd, 
and gleams of coming day, aroused him. He shook 
himself, doubting whether he still existed. He felt 
all round the walls, as if to ascertain that it was 
really his own dwelling. Almost frozen to death, 
he had nearly fallen as he again attempted to 
walk. With tottering steps he passed his deserted 
door, his garden, his httle field, away into the opeK 
waste of the wide world before him. 

Now he heard the well known voice of the village 
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watdunttD, cryiag cne ; and the Sret beam of hope 
lighted up his couDteaance. He heard the baying 
of dogs, and soon he distinguiihed tliftt of his 
own faithful Hold-fast. Jacob whiBtted; and soon 
the dc^ came bounding to his side, whining with de- 
light at this sudden appeanuice<^ his master. Jacob 
caresBed his old half-starved companion, and hastened 
with bolder step to gain the mountain', for he- was 
BO loDger quite alone, his faitfafol dog would not 
desert him. 

Before Bua-rise, healready found himself in a wild, 
secluded spot, where he discovered a still more secret 
and secluded cavern, at the foot of Rothenburg, upon 
the Kyfiliausen hills, already familiar to him, before 
his captivity, even from his boyish years, for their 
hiding places. It was now day, and Jacob stretched 
his weary limbs to warm them in the sun, and for 
the first time during seven months beheld the trees 
and fields under the refreshing light of heaven. 

Soon the pangs of hunger assailed him, and his 
poor dog looked up in his face wistfully. By chance 
he cast bu eye upon an old mendicant, winding his 
way down the hill-side into the road, apparently with 
a well-filled wallet. Jacob had never solicited bread 
in his life, though he had often distributed it to 
others ; but now he hastened with his d(^ down the 
mountain. He found the old beggar-man lying 
down <m the road side, bailed him, and intreated he 
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m^ht have a piece of bread, foi his dog and for him- 
self. The beggar tunied hia head round at his 
voice, and in his features Jacob recognized with 
more than a father's delight, his oldest son, near 
five and twenty years of age. Both gave a shout of 
triumph at the same moment ; they had met in spite 
of the malice and oppression of their enemy. 

Jacob first gave his dog to eat, then devoured a 
few mouthfuls in silence; drank sparingly from the 
proSered flask, and beckoned his sop, without speak- 
ing, to accompany him back to his cave. Yet he 
greedily listened to every thing his son said, and on 
reaching the spot learned the fiill extent of his mis- 
fortunes. 

Only a few hours after Jacob's capture, Lord 
Guy's overseers entered his house, and drove out his 
wife and sons, scaroely permitting them to take with 
them enough to shield them from the weather. An 
envious neighbour possessed himself of his httle 
ground, one who had formerly been his lordship's 
groom, and was engaged to marry one of the village 
girls named Maria. But Lord Guy, out of his mere 
tyrannical pleasure, resolved that Jacob's son, who 
was attached to one of the loveliest and most virtuous 
maidens in the village, should wed the girl he did 
not hke ; Jacob's avowed enemy, by whose family she 
supposed herself slighted. And on Jacob's capture 
she was permitted to seize his cora and goods, as a 
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penalty for the loid'a bounds, that had been bitten 
by Holdfast. On the foUo^nsg day, as the .proud 
lord's daughter, Catberme, rode thiough the hamlet, 
■he took a fiendish pleasure in pennittii^ her minions 
every licence and ill usage towards Jacob's wife, 
and bis son's intended bride. " Both fell victims, " 
continued Jacob's son, bitii^ his iips till the Mood 
^)Tuiig,"to OUT fierce malignant destroyers; my 
mother died three days a^^r you disappeared, and 
my — my — " he could not pronounce her name, he 
drew his hand oter his eyes, he gasped for breath ; 
" she too followed her within, two months after- 
wards to the grave. My brother Kurt has enlisted 
in a troop of lancers ) but my enemies were nearer 
at hand, and 1 turned heggai." 

Jacob stated and groaned as his son brought thin 
sad atory to an end ; he threw himself on the ground, 
gnashed his teeth, but spoke not. Again he rose and 
gazed wildly round, cursed lord Guy and all hta race 
in bis secret heart, but could not speak. 

AbsOTfoed in thought, he at first determined to 
take his own life, which the next moment became 
dear to him in flie hope of revenge. Days were spent 
thus, for his despair was yet too strong to permit him 
to decide upon any prudent plan, though he awore 
that his revenge should be dreadful. 

In the mean time, Friede wa^ employed in heg- 
ffug I and one day he retnmed with an account that 
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lord Guy and his fbUoweiB were all ap ia cbaae of 
them ; that their cave was no longer safe, for that 
their enemy had swom to beat up all Rottenberg, 
and the Kyffhiuser hills on the following morning. 
This roused Jacob ; and ere nightfall, he was on his 
way with his son and dc^ towanls the BtQl daiker 
and deeper fastnesses of the Hartz, near Stoltberg ; 
and thence in a few days he pushed forward into the 
thick, and then impenetrable mass of wooda by Lora. 
Here, after long wanderings, be fixed upon a safe 
abode which might defy whole years of painful pur- 
suit and researches on the port of their enemy. 

Between the mountain heights of Lora, and the 
solitary hamlets of Wflllferoda and Lollstädt, there 
lies, surrounded by dark thickets, and ovei^rown with 
thorns, a deep rocky glen, on either side of which, 
there opens fr^htful precipices, where none but the 
experienced guide dare venture to pass over the nar- 
row ledge which separates them. At the other end 
of the fell, he found a steep cliff, upon reaching the 
summit of which with difficulty, there appeared two 
Bpacioufl cavities, through which was a passage of some 
feet wide, communicating with another line of rocks 
below. The remote part of this secret defile, opened 
upon a wide chasm thick grown with bushes, on one 
aide of which was the entrance to a smaller cavity 
leadii^ to another larger cave. These last were then 
unknown, even to the oldest inhalMtants «f the difr- 
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trict of Lora i and tfte foot of man ha« since rarely 
nntttred to enter ^ir defiles, t^ogh ale meuntaän 
is now less wild and woody, and the paths ntoft ap- 
parent tban of old. 

Here Jacob resolved to take up his abode, hither 
his son Friede brought their daily provisions, tooUr of 
rsrions kinds,- and new clothing. His lather in the 
mean time, broke in Holdfast to his new destination ; 
beared a footpath along the ridges of the cliff, and 
beamed of revenge. Curses on the tyrant Guy ! wa* 
his wakening thought ; curses on all these castle m- 
lers who trample theu: tenants nnder die com they 
grow ! was hts sok evening prayer. He was long at 
a:lbes how to frame his scheme of vengeance ; yet he 
persevered smd cast about on all sides for further as- 
sistance to promote it. If he slackened, an inward 
voice seemed to rouse him afresh, in äie name of all 
the wrongs perpetrated upon his wife and children, 
and he often added fitel to his fire, by drinking. His 
son was ever wdcomed when he returned witii the 
strongest liquors, and he entreated him to bring more 
to hoard up agtunst their future wants. And Friede 
continued to beg from house to house, often obtaining 
wine or brandy from the more charitable, on üie pl^ 
of providing medicine for a sick fkther, who was sink- 
ing- fast undCT a lingning disorder In a wretched 
hotd in thevroods. But as Friede so frequently pre- 
ferred the same prayer in behalf of strong liqacars ftir 
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his aged father, the neighbouring peo[de atkngth 
christened the invisible old be^ai by the name of . 
NJmraeniftchtem,Old Swül-Bowl. 

When Jacob found that he had acm obtained 
provision sufficient for «une months, he sent his son' 
forth again, with a command that he should not re- 
turn without his brother Kurt, from whtnn he ex- 
pected additional sup^rt and courage in his plans ; 
and he remained with his hound Holdfast, alone> 
For he had concluded to become a robber, in order' 
to secnre vengeance; as be found he could never 
bring down his proud spirit to beg his bread. 

Better to accustom his powers to such a task, he 
begfm with the help of hts bear-spear, and his trusty 
hound, to su[^oit himself solely on the flesh of wild 
animals. To ease his impatience for entente :<m 
his great work of vengeance, he fell upon the flocks 
and herds of the nearest castles and cloisters, inso- 
much that he shortly became, vrith the help of Hdd- 
fast, the peat and terror of the country round. For 
the dog soon took a delight in hunting the flocks him- 
selfi frequently bringing numbers of them so near the 
robber's quarters that he could easily destroy them 
at night. 

In order to hgfaten his labors, and remove all 
chance of .detection, he wi^ped himself in a Mack 
froc&.and conducted his de|s«dations atmidnighL 
And for emei^encies in which it was necessary to in- 
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spire dread, he prepared a large mantle of cow-hide, 
upon which h& fixed a ram's head, the horns ot 
which seryedfor a mask to disguise his real features. 
In the jaws he phiced a hght obtained, from old dead 
wood, which he knew how to make more vivid or to 
extin^^ as he jdeased. As he proceeded equipped, 
in thia manner, with his great Uaek hound before 
hkn, that never gave mouth but rushed silent as death 
. upon its prey ; it was no wonder that he should be 
mistaken by the trembling hinds and villagers, in his 
black apparel, for the great adversary of light. All 
flew before him, and he never once had occasion to 
i^tly for assistance to his sheep's head with a fiery 
mouth. 

When the people found however, that the black 
demon did not actually devour theia, they, grew a 
little bolder, one or two even spoke to him at a dis' 
tance, and declared that though he must doubtless 
be a devil, yet he was a very good natured one of 
the kind. One dark night, Jacob overtook a shep- 
hwl in the woods, driving a dozen fat wethers before 
him. . In a voice of thonder he called out ; " Where 
4ue you gwng with them?" " Tothe AbbotofElend," 
replied the trembling hind. At this, Jacob blew fire 
«ut of his mouth, and. said; " But 1 am the devil 
hhnself, and both Abbot and sheep are mine 1" The 
shepherd crossed himself and prayed. • Then Jacob 
added : " Oh, you say your beads, ao I cannot touch 
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70a ; but g^t aioag and tell tbe Abbot that faia ixo' 
tbei ^tan has taken the elteep." At this propovalt 
though the pow fdloVa hau stood on tad, be dfi- 
niaT«d a tittle ; «Ab, my good deril, be merciful aad 
gire ite at least a ticket to shew my master and the 
g;oed ^>bot, or. they vill never believe mo!" 

" I say, tdi the Abbot," replied the denl, " that ha 
iIibII Me me at hb chamber window, exactly nt 
twelve o'dodc to ni^t, and present him with a fine 
piece of loaat beef in return." So the hind was faitt 
to give his charge into the care of H<ddfast, who 
diove them in the direction of the robber's care; 
while the trembling shepherd proceeded to inform 
the Abbot and his flock of the misfortune that had 
overtak«! his own, not omitÜBg to deliver the devil's 
message, that he would pay htm a -räit that ni^t. 
The poor monks were immedbtely roused from theit 
hedSi and ail the monastery summoned to the Abbot's 
chamber ; ctmsecrated water was sprinkled all over, 
ajid the usual adjurations against spirit« adopted, 
after which they awaited with no slight anxiety th« 
arrival of the fatal hour. It came, and with it Jacob 
in his most imposing costume ; his black cow skm, 
crowned with the great ram's horns, spitting fire, while 
his la^ swart hound stood by.. In a few minutes 
the devil dis^tpeared, which the good mtmks attai- 
buted to the efficacy of the holy water, irtiich the 
eioiaiser did not spue. No one ventured to partake 
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of the .toast beef which he left behind him, and it was 
givea to the hounds and ravens. 

Jacob had now recovered his former strength, or 
radier it was doubkd, by Uiis new mode of Ufe ; and 
he now sighed for more important undertaking!, 
«hieb might tend to forward his ultimate riews. He 
already aspired to mount horse ; and the noble hun- 
ter belMi^ng to the lord's proud daughter came di- 
rectly ifito his mind ; as he used to see him prancii^ 
past the ^ate of the prison. Black as night, and 
iwift as a dart, he had been long accustomed to the 
iKqintains ; and he promised himself a grand trium{A 
wbea the proud lord and his daughter should behold 
him mounted upon their favorite steed and gaUoping 
off. 

About Midsummer he di^uised himself in the 
dress of an old woman, and sought the neigbourhood 
of the castle. It was not long before he beheld his 
deadly foe mounted upon her black charger, and her 
savage father riding by her side. Away tiiey rode 
through the fields, and gardens and standing oom of 
Hie tenants, leaping and breaking through the copse» 
and hedges. At twil^ht, on the third day of his 
vatch, he found his ipportunity : he saw the bold 
lady Eive her horse to ' two grooms ; he was covered ■ 
with foam and the grooms led him into an open. 
meadow to walk him round till he was cool. In going 
to hnag com and water, they left him tied up to a 
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tree near die wood ; and it wu now the old woman 
crept softly towards the spot, careased the noble Bleed, 
caparisoned him with the saddle and bridle that lay 
near ; mounted his back, and made at full speed for 
the woods of Lora. He had quite disappeared befcse 
the grooms returned, who imagining that he bad 
teoken his hold, searched all the neighbouring places 
for him in vain. The indignation of the lord and his 
dan^ter was terrific ; but while all were busily em- 
ployed in making enquiries, Jacob bad time to reach 
the woods, the mountain, away along the well known 
path up the clifT, nor stopped till be found himself at 
the entrance of his spacious cavern. Here he had 
made ample provision for the noble steed; and his 
sole care for days afterwards was to attend him, to 
accustom him to the precipitous paths, before which 
he at first trembled, and to train him to bear a part 
in the great task he had at heart. In two months he 
succeeded in training him so well and using him to 
every call and motion of his hand, that he would 
ascend the steep without a riderj stand still at a 
word, lie down and spring up again at pleasure, and 
scour the whole mountain round, like his master. 
The day now drew near, according to JacoVs 
* reckoning, when just a yeai before he had been beatai 
and imprisoned by the savage lord. He resolved to 
celebrate this anniversary by appearing before him 
and his haughty daughter, mounted upon their fa- 
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Torite hunter. For this purpose he arrayed himfl^ 
-ID his best attire ; the best he had ever worn when a 
tenant ; and mounttng his horse, rode away towards 
the lord's caatle. When arrived opposite to it, he 
blew luudly an old bunting horn which he had found 
in the woods ; and the strange tidings were quickly 
brought to the proud inmates' ears, that a boor had 
appeared riding the lady Catharine's steed and blow- 
ing upon a horn, high treason throughout the whole 
of Lord Guy's domains. But they had hardly caught 
a glimpse of Jacob, who curretted ia great style be- 
fore the castle, before he had again disappeared, 
'Galling aloud to some tenants near him, that Jacob 
would pay them another visit in the morning. It 
came, and found Lord Guy and his followers all ready 
mounted and ready for pursuit. Jacob' appeared, 
their blood hounds were let loose, but only a few ot 
the first lideis kept Jacob and his dog in sight, and 
lost him on the skirts of the woods near Lora. Some 
of Üie strongest hounds, however, pursued him to the 
very entrance of the cavern, where Holdiä8t,who had 
grown wild and fierce, fell upon them, like a tiger, 
and while engaged with them, bis master approached 
with his bear spear and put moat of them to deaüi.- 

It soon spread through the country round that 

Jacob had entered into a league with the devQ, and 

could make himself invisible at pleasure. But Lord 

Guy regarded him as a human enemy, whom he 

c5 
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twore to ponue uoto deatb ; carelesB bow fai he 
pajured his soul. Many an ambush did he layj 
and one day in particular, smarting with n^ under 
some fresh insult he had received, his finest hounds - 
harii^ disappeared, he awaited him attended by moie 
than twenty bonemen who had taken the same oath, 
concealed half wa.y between the castle and the woods. 
This time Jacob bad a very narrow escape. He 
ima^ned bis enemy to be much faither off, and was 
engaged in teaching his horse to spring forward, and 
run towards him at the sound of the bom, and to 
make a charge as if in battle. Suddenly, he heard 
the deep baying of bis hound announcing his foes, 
and he had with difficulty sprung on his saddle be- 
fore his enemies rushed forward, and tried to sur- 
round him. Still he was too quick, for he gained upon 
tbeibremost who had at first brushed close up to him, 
and imagined they had bim safe. Again he disap- 
peared in the woods of Lora ; though the lord and 
two more still keenly pursued the track. They held 
on, Jacob was agam in view, nearer than before; 
they gtuned upon him,, they reached the foot of the 
cliff, within a few yards of Mm ; when up went his 
horse like a hawk, and seemed to be sw^owed up in 
the centre <^ it ! " There," cried George, his lordship's 
favorite squire, " did I not say be was invisible t The 
world ends here; they may follow him into the next 
who list with the help of a broken neck. For one I will 
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DM serve in the devil's kitchen." But his lord beaid 
him not, he sparred his steed up the heists ; it 
ntumbled, threw its ridei, and then followed Jacob's 
steed dawn into the cavern. He thus became pos- 
sessed of a good saddle of which he was greatly in 
want. 

Ffom this period no one ventured to follow Jacob 
mto his strong hold. All drew bacli at the eight 
of the yawnii^; precipice ; aad for a period he was 
permitted to puisue his devastations among the 
neighbouring herds belonging to both cloistcn and 
castles, on horse and foot, sometimes arrayed bke the 
devil, and accompanied by his la^ blade dog that 
drove them tc^ther, And attacked oc tore them at 
his beck. He particul&iiy lessened the number of 
his enemy's flocks, and none of the shepherds dared 
to keep their ground when they beheld Jacob in the 
devil's shape at a distance. Yet this was insufficient 
to satiate Jacob's revenge ; its shafts must reach the 
heart of the haughty lord himself and his daughter. 
Hitherto he had haunted only the outskirts of the 
castle; he now determined to penetrate its walls. 
He shortly ascertained that Loid Guy had never left 
bis couch since the day he fell frogi his horse. Jacob 
paused : " No," he said, " he would not disturb a 
sick man upon his bed ; he would tum his attention 
to his heartless and cruel dan^ter." On a misty 
autumiuJ ni^t, dimly lighted by a waning moon, he 
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stood before the hau^ty Catherine in his devil's 
form; for while a' prisoner he had discovered the 
«zact situation of her apartment. Fiercely did he 
awake her, and her bonta' now paid the forfeit of her 
former bitter Barcasms and croelties. " You have 
kept your promise," he then exclaimed, " and I am 
avenged. This day two yeairs with bitter mockery 
yon vowed you would become my wife. I am Jacob, 
be whom you called the hound, and threatened to 
precipitate from the castle heights !" The next 
instuit he bad disappeared. 

Yet even this disastrous scene would have been 
forgotten, except from feelings of vengeance, 1^ the 
relentless and unfeeUng Catherine; could she have 
kept it secret. But Jacob recollected the fate of his 
wife, and his son's betrothed wife ; their wrongs were 
known, and be published the disgrace of the high 
bom, cruel. Lady Catherine. It was bruited abroad, 
and the proud lord heard it. His rage knew-no 
bounds, but as it could not reach the criminal, it 
turned upon his daughter, whom he now detested as 
much as he had formerly loved. He accused her of 
having been seduced, of having kept it secret from 
bim, and wilfully brought lasting dishonm upon his 
name. He was just on the point of having her 
immured in one of the castle vaults for life, when 
she suddenly eloped with an old lover, no other than 
the husband of her fhther's mistress. 
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TowaidB the close of the ensuiog winter Jacob's 
SODS returned to their father's cavern, expert robbers. 
They had recognised each other in the troop of 
lancers ; the French and the Swabians being then at 
war ; and they dfied eaery thing which as defenders 
of llieii country they were bound to protect. In 
this service they acquired as much villany in one 
year as tbey could under their father in ten. They 
brought along .with them two* enormous black bull 
d(^, which they had stolen from one of their most 
cdebrated captains who bad trained them up to man- 
hunting. Jacob related to them, how far his revenge 
had transported him : and was not a üttie astounded 
when his sons assured him that all he had com- 
municated to them were mere trifles, the result of 
intoxication, and that in fact he was then so tipsy as 
hardly to be able to speak. They told him of the 
far more glorious hcense - permitted in war ; of ex- 
cesses not only permitted but la.uded and rewarded ; 
such as burning, spoilbg, razing cities, destroying, 
deäowerii^, and the waste of all kinds of property, 
besides torturing, cruel deaths, &c, the daily em- 
ployment of our lancers. 

.At first Jacob shuddered as he listened to them, 
but by degrees his repi^ance vanished, and en- 
couraged by his sons he determined to imitate upon 
a small scale, what he heard of on the grand theatre 
of the world. 
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Friede and Kurt soon provided theiuselvee witb 
horses aitd arms ia the best style of the times« 
Wherever the six ferocious outlaws, three human an4 
three brute, all black as night appeared, tiiey were 
caUed l^ the Burrounding peasants, " the iuart gang 
riders." In the meaa time, lord Guy had recovered 
from his fall, though he ventured not beyond the 
precincts of his castle, baring beard that Jacob had 
bwchu to have his life. In order to rouse the lord of 
the forest ftom his lair, the swart gang set fire to the 
old wood round the castle, determined to taring their 
enemy into the open field. The flames consumed a 
portion of the out-building ; still their master did not 
make his a|qieaiaace, only a few days before this 
event he had died of rage and <Usappointed revenge. 

Jacob's tad of vengeance wasthns accompUshed, 
yet he now swoic eternal hatred against aU the neigh- 
'bouring lords of the soil. The swart gang soon 
became the terrorof the surrounding country; though 
they neither destroyed nor injured the peasants, but 
feasted upon the herds and flocks of the nobles, and 
fi^quently set fire to their bams and com fields. 
Whole districts were up in pursuit of them, but all to 
no purpose. Loi^ did the secret cavern in the heart 
of the cliff, which concealed these night boopers, 
lemain undiscovered. For the chief part of their ■ 
ptusuers held them in such awe as to imagine that 
they must either be demons or in league with the 
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devil, äiou^ the peasantry residing nearer them con- 
jectured the real truth, declaring that uo other thao 
thebanishedfomilyof the Swill-bowls were the leaders 
of the swart gang. But these last were not dis- 
pleased at the appearance of this scourge of the more 
powerful land-owners, which inflicted no sort of 
ii^ury upoa the people, opposing itself to the tyranny 
and opfoession of the stewards who for centuries had 
considered the property of their poorer neighbouis as 
their prey. Many regarded it as a jiu^pneat from 
heaven, which inflicted such kind of retaliatioa upon 
the heads of their masters. 

In time, however, Jacob and his sons, hving on 
nothing besides raw flesh and the strongest drink 
they could obtain, became cruel and ferocious as wild 
beasts, and instigated by fresh pursuits and provo- 
cations, they entitled Üieir depredations by the name 
of revenge, and like their hounds thirsted ouly for 
Uood. At length they betook themselves to the high 
roads, particularly that leading through the Golden 
Green, levying heavy tolls upon all tradesmen and 
passengers, whom on the least resistance they did 
not scruple to despatch. But this public invasion of 
life aitd property speedily brought down upon them 
the incensed overseers and landsmen of the surround- 
ing districts; of Quastenburg, Rotteoburg, Kyffhaus, 
lAchsenburg, and many more. They formed regular 
troops against the black bandits; and these last, 
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tilanned at their numbers, found themselTes coa}* 
pelted to retire from the open roads into the recesses 
of the mountains. They again sought their ancient 
cavern, appearing only, arrayed Uke demons, during 
the night ; but they could not always refrain from 
committing excesses, even againsl the peasantry of 
the Golden Green, whose houses they broke open. 

Here, however, they met with some colonists 
irom the Netherlands, who occupied fanns in these 
fruitful Tallies, and who had sense enough to recognize 
in these demoniac shapes, mere human beings. With, 
their aid the s?rart gang were one day decoyed into a 
house, where they were at length taken. For they 
had taken care to construct a concealed pit-fall, into 
which the hhlf intoxicated robbers fell, and were 
secured to the great joy and triumph of the surround- 
ing country. 

Just before Jacob's execution, he was induced by 
the threats of his judges and the whole collected 
people, to confess the place of his retreat. In it 
were found the robbers' three black horses btfund to 
their cribs. And down to the present day does the 
half dilapidated and choked up cavern retain the 
name of the Robber SwiUbowi'* Stable.* 

' That the modein race of Germaii robben haie not in (Le 
least degenerated, would appear fiom the name of Ricchelman 
who waa Utely appreheaded in the town of Bienieii. " He Unat 
mAj," eajs a modem Journal, " a ffeli-infurmed, bataver; po- 
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LORA, 

THK OODDXSS OF LOTE.* 



Ths goddess, Lora, ^ve her name to the mountain 

Hte nUtn, &nd trtUy elegant in hia mumeTs, Hie deceptiie Uts 
«eie coTiied to a rare degree of perfection and &ieB8e. All Ibe 
uthoridei with whom he "had to deal, have one after anothet 
become the dnpee of Ebii eztzaoTJiiiar; being. At lengüi, how- 
erer, fate decreed hia airesC, after he had made piepaiationa to 
lie conTejad by a veasel from Hamburgh to the Braxils. Ric- 
chelman ma bora at Hildesheim, and is the son of a poBtinaatei. 
He is IK) nocorioni for hia thieyish piopeneities, that bebaajiuttj 
been called the Caitoacbe of Gemumj. He appeua to pouesa 
the neciomancy of (ocieDt time«i and baa iLe ait of disg^ufflaf 
bimaelf BO eSectually aa not to be Tect^nized. When (he French 
were ai Bremen, he escaped in the dieia of a gendarme. Hii 
appearance ii frequently »o andden and perplexing, that the pea- 
Mnta have pionoonced him inniible. The genius of the man is 
M extremely eubtle, 'that it haa been alleged that he oftea 
went to hear trials merely to anaw himself and to laogh M the 

" Od board of the leasel which waa to convey him to the 
Braiila be bad concealed a qoantity of gold, but nobody knew 
whei«. He had his pasiports, cenificalea. and all other doca- 
mmts necessary for hia safety apparently in the greatest order. 
It is «aid he has numerooa adherents all along the borders of 
the Wever, where the inbabitanta seldom Tenture out of their 
houses in the eveninp." — Briattn Guutla. 

* In some other of the provincial idioms, the ntune ia spelled 
u— Oi. 
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fastnesseB, bo entiüed, anüdst the Hertz. B«f3re tlte 
appearance of the Saxon-queUer, Cbarlea, when the 
mountain heroes refused to be baptized hj his htHj 
St. Winfred, save in their blood, the place was held in 
great reverence by the old Saxons. To this deity 
they dedicated a raat and dismal wood, whose stiange 
monumental relics seem yet to lead us back into a 
fonner world of magic and gigantic power. There 
still remainii some record too of another wood, fiUed 
with numbeiless fights of wild birds, and this was 
called Ruhensbeig, situated between Rheinharts Be^, 
Bldcherode, and castle Lora ; besides some scattered 
groups of trees, among which rise to riew, neat ham- 
lets rendered fruitiul by the waters of the Wipper, 
which lends animation to the delightfvil prospect, 
bounded in the distance by the abrupt points and 
terrific tiagments and precipices of the Brocken. 

Here in the centre of a dark wood, the young 
hunters were accustomed towards the fall of the year, 
to offer up to the goddess the first fruits of their 
chase. And in spring the young heathen girts as- 
sembled-with dance and song, bearing garlands of 
flowers, in honor of the Queen of Love.* Her high 

• The annual feitiTalB still prsrslenC in many pnits oCGei- 
jaaay and of England, in which the Tillage giila aasembie witk 
gulaods of flaveia to dance upon the gieena, and at wakea and 
&in, an erident remains of the leligions Bnpergtition, aborc- 
-Ed. 
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pnest then advanced, and selectiDg the most beau- 
tiful garland, with strange ceremonies adorned th« 
head of the gifted maiden, whoae dranestic virtues ot 
faithful love and unbroken troth to her vows had 
most' signally triumphed. 

Middle vay upon the mountain, when Loia vras 
more particularly leverenced, iprung up a fresh fouo- 
lain, to which unh^py lovers, especially young 
maidens who had lost theii betrothed in battle, were 
in the habit of resorting, in order to quEifl* peace of 
heart and oblivion of their love. Upon the summit of 
Ihc same mountwi, a noble Saxon lady whow lav«r 
bad been slain fitting against the Franks, built Ru- 
heiubeig, (Peace Castle,) near the fountain of ob- 
livion, where the grove enclosing the spot, still bears 
the aasoe name. 

Ute castle received its name on ocoasion of the 
goddess having deigned ta send the lady a new lover, 
worthy of the former, into this grove, who conscded 
the weeping fair one, and restored her peace of mind. 
But the sacred grove was equally terrible to all faUh- 
leas, unbelieving heathens. It was here Hermtrad 
ei^aated her crime vrith bee life. She had plighted 
her vowB to a noUe young Saxon, who bad been com~ 
pelted to leave the arms of his betrothed, for the 
sanguinary field. At their partii^, she vowed with 
hypocritical tears, to prove eternally fkidiful to him. 
Yet, a few days afterwaids, the goddess Lora, beheld 
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the perjured and hearlleBs maiden in the anna of 
Hemnan. The guilty one had concealed heiself in 
the Buchen, a thicket not far from castle Ruhens- 
bu^. Here Lora alanned her, by seadiug a stag, 
which dashed at full speed through the spot in which 
she lay. Hermtrud rose and fled ; niBhii^ in hei 
confusion, through Lora'g sacred gitrve. Then the 
mountain trembled ; the earth cast up its flames, and 
consumed the unhaj^y Saxon maiden where she 
stood. The priest came to the spot, collected hei 
adies, and buried them in a small hollow at the foot 
of the mountain. , In the gathering gloom of night, 
the moans of the faithless girl may yet be beards as if 
wuning perjured -lovers from encountering the reli- 
gious terrors of that sacred groro. 

Winfired, the terror of the Saxon deities, destroyed , 
with die aid cJ his fierce Franks, the walls of Ruhens- 
buig: and Lora's tutelary genius disappeared. Still 
hei exjürmg powers achieved the fbUowii^ exem- 
plary levenge. Winfred, named the Converter, vas 
hastening across Reinhart's motuitain to rejoin his 
triumphant friends, when chariot and horses suddenly 
stopped short and stuck fast in the mud. H^e he would, 
doubtless, have sutdc deeper and deeper, and disap- 
peared, had uot speedy cries to the Holy Virgin saved 
him just in the nick of time. As a monument of his 
miractdous escape, he raised three crosses in com- 
memoratioti of the Holy Trinity ; where they are 
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now to be seen on the exact ipot, where the earth 
gaped to swallow him up. He moreover vowed in his 
distress to build a chapel to the Virgin, close upon 
the skirts of the goddess Loib'b wood. The [dace is 
■till known by the name of Glend ; alluding to the 
holy Winfted's Christian distress on that occauon. 
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E OOUfEN GREEN. 
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THE KNIGUTi' CELLAB I» THE KTrPRADBEH.* 

Th£re was ft poor, but rery honest, contented, and 
meny kind of man, in the village of Tilleda, who hap- 
pened to be giving a christening treat, for about the 
eighth time to some of his neighbours. Deairons of 
■hewing all respect to the party at the christening, 
he set before them the best country wine he possessed, 
which being quickly dispatched, his guests seemed 
to be tooldng for a little more. " Go then," said the 
faÜier to his eldest dai^hter, a young girl about 
sixteen years old, " go, and bring us some better wine 

* The KjffhilDMn, oi KipphävMa motmUin ecmittiuida a 
Tiewoftlie Brocken, of the Golden Greeo, of that of Allem, 
I^Dgberhfttueii, Wdlh&aBen, Soala, Holberg, &c. It take* iu 
nimB from the old caitle, vhicliitill ezcitei our wosdet umdM 
it! nuDi. It U called Kjffhaua, a word that withoat doubt wu 
eqmraUiit to Streitbarg «ith the andeats. Kiff-machoQ, i. s> 
to fight, to quarrel — Germonice, Stnitea, Zanken,^ wLich has alao 
been turned into Keifen. At the foot of this inuneDsa moos- 
tain are ntu&ted the little d^ of Kelbra, and the (illagaa of 
nileda, and Sitlandoif, both mmtioned in this tradition.— Or. 

VOL. II. D 



;,. Google 



50 FOFVLAR TRADITI0S8. 

Irom the cellar." " From what cellar, father ?" inquired 
hie daughter. " What cellar, child V repeated hei 
father, merely in jest ; " why, the great wine cellar 
belonging to the old knights upon the Kyffh&usen I" 
With perfect simplicity, the young maiden took 
a firkin in her hand, and proceeded towards the 
mountain. About middle way, seated in an old de- 
serted path leading down towards the spot, she found 
an aged houeekeeper dressed in a singular quaint 
foshion, with a large bunch of keys hanging at her 
side. The young woman paused, not a little sur- 
prised at the sight ; but the old lady inquired of her 
very kindly, whether she had not come to fetch wine 
from the knights' cellar ? " Yes, I am," replied the 
timid girl, " but I have got no money." " Come with 
me," said the old housekeeper, " you shall have it 
for nothing ; and better wine than your father ever 
bought in his life.'' Tliey both then proceeded along 
an old deserted road, the old lady inquiring very 
particularly by the way, what the appearance of 
things then was in Tilleda — who was alive and who 
was dead. " Once," said she, " I was as young and 
pretty as thou art, before I was kidnapped and carried 
under ground by the knights, or rather night-riders, 
who stole me away from the very house that now 
belongs to thy father. Shortly before this they had 
also seized four young ladies of these parts, who were 
often aftfirwarda seen about here, on their four richly 
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caparisoned steeds. They were entrapped and carried 
off in open day by these mountaia knights, as they 
were coming from chiirch at Kelbra. They made 
me, as I grew older, into the house-keeper, and en- 
trusted me with the keys of the cellar, which you see 
I still wear." 

By this thne they had reached the cellar door, 
which the old housekeeper unlocked. It was a fine 
spacious cellar, and on both sides it was well laid out. 
with rows of vats and butts. Most of them were 
either quite or more than half full ; and broaching 
one of them with great dexterity, she took the little 
firkin and filled it up to the brim. "There," she 
said, " take that to your father, and whenever he 
may happen to be giving a treat, you may come 
again ; only see that you tell no one, besides your 
father, where you have it from. And moreover take 
heed that you sell tione of it, nor give it away, for in 
neither case will it be worth any thing at all. If any 
one venture hither to obtain wine for aale, let him 
be warned, hie last bread has been baked: — now go!" 
So the girl returned with the wine to her father, and 
Hie guests found it excellent without knowing any 
thing as to whence it came. 

HencefiSrward as often as there was a party in- 
vited to the house, Isabel went to fetch wine in the' 
little kildeikin, from the Kyfili&usen. They did not 



;,. Google 



Si POPULAa TRASITIOHS. 

howerer long cootinue to eajoy the benefit of it ; the 
neighboure began to wonder where the poor gentte- 
inaii met with such excellent wine ; none equal to it 
in the country. The father would inform nobody, 
nor would Isabel betray the secret. 

Unluckily just opposite to them, lived the landlord 
of the village inn, vho dealt as lai^ly aa he could 
in adulterated spiiits. He among others, had also 
had a taste of the kn^;hts' wine ; and thought he to 
himself, " My friend, you might mix this with ten 
times its body of water, and sell it for good wine 
still. Where the devil can you contrive to get it 
from t" He resolved to watch ; and he followed the 
daughter as she went for about the fourt^nth time' 
with her little firkin, towards the Kyffhausea hills. 
He hid himself, and saw her come the exact 
way from the old cellar, with her firkin quite full 
sluHlly afterwards. Accordingly, nest evening, he 
set out himself, having first rolled into a little cait 
one of the largest empty ban^ he could find, in- 
tending to fill it with the same precious kind of 
Uquor. He thought it would be easy to convey it 
down hill ; and he made a vow to return every night 
until the cellar became empty. 

As he approached the spot where he had marked 
the path the day before, the sky suddenly began to 
grow dark and lowering. lite wind rose, and whistled 
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porteDtousIf of the gatherii^ rain, which bood fell in 
ttHients. The tempest carried him aod his hollow 
tab from one side of the road to the other. At last 
down the hill he went, and continued to fall deeper 
and deeper, until he finally found himself lodged in a 
tnuial TBult. 

Here there appeared an awful procession before 
his eyes ; a reg^dar funei-al, with a bier hung with 
black, and his wife and four neighbours, whom he 
recognized easily enough by their gait and garments, 
foUowii^ in its walce. At this sight he very na- 
turally fainted away ; and on recovering some houis 
afWwards, he still found himself in the dimly Ughted 
vault, and heard right over his head the old familiar 
steeple bell of Tilleda striking twelve. Now he knew 
that it was the witching hour, and that he was there 
tying under the church and the burial ground of the 
village in a gloomy vault. He was certainly more 
dead than alive, and scarcely ventured to breathe. 

But see ! a monk now approaches him slowly 
down the narrow steps, opens tiie vault door, and in 
perfect silence puts some money into his hand, and 
Üien taking him in his arms he laid him down at the 
foot of the mountain. It was a cold frosty night. 

By degrees the good host came a Uttle to himself, 
and crept without either irine or wine-cask, as far as 
home. It struck one just as he reached it ; and he 
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felt binuelf 80 univell that be found he miut take 
to his bed. In the course of three days he died, and 
the money which he had brought home, giiven him 
by the ghostly monk, was just sufficient to defiray 
his funeral expencea ; his wife and the four nei^- 
boms, as he had seen them, followmg him to the 
graYe. 
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Ik the village of Littendorf at the foot of a mouataia 
lived Peter Klaus, a goatherd, who was in the habit 

* Kmilu tale* of enchiutinmiti. in which dwarfs, goblina 
sad fairiei are the ^ents, ars cnirent among the HbiEe mo<m- 
ajau, a pmtion of wbich an likewise under the tntslaijp genius 
«f the great Empeior Baiborosaa. Here he holds hia snbte- 
lUHnn conit, seated apon his muble tlirone, half entianced, or 
listening only to the strains of wandering harpers, whom he 
still delights to befriend, and enquiring ere he relapses into 
sleep, what century it ill Singular adventures, of which the 
nüiacnlons lapse of time forms the chief feature, are Teferred to 
die same mountain, sLtaated in (he bosom of the Harts Forests. 
among which the above is decidedly one of the best. The same 
incident may be found embodied in a nnmbei of German ballads 
and traditions, and it is most [sobably conaected with the story 
of the " Seven Sleepers" current in the fifth century, and Bnbse- 
quently adopted by Mahomet, as well as by all the Mahometan 
nations, ftom Bengal to Africa from whom ic has leceiTed a 
difierent dress. 'Ilia " Seven Sleepers" was farther translated 
into the Latin tongue by order of the old French Historian 
Gregory of roiiis ; while the same story, referred to the eighth 
century, and ta a more northern origin, as we are informed by 
M. If. Grimm, is to be found in the Gotji Ltmgiibariervm of 
Fan] us Diaconus. 

It has been adopted by Tieck, though, perhiqu with less 
eSact than in the pretent instance, in his late entitled Elfin 
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of pasttiriDg his flock upon^e Kyffhäusea hills. 
Towards eTening he generally let them browze upon 
a 'green plot not far off, surrounded wi^ aa old 
mined wall from which he could take a moster of his 
whole äock. 

For some days past he bad obserred that one of 
his prettiest goats, soon dter its airival at this spot, 
usually disappeared, nor joined the fold again until 
late in the evening. He watched her again and 
again, and at last found that she slipped through a g^ 
in the old wall, whither he followed her. It led into 
a passage which widened as he went into a cavern ; 
and here be saw the goat employed in picldi^ up the 
oats that fell through some crevices in the place 
above. He looked up, shoc^ his ears at thb odd 
■howerofcom,but could discover nothii^. Where the 
deuce could it come from ? At length he heard over 
his head the neighing and atampmg of horses ; he 
listen^, and concluded that tLe oats must have 
feilen through the manger when they were fed. The 
poOT goatherd was sadly puzzled «hat to think of 
these horses in this uninhabited part of the mountam, 
,bnt so it was, for the groom making hia appearance. 

Land ; aod n finelj dereloped in the " Dau of Studago", a 
SpuuBk tale from the Coode Lucano, which fau baen tnnVated 
in one of the lesding Jouinali of the day. Saa Now Mouthlj 
Magaiine, Angntc', 1634, Al» ootei to'OBnnaB Populär 
Tal»», p. tST. 
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witliout saying a word beclcaned him to follow him. 
Peter obeyed, and foUowed him up sotne stepi which 
bnnight him into an open court-yard lun'ounded by 
old walls. At the aide of this wU a «till more epa- 
cioos cavern, surrounded by rocky hd^ts which only 
admitted a kind of twilight through the orerhan^ng 
trees and shrut». He went oa, and came to a 
amooth Bhaven green, where he saw twelve ancient 
knights none of whom spoke a word, engaged in 
[Jaying at nine pins. His guide now beckoned to 
Peter in silence, to pick up the nine pins and went 
his way. Trembling every joint Peter did not ven- 
ture to disobey, and at times he cast a stolen glance 
at the players, whose long beards and slashed 
doublets were not at all in the present fashion. By 
degrees his looks grew bolder; he took particular 
notice of every thing round him ; among other things 
observing a tankard near him filled with wine, whose 
odour was excellent, he took a good draught. It 
seemed to inspire him with life: and whenever he 
began to feel tired of running, be applied with fresh 
ardour to the tankard, which always renewed bis 
strength. But finally it quite overpowered him, and 
he fc^ asleep. 

When be next opened his eyes he found himself 

on the grass-plot again, in the old spot where he 

was in the habit of feeding his goats. He rubbed 

hii eyes, he looked round, but could see neither dog 

d5 
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nor äock ; he was. surprized at the long rank gras» 
th^ grev about hitn, and at trees and bushes which 
b^ had never before seen. He shook his head and 
walked a little farther, looking for the old sheep path 
and the hillocks and roads where he used daily to 
drive his flock ; but he could find no tmces of them 
left. Yet he saw the viUc^ just before him ; it wa« 
tjie, same SiUendorf, and scratching his head he 
hastened at a quick pace down the hill to enquire 
^ter his flock. 

All the people whom he met gwng into the ]dace 
were strangers to him, were difierently dressed, and 
even spoke in a difierent style to his old neighbours. 
When he asked about his goats, they only stared at 
him, and fised their eyes upon his chin. He put 
his hand unconsciously to his mouth, and to his 
great surprize found that he had got a beard, at 
least a foot long. He now began to think that both 
he and- all the world about him were in a dream : 
and yet he knew the mountain for that of the Kyff- 
häusen (for he had just come down it) well enough. 
And there were the cottages with their gardens and 
grass-plots, much as he had left them. Besides the 
lads who had all collected round him^ answered to 
the enquiry of a passenger, what place it was, " Sit- 
tendorf, Sir." 

Still shaking his head, he went farther into the 
v^age to look for his own house. He found it, but 
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greatly altered for the worse ; a strange goatherd in 
an old tattered frock lay before the door, and near 
him bis old dc^, which growled and shewed its teeth 
at Peter when he called him. He went through the 
entrance which had once a door, but all within was 
empty and deserted ; Peter staggered like a drunken 
man out of the house, and called for his wife and 
children by their names. But no one heard him, 
and no one gave him any answer. 

Soon, however, a crowd of women and children 
got round the inquisitive stranger, with the long 
hoary beard ; and asked him what it was he wanted ? 
Now Peter thought it was such a strange kind of 
thing to stand before his own house, enquiring for his 
own .wife and children, as well as about himself, that 
evading these inquiries he pronounced the first name 
that came into his head : " Kurt Steffen, the black- 
onith ?" Most of die spectators were silent, and 
only looked at him wistfully, till an old woman at 
last said : " Why, for these twelve years he has been 
at Sachsenbui^, whence I suppose you are not come 
to day." "Where is Valentine Meier, the tailor?" 
" The Lord rest his soul," cried another old woman 
leaning upon her crutch, " he has been lying more 
than these fifteen years in a house he will never 
leave." 

Peter recognized in the speakers, two of his 
young neighbours who seemed to have grown old 
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Tfiry suddenly, but he bad no iDCÜDaUoB to enqniie 
any farther. At this moment there appeared making 
her way through the crowd of spectato», a sprightly 
young woman with a year old baby in hei anns, and 
a girl about four taking bold of her hand, all three 
as like bia wife he was seeking for as possiMe. 
" What are your names V be enquired in a tone of 
great surprize, " Mine is Maria." " And youi 
father's?" continued Peter. " God rest his soul ! Pete 
Klaus to be sure. It is now twenty years ago since 
we woe all looking tot him äay and night upon the 
Kyffhftuiieit ; for bis flock came home without hhn, 
and I was then," continued the woman, " Only seven 
years otd." 

The goatherd could no longer bear this : '• I wn' 
Peter Klaus," he said, " Pet^r and no other," and he 
took his daughter's child and kissed it. The Spec- 
tators appeared struck dumb with astMii^ment, «ttil 
first one and then anothn began to say, " Yes, in- 
deed, this is Peter Klaust Welcome, goodnel^- 
boUr, after twenty years' absence, welcome home."* 

* In tbia Teiy pt^oUr Geiman tndition, the reader will 
easily recogoiis Üio original of one of Mr. Washington Irnng'a 
moBt pkftdng prodnctioiiB, fiipp VaU WinUe, wbich, böweni, 
it nuj be added, contaliu mncli addltisBal deTBTBen and aibtwe- 
mtaO. — Ei. 
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THE HOHTH SIDJS OF THE RARTZ. 
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THE MONK OF CONaADSBU&G S TALE. 

The monks of Conradsburg* were jolly well-faring 
people, BOt overdone with hard work. This gave their 
great adversary the devil, however, a fair opportuaity, 
a handle to work, them by, which he did not neglect. 
Ilieir noviciates only were subjected to labour, and 
for some years after taking their vows were compelled 
to restrain their passions, especially when they were 
observed, strictly within rule of the order. But as 
they gradually grew into power, and exercised some 
influence over the aSkirs of the monastery, they 
amply repaid themselves for this their period of pro- 
bation, by indulging all their wishes. Yet they were 
always ready prepared with the Lord's name in their 
mouth for every emergency ; give them a quarter of 
an hour's preparation, and the day was their own. 

* ConiadBbarg sitiuted near Endoif and Enaalehea, in one 
at Üia mott Tonutntic and ferule districta of Gennon;, ii now 
incorporated with the Pmuiiui teiritories ; but dnring tha mid- 
dle agea, it waa ondei the dominion of « Urge monutciy. 
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In particular those who were selected to dischai^ 
the out duties* of the* establishmeut, to levy the quit- 
rents, fines, and contiibutione, found themselves in a 
very comfortable situaüon. They lived much ac- 
cording to their fancy, like free citizens, and de- 
prived themselves of no kind of gratification. One 
of their chief characteristics was that of decoying 
simple women, who beUeved them according to their 
own representations to be the lords of church, power, ' 
•errice) and absolution. 

Among these rery lucky, self complacent, pious 
men, who were either gracious or severe, according as 
they judged best, was also Brother Marcus, one of 
the most popular and reputed among their spiritual 
lords. He enjoyed the office oi warder of the buids 
and forests, which extended many roiles round the 
monastery. One of those woods lay close to Stange- 
Tode, fmd it is to this day edited the Monk's Wood.f 
Now as Marcus happened to have too sociable a taste 
to confine himself to the company of young trees, he 
80 contrived to managematters at an election, with the 
Abbot, as to be chosen to fill the office of gathering 
fees in some adjoining villages, finding this the most 

* They enjoyed n number of priiilegea in Conradsbnrg, be- 
ndsBOtbeTBiiiEiidacr; iuvbich last place, however, the monJu' 
tax of the Kutter Zina (cowl rent) vta «Tided.— Oi. 

t Tbe same wood now belong! to tbe Chaicb of Alterode, 
which ii crandendthe AlaxsMaterChmch of 3lwigCTod«r— Ot. 
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convenient method of farming snch comiexibns as be 
moct approved. In this way Brother Marens spent 
his time, journeying from house to bouse, ttbd tarry- 
ing long or short just in proportion as he liked the 
tieatätieut he received from the good house-wive»; 
BOmetinies a «euk, sometimes a month at a thne. 

Among oth^s whose acquaintance he thne culti- 
vated, «as the young and sprightly wife <^ an hottest 
man of Stangerode, nained Hartm^, ^ose house by 
OIL the ^irts of the monks' fbrests. Certain days in 
every monlli he was obligdd to be absent from home, 
being then engaged in providing himself and his 
n«ghbdurs with salt which he brought from Halle. 

During stmie little time past« Martuiig found his 
wife Isabel qnite altered. Once she had been a sbai^, 
active, hoiisenrifely woman, and now she cönipldJHed 
of taking the least trouble ; all kind of wOrk became 
exceedingly disagreeable to her ; and tnatead of wel- 
coming her good man home as usual, end sbaring'ltt all 
his labors, she fkirly turned her back upon him ; scalded 
him when he came in, and scolded when he wEnt'DUt. 
She began to lament her haM lot, the low drudgery 
to which she was consigned, and the little estimation is 
which her services were held. "Such hands" she de- 
clared (they became softer and whiter everyday) "Were 
not tnade for labour;" hei husband stared at her 
with all his eyes, and could by no means tadkß'oat 
how she possibly became embued with such maxims. 
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Dor vhat she meant. He was inclined to l&y the 
Maine upm some mischievous meddler ; but he had 
no idea that he was bo very near him. 

In fact Isabel made the poor man's house so un- 
comfortaUe, that he could no bog^ live with his 
wife and children, but went out, and rambled round 
the country full of vexation and dissatisfaction. In 
such a mood his brother-in-law, Hierscho, and his 
next neighbour Probst, one day joined him. At first 
poor Härtung wished to avoid them, and would not 
enter into discourse. But they who had for some 
time back heard a report of a bleating ghost, which 
haunted the monks' wood, and made towards Har- 
twig's court, had determined to watch and plainly 
traced him into the house ; and they now came to 
say that the source of all his sorrows was no other 
than Marcus, the monks' tavman. They proceeded 
to state that during his late visit to Halle, they had 
twice seen a Monk creeping upon his hands and 
knees, at the back of Hartung's bam ; that he con- 
cealed himself in some hazel bushes, and set up a long 
continued bleating like a calf, to which Isabel re- 
plied by imitating the barking of a litüe dog, in- 
tended as a sigual, and then opening him the door. 
Probst here added, that he had vowed to be the death 
of Marcus, as he found he was laying snares for his 
two unmarried daughters, and had been heard to say 
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that he should shortly hare the youugei of thein in 
his power. 

It was some time before Hartui^ could be brought 
to credit these chaises against the holy man ; but 
vbea he did he appeared equally ready to put the 
moak to death. On the 20th of November, Härtung 
Keemed jveparing himself for a fresh journey, and on 
the evening of the same day he learnt that Marcus, 
in consequence of these lidii^, had shevm himself 
on the skirts of the monks' wood. Shortly after the 
hour of midnt^t he left his own court, but had 
hardly gone a mile before he turned into a shady 
part of Welbeck forest, well known to him, and joined 
. his neighbours, already lying in ambush. 

They had not vraited long before they heard the 
Ueating of a calf, which came nearer and nearer, and 
then the barking of a httle dog. Soon by the Ught 
of the moon they saw their enemy appear in the 
shape of a dark animal, creeping upon its hands and 
knees, bleating and bellowing towards Hartung's house. 
Hie door opened, uid the calf went in ; and the 
three neighbours, leaving their hiding-place, proceeded 
to dig a large hole In one comer of the garden, under 
some thick hazel trees, and when they had finished 
their work they proceeded, arrayed in white sheets, 
into the house, lliey entered by the back door, 
without being perceived, and hastening into his own 
chamber the good man found Marcus asleep in his 
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wife's amu. She concealed lierseU uader the clothes; 
but Härtung scarcely giving the monk time to awake, 
hit him a blow upon the head with his axe, which 
killed him on the spot He was immediately carried 
out and interred in the gtaye which they had just 
dug for the purpose. 

Härtung then harnessed his wa^on and pro- 
ceeded very quietly towards Halle, in ordei to bring 
bade his accustomed load, nothing having yet ^v«n 
rise to the least suspicion. The good monk, to be 
rare, was missing, and not to be found, in spite of the 
enquiries of the whole monastery. For he was just then 
, in gF^t request, and esteemed by the whole older as 
the most worthy brother that could be found, to fill 
the Tacaut office of kitchen and cellar muter, \rtiich 
the next monastic election was to decide^ Iq the 
meanwhile his brethren consoled themselves for his 
ium-appearaDce by listening to the amusing histories 
which were quickly circulated, of his nocturnal ex- 
eiirsious and intrigues, to some of which he had 
doubtless fallen a martyr. 

About the third day after the murder of poor 
Ubicus, tie whole vill^e of Stahgerode was excom- 
tatuuoated, and declared a place calculated only to 
aspire feelings of dread and abhon'enoe. For, of a 
troth, the Ueatiag continued louder thaii before, 
nor did it haunt the monks' wood only ; the hob- 
gobhn ^t into the houses^ and ran both at men and 
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women; many of tlie iidt^tanta, and in particulai 
Haltung and Isabd «ere frightened out of their 
genaes and th^ houses, too, while others haateaed to 
ComadsbuTg' in order to biii^ a priest to lay the 
unquiet spirit of the calf. 

The priest came, encountered the bleating Mai> 
CUB in the wood, and with the help of holy water 
drove him before him. Still he could get him to 
proceed no farther than the hazel-trees; there he 
kept his ground, in spite of all adjuiationB and sprink- 
lings. At length afW long consultation, it was given 
oat by regular notice, that cm St. Thomas's day there 
would be a solemn procession of the whole monastery 
towards the fatal village of Stai^rode. The abbot 
commanded strict search to be instituted, and par- 
ticularly under the hanel trees. They began to dig, 
and there found the body of the slaifghtered monk, 
with the instnuneat of his destruction, not Härtung, 
but Hartung's axe, buried at his side. The body wjus 
conveyed back in solemo sileoce to the monastery, 
where it was freshly interred with all due ceremony. 

All Stangerode was now under the greatest alarm 
at having thns wUAüly provoked the wrath of ^e 
Lord. It was in momentary dread, not without rea- 
son, of being destroyed by fire and brimstone, of 
being excommunicated, or swallowed up alive. Bat 
whether it were that in the good monastery of Con- 
rudrimrg farther oiquiry was judged inexpedient as 
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Ffime with her thousand tongues had already bruited 
the matter far and vide ; lOr whether the culprit could 
not be found, or that the holy btethien speculated 
upon filling up the empty Bpaces in the aaints' and 
martyrs' calendars for future centuries with their own 
names -, it is certain that the upshot of their whde 
jud^ent upon the nefarious place, resolved ttsdf 
brieily into the following sentence : — 

" Whereas one of the holy monks of Conrads* 
bui^, being officially engaged in the dischai^ie of bis 
public duties according to the rule of his order, hat 
be«) scandalously and criminally interrupted, at- 
tacked and cruelly murdered, while in fulfilment of 
such trust, by sgme person or persons unknown; 

" It IB hereby enact«d, that the village of Stan- 
gerode shall, in consequence, be fined in perpetuity, 
m the penalty of a new cowl tax, and that each of 
the fourteen bouses (all of which the place then con- 
sisted) shall be first merced in the sum of a silver 
penny. That such cowl tax shall be armually levied 
upon St Thomas's day in a pnbUc assembly, and to 
be paid under penalty of one barrel of herrings and a 
cask of wine, for every minute that such payment is 
delayed after the hour of sunrise ; and that such for- 
feits be brought in penitent procession by the inha- 
bitants of Stang^vde to the monastery of Conrads- 
burg." 

The spirit of lHt>th^ Marcus was thus propitiated, 
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he wes avenged upon the wicked inhabitants where 
such a deed had been peq>etnited, and from that 
day forth, St. Thomas's day, he no longer appeared 
in his real form, but merely in the shape of a dumb 
hound ot a calf. And even to this day, though 
mote rarely in proportion as infidelity b^ns to pre- 
vail, he still permits himself to be seen between the 
days of the 20th of November and 20th of Decem- 
ber, by moonlight, either bleating like a calf or baying 
like a hound. But seers only can distinguish him ; 
though all may plainly enoi^h hear him bleat, and 
sometimes feel him too, like the burden of a hundred 
veight upon their shoulders. At other times he 
cotses in the shape of a night-mare, and presses the 
poor sleeper down bo heavily upon his couch that he 
can scarcely get his breath.* 

* For the sake of illiutnitian, we ahull )iere add af«w remaiks 
connected with theahore traditicm. It is most probably cefer- 
•ble to the fifteenth centurj ; thoagh it difien from the nit 
of the dd popolar lajingi or tiaditiona. which leldom pieierve 
local names uncoirupted, having different ones in diSerenC 
nrnosgofthe same tales, while ths names of Härtung, Hierscho, 
Probat, &c. are jet dwelt npon by the people in tbeii nairaCiTe 
without any alteiatiort in them. This clearly proves, that there 
is some Teal hislorical fact which laid the ground work of the 
pMSnt story, and impressed itself ereu in some minute paiticu- 
Ian npoD ilie memory of the people.— Ot, 
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No traveller approaches the disinal niinB of the Dum- 
burg without a ieeling of involuntary ave. If night 
happen to overtake him near Üih melancholy spot, 
he becomes anxious, he ahuddera, and shrinkhif u 
it were vithin himself, tries to pass more rapidly 
dong. For when the sun is sunk in the west and he 
treads over the site of the ancient castle, he may heer 
deep sighs, stifled groans, and the rattling of chains 
from .the hollow graves and vaulted passages below. 
Then about midnight, there will appear to his view 
through the thin moonshine, the spirits of those an- I 

cient knights who erst swayed with iron sceptre all ' 

the trembling land. In fearful fiery guise rise up ' 

twelve long white figures out of the mouldering ' 

vaults, the ruins of a thousand years, bearing along 
a gigantic cofiin which they set down upon the old 
walla and then silently vanish away. Then also the 
skeletons and sculls scattered along the clifis may be 
seen in motion ; but not a voice is heard. ^ 

* Dumbn^, vhofle maHey voJla still bid defiance to time, 19 ' 

ulnated between tlie moaealerieB of HedcislelKn and Aden- 
leben, to the east point of Hakels, a wood beloaging to the prin- I 

dpalitj of HelbeiBtadt, between Kachatedl and GtmiiigeD, I 

which once (onned a portion of the^Hartz. — Or. 
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Robbers are known to have long haunted the le- 
giona of Dumbur|;, who ravaged ihe country, md 
despoiled or mmdered poor way-taring; men, and 
merdiants whom they met proceedug from Leipsic to 
Brunswick; These treasures, with those of violated 
chniches end convents, they heaped together and 
buried in cavemB deep under ground. The deep wells 
were filled with corpses of the slain, while the fret- 
ful castle precipices were often heard echoing to the 
groans of dyin^ wretches, dying the worst of deaths, 
that of hunger ; and long did these infernal retreats 
of Üie robber chiefs remain undiscovered ; till at length 
diey {Movoked the vengeance of the allied princes of 
the adjacent districts. 

These despoiled treasuies — gold, silver, and pre- 
cious stones, are stiU said to lie in heaps in some' of 
die secret undiscovered cellars and vaults belonging 
to Dumburg. Seldom is it permitted the casual pas- 
senger to behold them ; to find a sin^e entrance, 
though' the long fallen door-wap i:an yet be traced. 
S{»rits of monkish days, and also real monks have 
been more than once seen winding down the silent 



One evenii^ a poor woodman engaged in felUag 
a beech, gnnring behind some of the rocky ruins, saw 
a grey monk come forth and walk slowly into the 
{(sest. The woodman hid himself behind the tree ; 
the monk went by, and then returned towards the 
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oavenis. But the rustic was too quick for him ; he 
slipped after him, aod watched him standing at a 
little ioot -which none of the villagers had ever dis- 
covered. The monk.t^ped go^y, and said, " Ofßai 
little doorl" and the door epr^ag open; " Shut, 
littiedoor!" and the little door closed. Twnbling 
from head to foot, Üie woodman had haidl; {Resence 
of mind enough to mark the spot with some twigs, 
and atooea piled upoo each other. From this time, 
he could no longer ,eat nor sleep, such was his cu- 
rioaity to inspect what it was the cellar coatained 
with the wouderfiil door. 

The next Saturday evening, be [ffepared himself; 
and when the sun had risen on the ensuing morning, 
he proceeded with a rosary in his hand towards the 
identical caverns. Shortly he stood at the door, his 
teeth chattering in his bead ; for the ghost iu the 
mcuk's dress still haunted bis fancy. But no ghost 
appearing, he tapped with trembbng hand at the little 
door, but ventured to say nothing. He first listened, 
and listened loi^, but heard nothing. 

At length be b^an to pray with all his heart and 
strength to all the Holy Saints, and to the Viigin, 
and then knocked quickly, without knowing hardly 
what he did, saying: " Open, little door!" though 
his voice was weak and low, yet the door sprang open, 
and he saw before him a small twilight passage. He 
ventured in, and very soon the path brought him to 
a spacious well-lighted vault. " Shut, little door. 1" . 
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said he, quite unconsciously as before, and the door' 
cloaed beynd him. 
' He |)roceeded doubtfully fbrwaida, and beheld 
la^ i^n TCrisels and bags filled with fine old dollars 
and heavy gold pieces. Caskets of rich pearls and 
jends were also there; vay costly tabernacles and 
heathen im^es placed upon nob!e tables, which ex- 
cited the poor man's utmost aetoniehment. He 
Crossed himself, and wished he were a thousand miles 
from the enchanted spot, yet could scarcely resist the 
temptation of appropriating some portion of these use- 
less treasures. Were it only to buy clothmg for his poor 
wife and eight children who were almost in rags. 

Shutting his' eyes, he stretched out his hand, and 
took a few gold pieces from the bag which stood next 
hint -, he then felt to see wheäier his head were still 
^t upon bis shoulders, and at last ventured to open 
hb eyes. Next he proceeded to the dollars; took 
two handsfull, thrust some silver plate under his arm, 
and turned round to go. " Cwne again !" cried a 
hollow voice, from the depths of the cavern; the 
tvhdie place 'seemed to whirl round with the poor 
woodman. " Litl]e door, open I Open, little door!" 
hecfied, as he reached the spot, in haste. The door 
opened, and then, " Shut, little door !" he added in a 
bolder voice, and it closed behind him. 

He ran home as fast as his heels could cairy bim ; 
said nothing about his new fortunes, but piously went 
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to tlie first convent church, and offered two .tenthiof 
all he had thought with him, to be given as alms to 
the poor. The foUowing moniing, he went to town, 
and purchased some new dreMes for his wife and chil- 
dieo, of which they were much in want. He said he 
had luckily found, while delving up the roots, erf a 
beech tree, an old ddlai and two gold pieces, which 
he employed to buy them. 

On the ensuing Sunday, he proceeded with quicker 
step towards the httle door in the cliffs ; repeated the 
former process, filled his pockets fuller than before, 
and turned to go. " Come agam 1" cried the same 
deep voice, and according to invitation, he went the 
third Sunday, and met with as good a reception as 
before. He now began to esteem himself a rich man i 
but what was he to do with hia riches T He bestowed 
two tenths, to be suie, upon the church and ihe poor ; 
and he had no resource but to bury the rest over 
again in his own cellar ; applyii^ to it only, like 
a sensible man, when his family was in want Still he 
could not resist his inclination to measure his amount 
of treasure ; for as it happened he had never learnt to 
count. 

So he went to his oei^bour's, a thriving wealthy 
man, but one who pined for more amidst his abun- 
dance ; garnered up his com, defrauded his labourers of 
their just hire, oppressed the widow and the orphan, 
distrained upon his tenants, thou|^ he had no family 
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of his own. From faim the woodman borrowed tt 
measure to mete out his gold. 

Now the said buahel had several chinks ia it, 
thtough which the miser was in the habit when 
buying to shake a good deal of com, filling up 
again from the poor salesman's heap ; and when sel- 
ling, to shake it back into his own: far he was 
wealthy, and none ventured to gainsay him. In one 
of these said chinks, some bits of gold happened to 
stick fast, and escaped the attention of the woodman 
when he meted out his gold. But on returning the 
measure, the hawk-eye of the miser was not so easily 
deceived. Off he went, in search of the poor wood- 
man, whom he found at work as usual ia the forest : 
" What were you measuring this morning in my 
bushel V was his first salutation. " Chips, and beech 
nuts, to be sure;" was the ie[dy. Shaking his head, 
the usurer displayed the precious fragments he had 
found ; ^and at the same time threatened his neigh- 
bour with justice and the rack, imleu he confessed 
every thing connected with the afiaii. In this case 
he pramised to reward him, and pressed the woodman 
■0 hard, that tie was compelled to reveal the whole 
secret, not omitting the fearful words. 

From this time forth, the vile usurer did nothing ' 
but devise methods and consult thewoodman, how 
best to transport the whole treasure, at one tnne, 
from the hidden places to his own house ; and next 
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how to proceed in search of new. He had Kt hia 
heart upon having the whole ; had made his calcula- 
tioDS and fixed the manner in which he woidd pur- 
chase daily one hide, and one acre after anoüier ; or 
in defaidt of purchase, to threaten and to «wear hia 
nei^bours out of their ri|;hütt] posaessioDE^ undl he 
became master oyer aU. In this way he imagined he 
m^bt soon be aUe to possess himself iji the adjacent 
Tillages, and [becoming a great. lord of the manois, 
perh^ receive from the empenn: letters patent erf 
DiDbility, and render himself undisputed despot of the 
country round. 

The woodman did not at all aj^rove the idea of 
his wicked ne^hbour going in person to the ruined 
castle. He even entreated hin} to desist from his de- 
sign, described the ^^at danger; and illustrated it 
with a thousand hapless examples of the fate of gold 
diggers. But what argument wQl restrain the hand 
of avarice from dipping into an open money-bag? 
By dint of threats and promises, th« woodman waa 
induced to bear the miser company, as far as the 
door ; forth^ he would not go. So he was to take 
hie station there, and receive the bags which the 
usurer prc^KMed to tmi^ out, and to conceal äiem 
- among the Burroundiog bushes. He was pr(»nised 
cme-balf, and the chtuch one-tenth, ' (he would not 
agree with the woodman for tiro,) foi this service : 
while the village paupers were all to have new clothes. 
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Tiüa was all the nUBer would do; tboagh in tuet he 
had concluded, within himself, that the moment he 
conld di^nge with the woodman's services, he would 
find an opportunity of trippiu^ him down the deep 
well under the castle walls ; to give the poor nothing 
at all, and present the church only with a few Ught 
pieces, which he was then weighing; in his own mind> 

On the next Sunday every thing was prepared, 
and ere snn-rise the miser was on his way, with Üie 
woodman at his side, towards Dumburg cliffs. On 
his sboaldeis he cairied a three-bushel sack, with 
some twenty smaller ones in it ; a large gnibbing-aM^ 
and a spade. Once more, the woodman warned him 
earnestly against all such proceedings, but all iävain'; 
he then entreated him to recommend himself to the 
holy saint ; yet all in vain. The wicked miser walked 
on, grinding his teeth and blaspheming within hira> 
self. 

They now approached the door, and the woods- 
man who did not at all like the adventure, but whose 
fears of the rack were stronger than those of the 
ghost, kept at as decent a distance as he well could, 
to receive the sacks. " Open, little doorl" cried the 
com usurer eagerly ; longing to behold the gold. It 
opened, and in be went " Shut, little door I" again 
be said, and the door was shut. Scarcely had he 
reached the vault, and saw the bags and oadcets fiiH 
of sparkling gold ahd precious stones, feeding bis 
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greedy eyes upon tliem for a moment, tbui he seized 
his Racks, opened one, and began to fill. 

Then came, heavy and slow, from the furthei end 
<^ th« cavern, its fiery eyes fixed upon the Htiser, a 
huge black hound. It came and lay down, first upw 
one and then another of the gold bags, until it had 
gooe over the whole. " Away, thou rapacious man !" 
sounded in the miser's ears, and the black hound 
grinned horriUy in his face. Half dead with terroi, 
he crept upoa his hands and knees towaids the dpot. 
But in his alarm, he fo^t to say, " Open, Uttle 
dpOT ;" repeatedly crying out, " Shut the door, shut 
the door;" thinking of the.honnd that was slowly fcA- 
lowinghim ; and the door remained closed. 

Long did the poor woodman with beating hcarl, 
await the miser's return. At length he approached 
the door, and thought he could hear stified sighs and 
groans, mixed with a deep hollow howling ; and then 
fdlwae still. He now heard them ringing for mass 
at the neighbouring monastery. He eroded himseL^ 
took his rosary and prayed. Then he tapped at the 
door, " Open," he said, " little door ;" and it opened. 
What a flight 1 there lay the bleeding body of his bttd 
neighbour, stretched lifeless upon his own sacks ; and 
behold farther in the cave, the whole array of bags 
and caskets filled with gold and diamonds began to 
disappear ;. down they all went, deep and deeper, be- 
fore his eyes, into the bow^ of the earth. 
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Far aronnd this castle, among Üie mount&ins of the 
Hutz and in the Thurin^h forests, appeals tiie 
wild hunter of Hackelnbei^. His faTOiite haunts, 
however, are in Hackel, from which he derives his 
name, and more partiqularly in the district of Dum- 
bmg. He is often be»id at midnight, as he drives 
through shmn and rab, or in the dim moonshine, 
when the heavens are overcast, he chaws with his 
swait bounds the shadows of wild animals he once 
destAjyed, through the clouds. Most frequently 
the chase goes over Dumburg, straight athwart the 
Hackel towards the now ruined villages of Ammen- 
dorf-t 

' * It ia related b; Hondorff, (m his Tbe&t. Hirt. p. 188,) that 
in the jeai 1378, a ceitaia necrommcer wlio airtred at Ciaot- 
nach Erom the Ifetheilaiid*, one day in the open market plac« 
■track off biapige'a head, asd after leaving the bodj for the apac« 
of half an hirar npon the groond he again united it to the trank. 
The page then linng with hie dogs into the air, gave the hnnts- 
man'a czj, and rode abont a« if engaged in the chace. A ä- 
miln ezhitntion in the doodewaa displayed by D[>ctar Faostus 
to tlie Italian Ambassadors ; and is likewke said to have been 
ia the power of J. SconuotFnuikfort,ofZoKMStei,andofBobeTt 
of Nonoandy. (Gorrss Deutschen Volksbüchei, p.SSO-I.) 

t Upon the limits of the village of Hakebton, not tu from 
the little town of Egebk— Or. 
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He baa never been seen except by a few aabbath- 
bom childien. Sometime« he meets tbem as a so- 
litary hunter vitb a single dc^, at others borne in 
a chariot with four horses, attended by six large 
hounds. All, however, may hear bis fierce prc^eas 
tiirongb the rushing air, the hoarse cry of bts dogs, 
and the tramp of his steeds, as if dashing; throngh 
the moor watera, and of^n^ too, his wild ka t fmf 
as he speeds along, preceded by his guide, the targe 
homed owl, with her solitary whoop. 

There were once three travellers who bad sat 
down to refresh themselves, not fax from Dumburg. 
The night was gathering fast, the moon sh<»ie fit- 
fully through the fleeting clouds» and all waa silent 
around as the Icaah. Suddenly was heard a rushing 
like a strong current over their heads. Tbey looked 
up, and a great homed owl flew over them, " Ha !'' 
cried one of the travellers, " there is the Stut-ozel, 
and the wild hunter Hackelnberg is not far." "Let 
us öy then," exclaimed the second in great alarm, 
" before the monster overtake us." " There is no 
time," said the other, " and you have nothing to fear 
if you will not provoke him. Lie down on your 
faces while be passes over us, and say not a word ;. 
remember the fate of the shepherd." 

Tlie travellers laid themselves down among the 
bushes, the loud rushing of the hounds, as if tramp- 
ling down the grass, and high above them in the ait 
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ttie stifled cry of the hard pfeitsed änimftl, mingled 
from time to time with the fierce sonnd of Uie h»n- 
ter's A« ,' Au ! Two of tiie travellers pressed closer to 
the ^irnd, but the third could not resiat his desire 
of seeing what passed. He glanced sideways throng 
the bushes, and fi&w the shade of the dark hunter, tn^ 
-ing on his dogs as he speeded by. As suddenly again 
every tiling wa» stiil. The travellera rose trembfeg 
from their hiding place, and gazed wistfully towards 
Hackelnbei^; but all had vanished and was seen no 
more. But wh&t is the Stut-ozel ? enquired one of 
them after a long pause. 

" In one of the convents at 'niuringeti,'' readied 
tbe other, " there once resided a nun of the name of 
Ursel. This creature being of a violent temper, beat 
the sisterhood, and often interrupted their hymns 
with her harsh sharp voice ; so that they soon gave 
her the nick name of Tut, or Stut Ursel. But they 
bittedy repented having done this after her death. 
For always after eleven o'clock at night, she ap- 
peared in the shape of a screech owl, and thrust her 
head into the choir of the church, destroying tiie 
harmony of their hymns with her haish tones, stam- 
mering worse than before. The same occurred in the 
morning at' four o'clock, as she never fidled to join in 
their choral songs. 

" With trembting limbs the sisterhood supported 
this situation for a few days ; but on her fourteenth 
visit one of the nuns whispered her next neighbour Id 
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great alanq ; " Now 1 am sure it ii the Urad !" 
The bymn ceased, a sudden terror seized on all; 
theii hair brisäed.up, the coloui foisook their lips, 
and tliey alt ran out of the choich during senice, 
shrieking, " It is the Ursel, the Tut Ursel !" and no 
threats or persuaaions could induce them again to 
enter it, until the persecuting spirit of Unel wai 
banished horn the convent walls. One of the most 
celebrated exorcists of his time was sent for from the 
borders of the Danube, bdon^ng to an oider of 
C^nichins, and by dint of fast and prayer, he suc- 
ceeded in expeUing Ursel in the shape of a great h(»ned 
owl, and driving her among, the ruins of Dumbui^. 

" At that time the wild hunter was passing over 
Hackelnberg, and hearing the An .' hu I of the great 
homed owl as he drove along, he found it so well 
adapted to hig own cheer for his hoimds and horses, 
that he entreated to have her company in the 
chase, and they were never afterwards separated. 
And away they speed, pursuing their prey through 
storm and rain and cloud, rejoicing to be freed fiom 
the close convent walls, and listening to the mountain 
echoes of their own wild shouts and sonfa, mingled 
with the cry of their hounds, and the sighs and pan> 
tings of their prey. 

" Such," said the traveller, shuddering, " is the 
stoiy of the Tut-ozel ; but what became of the young 
shepbei:d who hailed the hunter as he passed?" 
". Listen to his strange adventure '." was the reply. 
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" This shepherd once heard the wild hunt£r drawing 
near the place where he fed his flock. He gtive the 
hounds a cheer, and called out, ' Good lack to 
Hackelnbei^.' The wild hunter checked hie speed, 
as he shouted with a voice of thunder, ' Hast thou 
helped me to urge my dogs ! so shalt thou have a 
share in the quarry.' The poor hind shrank trem- 
bling away. But Hackelnberg flung after him a 
half devoured thigh bone of a horse ; which smote 
him as he sat in his sheep cart, so severely, that he 
has never since been able to hold himself upright, 
or to move backwards or forwards,"" 

* It Ü most probable that •ome greu huntei who loda in the 
middle ages, gave occaaion to tha preceding traditio», beloag- 
iag likewiae to the fiunily of the noblei of Hackebbeig or Hack- 
elbei^. The last diatii^uiabed Ninuod of bil lace waa Hana 
Von Hackclnba^, «ho onded Ma daja in an hoapital, doting 
the sixteenth ceutiuy, at a place not tax from Uwnberg, which 
liee on the borden of the Dachy of Brunawich. Upon his 
grave-atone in the chnich-jard of th^t place, is engrared the 
figure of a full equipped knight, mounted iqion a mole. Tia- 
Teilen paaüng throogh Wnlpeiode, oaed to atop to admire tha 
heavj armoDT of Hana there «zbiUted to view. Bnt äie beim 
i; (he teat of bia accoutrementa hairing beta 

In r^prd to the nnnge manner of his death, the follovnng 
traditiBn baa obtained currency ; and thin, ai being hiatoricaUy 
connected with tbe foragoing. may here be added. 

Ham Ton Hackehibe^, the docal maiter of the foraat* in 
Bruoawick, appear«! to live only tot the chacei In order to 
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indulge thia propeaiity he bouglit or hüed a number of adglt- 
boniiog chsH«, and demled tbe whole of hu time to tbe knit, 
tayerainf with hia foUovars and hii large stag hoosds, all the 
field*, toreite, and monntiüaouB diatricCs lound the Hartz, jear 
nftei jeer, both by day and night. He once passed the night 
in Hnrtibn^i and there he dreamed that he uw a terrific wild 
boar, which be attacked, and after a long ainiggle he fancied 
that be wu overcome. Ai he waked, the dieadfnl apparition 
■eemed still to hatmt him ; he could in no waj vanqnish its im- 
pieaeion, though be wu the first to laugh al the occnnence. 

Wandering a few days aftetwaide among the Lower Harti, 
be encountered an immeoae boar, the exact image of that he 
bad beheld in hia eleep ; in colour, in nie, end in the length 
and Btrength of hia tiiaka. But Hane knew no fear, and wai 
the fiiBt to begin the battle, which waa equallj ferocious, crafty, 
and unyielding on both sides. It long remained undecided, 
and it was only by employing hia Qtmost derterity and courage, 
when nearly reduced to the last extremity, that Hackelnberg 
lacceeded in laying his enemy low. Long he gazed upon hia 
aavage foe as he lay dead at hia feet, and then stamping upon 
his head 'with all his force, be ciied ; " No, thou haet not, and 
thoa sbalt not tear me, as thou tore me in my dream !" Such 
waa the violence with which he airuck hint with his foot, that 
one of the aharp tuska pierced his boot, and wounded him in 
the foot. 

At firel be thought little of tbe wound, and even continned 
the chaee until late at night. When he reached his castle, 
boweter, hia wound grew bo much worse for waut of proper 
care, and bandages, that he waa compelled to hasten towaida 
,Wolfenbüttetto gain assiatance. But the motion of the car SO 
greatly aggniTated the eymptotns, that it was with the ntmosl 
difficulty he reached tbe hospital at Wulperode. in which h* 
ahottly after his aiiiral died. — Oi< 
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In- and about the Braadsleben woods, which were 
once united to the district of Hakel and the Hartz, 
there once dwelt, ages ago, an unknown personage ; — 
no one having ever discovered who he was nor whence 
he came. This, howertr, gave the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood very little concern, as he was suffi- 
ciently designated for their purpose by the name of 
the Old One. He often came into the village without 
ex<üting observation, in order to give such assistance 
as he could, out of mere good-will to the worldng 
classes. He was particularly fond of takii^ upon 
himself the tending of the flocks, an employment at 
once easy and useful ; when their natiual guardians 
the shepherds were prevented, at sheep^eaiing, or 
at other times, from discharging their office. In this 
way he 'Went from one flock to another, according 
to a fair distribution of labour. 

In the flock of the shepherd Melle, a pretty party- 
coloured lamb was one day missing. Now the un- 

* Xeai Eggetutedt a village in tbe district of Magdebonrg, 
situated not fai from SomniersceDbuTg and Schonungen, a lai^ 
stons IB to be wen upon a green lowsrdi Seeltanaen, which 
th« people call the Wolfttein, in legaid to the foUowing tra- 
dilioo. — Oi. 
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known had often Tery urgently entreated to have thii 
lost lamb given him, and repeated his prayer every 
day; and always in vain. The shearing time came 
on, and M«Ue requested the Old One's auistance. He 
gave it with pleasure, and watched his flock; but 
when shepherd Melle returned home, and took muater 
of his Sock, he found neither the old man nor his fa- 
vorite .lamb ; both were nuBsing. 

The unknown had quite dii^peaied; no one 
could leant any' tidings of him. After a good lapae of 
time, one day the old gentleman appeared very sud- 
denly and unexpectedly before him, as he was pas- 
turing his flock in the vale of Katten. " Good day, 
Melle," said the Old One, " thy pretty lamb sends 
thee greetmg." At this sarcastic salute, the shepherd 
looked very black and surly, and rejdied by seimig 
his crook in <xdei to inflict a well-merited chastise- 
ment. 

But behold 1 in a moment the old unknown as- 
Bumed another foiro, and sprung upon Melle in the 
shape of a lai^ wolf. Frightened beyond all des- 
cription, Melle quite lost his presence of mind ; such 
was the ferocity of his enemy. But his dogt came 
to his assistance, and rushing upon the wolf, afW a 
long struggle, they compelled him to take to fl^fat. 
Away went the dogs after him, through wood and 
valley, until they again came up with him, and 
brought him to bay close to the village of Eggenitadt. 
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Melle vho had a little lecovered from the first shock, 
followed their track, and cried in a loud voice, as be 
approached, and found him surnnvnded by his dogt— 
" Now thou shalt surely die !" 

Then as suddenly the Old One stood before him 
in human shape, and enti«ated hard that he would 
spare him, vowing to God that he would never more 
meddle either with sheep or lamb, and that 1^ wodS 
make also ample compensation. But he could dot 
I^opitiate the insulted and angry shepherd ; he feD 
upon the Old One with his hedge chopper ; butlo! 
the unknown had disappeared. 

The shepherd, however, remarked a new sprung 
thombush at his side, which availed the Old One no- 
thing. He began loppii^ the branches with all his 
might, and was very speedily eradicating it altogether. 
The unknown was only just in time to save his 
stamina, by turning once more into a human shape, 
and then fled for his life. But the obstinate and da- 
relenting Melle was not thus to be thwarted of his re- 
venge. As he approached nearer his enemy, the 
wolf again attacked him; — again the dogs came, and 
he fled. This time he was not so lucky; — for one 
terrible blow of Melle's chopper, as he turned round 
upon the dogs, laid him dead upon the spot. 

An old ruined fragmoit of rock, stiU serres to 
mark the place whwe the were-wolf was slain, and it 
has ever since been known by the name of the Were- 
wolf's Stone. 
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GOTTSCHALCK," 



Is the author of a collection of about fifty national 
tniditioas,conipTehending one or two tales of a some- 
what more modem and extensive kind. These, how- 
ever, he has not arranged with the same local üiith 
and accuracy as the preceding ones of Otmar. Nei- 
therhas he embodied the whole of them with eqW 
simplicity and taste, at least if we may be permitted to 
form an opinion from some versions of the same stones, 
which had been previously bandied by that writer. Such 
duplicates indeed among German collectorE, are of no 
rare occunence, insomuch as to call for some little 
discrimination in referring a story to its first relater; 
the merit of which in general falls to the portion, as 
in the retailing of other anecdotes, of the one who is 
ingenious enough to array it in the best dress. Oc- 
casionally too, the same tales assume so very different 
a tone and character, that more especially should 

* Popular Tiaditioai and Tales of tbe Gecnuuu. Collected 
by Frederick Gotuchalcb. Halle. 1814. Also Hütoijof thi 
Feudal Cutles, and Mountain Foitnasea of Oeimany, 5 vol«. 
bdl. 18I0-SI. with plates. 

Cupar Frederick OotUclialck, waa bom at Sondenhfrnm m 
th« lötli dsj of Julj, 1TT3. He reaidea at Ballenatedt, with 
the title o( Auiatant Counsellor to tlie Duke of Anhalt-Ben- 
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theyhaf^u to bs.,ainunaf ones, the adecUr must 
be c&uliauB, lest like his origiaaLi, he treat hb to two 
or. mote, specimens of the sajne. There, aevertheleBB 
arer.alwRysa limited numbeT: .of curJouB and. original 
aUBXa to be obtainie4 fiom'.the.^eTeral seleiitioDB, 
whicb bearing Least FeBemblance to . qae another «nd 
tOjtbeJnas8,:wiltafifoni us a tolemUe degn& of va? 
liety.; while it it quite natural . that an exquisitely 
amusing or interesting tradition should be imitated 
and contended for with ai much zeal as the cities of 
Greece contended for the poem of the Ihad. 

' In Germany, howerer, whose enlarged and libe- 
rd. principles of critinsm are well deBerring of the 
gratitude and imitation of other nations,. Eimilar 
claims atul inquiries are almost im^ably piosei- 
coted xrith equal ardour, good humor, and good faith. 
Indeed they exhibit an ennobling picture of the re- 
pubtic of letters ; they admit a community of literary 
lights and inteiesta, a sort of national partnership in 
all their works; lending and borrowing from each 
odier with perfect openness and freedom, and with 
slight acknowledgment of the mutual obLgations 
due.« 

* Götbe and Schüler weie engaged coDJointly in maLy of 
their labora, and the foimeT would appear, id eome ioalances, to 
haTe boen indebted to the dramas bf Leesing, who likewise 
composed one upon the inhjecC of Faiutus, though of very dif- 
foieiit cbaractei and preteasions. — Ed. 
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Agreeably to this liberal and useful system, we 
obteiye that the collector before us, rema^ at the 
close of his elaborate preface, with the perfect naivet^ 
of a good German : " And here 1 cannot deny my- 
self the gratification of givii^ a place to the follow- 
ing annotations, from the pen of my highly esteemed 
friend Privy Counsellor BeckerdorfiT, who has had the 
goodness to offer them to my acceptance, with sin- 
gular and welcome courtesy, as an accompaniment to 
the first portion of my work." — Preface, p. xi. 

lliat the difBculties to be encountered in com- 
[nling a work of this nature are not wholly, like the 
stories, of an imaginary description, may be gathered 
fiom the following passage from the German cfA- 
lector's preface, which his Enghsh translator here 
ventures humbly yet broadly to advance as some 
apt^ogy for unintentional errors and omissions with 
which he fears his work will too much abound: 
" As to myself, I hesitate not to avow that I am con- 
vinced that a complete collection of the Popular Ger- 
man Tales, arranged in a regular chronological and 
local series wiU continue to remain a desideratum, 
until the whole shall be brought together from a va- 
riety of sources, and shall thus be found ready pre- 
pared for the eye of some future benefactor of dux 
n^ional popular jnoductions; which may then be 
embodied in a {xt^ressive chronoli^ical and geogra- 
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phical view ; forming a populai history h^^y curious 
and intereBting."* — Preface, p. x, 

* lliat auch a work nonld indeed, provs tralj -ralualile no leu 
to the Bntiqnaij and tlie man of taste, thaa to the noret rea^ei: 
and the peasuit, tbere can be TRj little doabt ; but as Gottacbalck 
joatly obaeTTeB, wber«ia tbeautlu» toba founds— Ed, 
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FREDE aiCK GOTTSCHALCK.» 



High above the aurrounding hills of the Hartz, is 
seen a möantaia, whose towering peak commands a 

• Feihapa, njt Ike aathoi, a collection of Oenom popoUl 
Uories on haidly be more appropriately commenced than wiüi 
atraditioa of ao aadent and faTorile a chanutei, ID Tei; gene- 
mllj diSuaed, ind in otbij mobs so welt entitled to the name of 
a national traditioa, as llie abora. — GriTTBcuALci. 

lU origin may be traced to ibe hiitoiy of Chsilemagiie. 
Eqnallj in^und vith ^ligioiu and beioic viewe, lie first opened 
the theatre of wai in Gsnaanj, where ho wai opposed by the 
SazoDB with all the r^e of barbaric freedom miited to idolacrom 
hatred of the new religion, Miaght to be btrodnced. Bcaolved 
both upon their conqoeit and conversion, Cbartemagne was in- 
*olT«d in a fierce war, which was piolonged during three and 
thii^ yean. At length, indignant at their long reaiatance. b« 
pnt an indiscriminately to the swoid, who refused the rite of 
baptism ; but the moment he engaged in othei wars, the Saiooa 
as often resumed their sacrifices to idols in their woods. When 
drrrea tram these, they sought the still wilder retreats and hat- 
nessea of the Harts monntains, in puticalai the Bracken, »t 
that time almost nm^iproachable. At the period of their leslal 
rites and sacrifices, Charlemagne stationed gnards at the pasaoa 
of the mountains ; though the Saxons succeeded in celebratiag 
them, by adopting the following contriiauce. They anayod 
IbemselvBi, tike goblins, with the skins and honu of beast«, 
with Gie-forks in tbeix bands, and those rode instruments which 
they used as protection against wild beasts, and durii^; their 
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view of more than äfteen miles. This ia called the 
Brocken ; except when mention is made of those old 
enchaatments and wizard-rites which were ag^ ago, 
and are eyen still siud 1o be celebrated within its so- 
litaiy domain ; when it mote properly takes the name 
of the Blockabe:^. Upon its cold and sterile summit, 
iolaid with a thouiiand mälion glittering ap«cimens of 
rock-«tone, the devil is in the habit, of holding an an* 

ncrificial ritea a* thej danced round the altar. Thus anned, 
tliey pot tlie whole of the (erriBed guaida to flight, and pTo- 
ceeded to imite the people to their fesCival. Hence, lis celehra- 
liini mlliB fintof Hif, (m the wildest legioa of the Harii, vith 
th« aow jet lying on the Brocken, naturally enougb gate tise 
aaoag tLe ChristianB, to the belief of witches riding, that night, 
apoD their bioomsticki, to add to the infernal mirth and myiteiy 
of these heathen rite& 

In fact, the early Chiiitians amfoimly eiewed idolatry as 
the worship at demoiu ; and firmly believed that the devil him- 
aeK, in «pits af ChBrlemBgne's Cbiutian gnaida. found hii way 
through the air to grre lest to the paity asiembled, in honor of 
him, ap<m tbe top of the Brocken. Such auperttition received 
force from the appeuance of (he teirific and faulaatic figures, 
haimtiog the moimtBiiia pievions to the festal day, and which, 
aeen by the soldiers, were reported with a variety of diabolicaJ 
oaoBents and additions. The first of May is mpposed to have 
lieeii aelected as a welcome of Iha a{ipn)achiDg year i and the 
rit«*. alwqs mider diabolical patronage, celebrated in honor of 
tbe godd«» Oicent ; while the custom, stilt prevalent in many 
parts of Germany, of adorning tlie houses and churches on that 
day, is doobtless some remnant of the heathen festival, — See 
Gott. Fotlu-mäichen. pp. S, 9, 10. 
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nual aasembly, most Splendid of itB Idnd, on the nigbt 
of tlie last day of April, namely, on the weU-kaown 
WalpurgiB ni^t, consiatmg of all the witches and 
sorcerers on earth. After the tolling of the midnight 
hour, his ^eats flock in &om all sides, conveyed by 
their usual eqnipaige of homed beasts and biids, goats, 
rams, owls, &c. bearing them through the air upon 
brooms, [HtchforkB, and giants' bones, while the devil 
is kind enough, oa his part, to Iwing many of his 
l^ests along with him. The company being met, a 
grand bonfire opens the scene ; the dance goes round, 
the whole tut is lit with fire-brands, and fire stirring 
and blowing ; shouting and dancii^, with fire-woiks 
of every kind, continue until the guests are well weary 
of the shew. But then fint feeling himself inspired, 
the devil mounts his devil-pulpit, and begins to blas- 
l^eme bU the Holy Saints and Angela ; on the ccm- 
clusion of which he gives a supper, consisting whdly 
of sausages which ai'e served on the witch altars. 
The hag that is nnlucky enough to arrive last, is con- 
demned by inmiemorial custom, for neglect of du^, to 
die a cruel and ignominious death, serving at once as 
a warning to late visitors, and to lend animation to 
the scene. For after a warm embrace from the re- 
gent of the under-world, she is suddenly torn in pieces 
by the rest ; her flesh is strewed as an example on the 
altar, and displayed as one of the master-keys of the 
devil's banquet. 
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At the first blush of dawn, the whole of the gentle 
sister and brotherhood disperse in all directions in 
search of other wind-falls, until a future meeting. In 
order that this same unholy alliance may produce no 
mischief either to man or beast, in tlie course of their 
annual excnraion, the neighbouring dwellers of the 
Brocten take care, on the approach of the dread Wal- 
purgis night, to draw the sign of three crosses over 
the doors of their houses and outhousfis ; being firm 
in the persuasion that both they and' their families 
can by no other means be secured from the ill d.e8igns 
of the wicked sjMrits who are then on the watch to 
enchant them* 

* Ad old ballad from the aame etory is |;iveQ by BüflchiDg 
in his Folkaagen. Leipeic, 1811. Ija origin is likewise mora 
.))aTÜCDluly ioTcAigated in a (oar tbiougb the Harti and (ha 
jjeiaan diatrict. Bionswick, 1T9T.— Cott. 
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Iir tlte same valley as the Uat-meDticmed, near As- 
chersleben, lies a verdaot atrip of land, known by the 
name of the Dandng Meadow — a name which the 
following tradition will serve to illustrate. 

Ages ago, the Uooming daughters of the neigh- 
bouring burghers were often in tjie habit of assem- 
blii^; on a summer's erening, when the weather was 
fin«, to enjoy one another's society, in this .enchanting 
vale ; during which the dance was never forgotten. 
Besides it was a custom for all the young brides on 
the day before their nuptials, to meet here the play- 
mates of their infant years, whose circle they were 
about to quit for ever, and to join in a parting dance 
along with the bordering tenants of the well-known 
scene. And long did this celebration of youthM 
joys continue uninterrupted, until the time of its being 
profaned and violated by one of the adjacent lords of 
Ranbburg. 

A party happened to have met on the second 
evening of these rural ceremonies previous to a wed' 
ding, and were on the point of escorting home their 

* The nme itorj u ilao to be ftnmd in Otmai (Nkchtigit 
in Uslbentadt) uwsll u raUtad bj Eiieg«r. See tha Aloxii- 
bad, in the lowra Hart*. MtpUtnigh, ISIS. Sto. c 31fi, £iM 
edition. — Gott. 
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rich and bsautifol betrothed late cut a <dear moon- 
light night, with all the mirthlu] tiiumph of dancing, 
iupoceiit gaiety and toag- Not the «tu^ of the 
gue«ta, howev», were deaUned to reach their home. 
Two of tlie moet beautiful maid^ deappeared ; and 
aotwitiutanding the most active exertioDa oa the part 
of their friends and relatives, no ttace of them could 
be discovered, their seats remained that night vacant 
in the domestic circle, and within a few hours all was 
ccmfuNDD, no less among die parents, than in the sur- 
rouoding abodes. Many weeping eyes were kept 
awake ; their lorecs swore the deadliest cevange ; for 
tLey found reason to suqtect that under the veil of 
night, a g^evous wrong had been [aemeditated, and 
pwbf^tt accomplished, which left them nothing but 
the h(^ of revenge. 

And in part their fears were well grounded ; some 
domestics in the service of the chief of Arnstein be- 
c<Muing acquainted with the hour of the intended 
festival, bad the audacity, for the purpose of amusing 
themselves, and indulging their master's propensities, 
to he concealed in an adjacent thicket. Under cover 
of the night, they succeeded in seizing upon two of 
die dancera, who happening to stmy from their com- 
panions, had aiqftroached nearest to tfaem, and they 
W6re instantly conveyed, amid shouts of surrounding 
levdry and rgoidngs, unheard, into the neighbouring 
Harts mountains, until a fit time should occur to con- 
vey them to their ultimate destinatj<»i in Raubburg. 
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Scarcely had the eim Btreaked the horizon od the 
following morning, when a number of the citizens 
whose anxiety had kept them awake, were seen as- 
sembled before their doors, in order to advise with 
the suffering parents on the best measures to be 
adopted. Soon they learnt that a secret messcDgei 
who had been despatched upon some private afiair, 
and was returning, ere day-break, over the moun- 
tains, had heard sufficient to prove the forcible ab- 
duction of the young women, although he had lost 
the track of the robbers among the hills. There 
was reason, however, to conclude, that they must 
reside somewhere upon the Amstein; but their 
haunts were still a secret. The magistrates upon 
this, being made acquainted with the facts, instantly 
solicited a meeting of the relatives of the abducted 
parties, along with all the elders of the place, while 
they attempted in the meantime to preserve calm- 
ness and moderation in the minds of the incensed 
citizens. The chief part of the assembly were _ for 
instantly arming the whole of the inhabitants capable 
of bearing arms, in order, if possible, to surprize and 
destroy the hated and notorious castle Amstein, 
which they said ought long since to have been levelled 
with the ground. But besides the uncertamty of the 
information recetvai, it was justly remarked by the 
magistrates who presided, tliat it would require 
months of open aiid decided hostility, to capture so 
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powerful and well proviaioiied a caatle as that of 
Raubbtirg, whence the formidable enemy made his 
defkredatioils ; while, moreOTer, the present case called 
for instant redress. 

At length, after a long and stormy discussion of 
the most efficacious means for obtaining it, during 
which the heads of the more bold and indignant had 
leisure to grow cooler, it was agreed to adopt the 
tiast suggestion of one of the oldest magistrates, who 
explained to the council, the superior opinion he en- 
tertained of a rule de guerre, by which he trusted 
that the freedom of the abducted party would be 
more speedily accomplished. 

In the first place every one must retmn quietly 
back to his own bouse, concealing his feelmgs of 
indignation and revenge, as well as he could. Then 
just as if nothing extraordinaiy had occuned at the 
late festival, as if the absence of none of the party 
had been noticed, or that their return was quietly 
expected ; another nuptial evening should be, as soon 
as possible, announced with even more of bustle. and 
splendour than the former ; all their neighbours to be 
invited to the dance, and information sent by trusty 
messengers to the adjacent villages around. 

Accordingly these same tidings reached the ears 
of the lord of Amstein, who on receiving an invi- 
tation along with his knights and squires, loudly 
ridiculed the stupidity of the poor citizens, who 
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thus actmlly threw their dttugfaten in ha way. Then 
■midrt oBtfai and laughter, a stiU more extended 
uconioB than tfae fonner waa dstenniDed npcm, tiie 
whole of the part; present declaring tlut thty would 
this- time each and erery one seiae on his indivtduai 
prey af^ the cloie of the dance. 

About twÜiglit on the appMnted day, t^ mea- 
dow wai seen covered with beantiM gioupa of dan- 
cer«, yet with «U titia, no vii^ina this day trod the 
scene: they were safe in their parental manakina. It 
was the atont citizent, and next to them their eldest 
boys vb» were anayed in women'i attÜK, with n«w)y 
sharpened weapons concealed under dicir dothea, 
aU intent npon aveogiii^the honor of thsir daughters, 
their niters, oi their betrothed, and fat crez in 
Aitare to secure it. They begui the dance with 
sounds of Kvdry and mirth, yet soneirimt iididned 
to the tone of womnnhood, while their hearts throb- 
bed for raufeaDoe, until the Eq>pro«ch of midnight, 
when their trusty aeouts brought word of the yet 
near and nearer advance of the hml of Anatein, 
approaching softly towards the sfxit. 

Now the dancing party seen» to break up— 
concludiag with the old national figures,* and ting- 

* Ntuneil the Gionfalertani, ona like tlist of miiBC othsr 
cauntrieft, which doiei the festive sceae, partakiiig of fiver 
chBnctsii*tit> thoD M« eihibited ia Üie jmrv'uitm Ggam, le- 
ninding a* rf the oi^^ and element!, u it «ere of tbe nt 
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iBg, and appEurently drawing homewBrds. But be- 
hold 1 the next moment the chief of Amstein burst 
into the midst of them followed by his knights and 
pages, oa faoraebpck and on foot, all eager to join 
in the poTBuit, of which they vainly hoped that their 
fonu«* depredation was ouJy a poor specimen. 

They let him advance ; and the chief no sooner 
found hinudf in the midst of the dancers, than he 
threw himself &om his steed in order to enjoy the 
pleasure and applause of bearing off the intended 
bnde with his own hands. But what was the feeling 
he expeiiencediwhen, as with a thundering voice and a 
laugh of joy he claimed the bride for himself, the 
bri^t steel flashed in his eyes, and smote his out- 
stretched arm, before he could diaw it back, quite 
through and through. SmarUng with pain andut- 
tafiBg curses of revenge, he started back to regain 
his steed. But ten strong arms were about him ; he 
felt himself pinioned hand and foot and neck, as if 
rhaina of iron girt him round. Soma of the knights 
and p^;es wh.o hastened with threats to his assis- 
tance, were aAer a short struggle, overpowered and 
secured; iiu»t of them however esc^)ed with cries of 

itielf. Tbl* it U well knami it really only (he sj^bal of coujt- 
■hip, thiougboot iti Tsiioai cluracten «ad gnulaäoDS ; and the 
mora polished (he people, the nune poliihed and le«B cbuaC' 
(eiUtic form« doei ihett dance assume. — En. 
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terror and surprize, and wounded vith sabres or with 
stones. 

ITie chief culprit, however, was carried with 
shouts of triumph into the city. There the lord of 
Amstein was thrown forthwith into a. large sotitai; 
dungeon, and there he confessed on beholding the 
preparations for his approaching; execution, the deeds 
he had perpetrated and farther intended to accom- 
plish. The young ladies were at his own command 
immediately delivered to their friends; in conse- 
quence of which, after paying a heavy penalty and 
taking a memorable oath never again to commit any 
offence against the city or its inhabitonta, he wa» 
rfileased irom his terrific chains. Bat these chains, 
in which he for months languished, are still pre- 
served and are now to be seen in the town house at 
Aschersleben, a lasting monument of the skill and 
foresight of the old times, and very worthy of the 
admiration of future generations.* 

• The suae »lorj his been variooslj lelated by other bands, 
tliougb not perhapii witli equal power and an equal ail af am- 
plicity and probabiliry. It is decidedly of biatorical origin, 
founded upon aome real event ; tboogh we donbt vhether a 
aaveller would jet be able to obtain a sigbt of tbe lord of 
Raubbnrg'a bonds, even at the town-bouse of Ascbemlebea. 
It likewise evidfnlly belongs to some of tbe early cbiTalric tn- 
ditioD«, arising out of the feudal tyranny of tbe knigbu, wbich 
so often induced bitter fends and wars both with Ibe citizens 
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and the peuantr;, aSbcding a fidd fbi ft cImb of compoütioiiB 
in irbkh Gcrmasjr >a much abounda. To what pracUe period, 
bowerer, tbii, as wall ai aa many other traditioiu of a nmilar 
cast, are to Im i«ferted, between tlte thitlmitli and fifteenth 
centdriea, doei not clearly appear, and except wheie the date 
happen* to be given, oi from the compaiiion of Kuce content' 
porary ciicamitance and local peculuiity, their era con only be 
Tagnely conjectared. Stoiiai of the aboTC kind are priadpatly 
indebted foi their eiiiteDce (ai being identified with the inte- 
reat otthe people) to oial tradition ; while othera are found as 
widely Bcattetcd tlirough old histories, cbronicleB, and heroic 
poems.— Ed. 
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The Emperor Henry IV. was greatly attached to 
his place of nativity, as every good princeon^t tobe, 
the foremeDtioued imperial city of Oodar m the 
Hartz. There he was vront to sojouni, and to ex- 
pend large sums upon its enla^ement and embellidt- 
ment. There too he held his royal festivals, and m 
particular his Christmas revels, which were celebrated 
with the utmost pomp and pageantry. He never 
omitted to invite a number of the archbiBhops and 
bishops of his territories, in order to idlect still 
greater splendor upon the scene, while it gave greater 
authority and unction to its enjoyments. 

Tn the year of our Lord, 1063, were these princes 
to be seen here assembled for the purpose of sotem- 
nizing the Christmas Feast. It was intended to be 
held in the great cathedral, the same which lemaini 
standing at this day. The grandest preparations of 
all kinds had been g«ing on for many days, and con- 
spicuous seats for the noble guests were raised and 
decorated for the occasioiu 

At this time, there happened to be mooted a 
serious question of precedence, between the then 
resident Üie Bishop of Hildesheim, and the head 
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Abbot of Fulda, both spiritual lords inrited by the 
emperor to the feast, and here the apiritual contro- 
TCny was likely to be renewed. Now according to 
immenumal custom, the good Abbot of Fulda was 
entitled, in an afisembly of prelates, to take his station 
next to the archbishop of Mentz. Tht bishop of Hil- 
deahdm was of another opinion ; foi in his dioceee 
there were only three archbishops who could boast a 
iqi;ht to take precedence of him. Ab none of their 
retinue were willing to waive a tittle of their master's 
anthwity, it consequenÜy ensued that from words 
the; soon came to bbws, which had it not been for 
the piety of Archduke Otto of Bavuia, who belonged 
to tbe party of Fuhla, and exerted himself to miti- 
gate the abbot's rage, by obt^ning for him the upper 
aeat, must have been carried to great extremities. But 
the embers of discwd only slumbered : for on the en* 
niing feast of Pentecost the question was renewed. 
The «upenir was again at Goslar ; die festival was 
there to be kept in the most m^;aificent manner. 
Slid both these spiritual adversaries were once more 
summoned to attend. He of Hildesheim was, this 
time, determined to wipe off the di^race he had suf- 
fered from his late defeat, and at aQ events come 
«hat would, to take his station above him of Fulda. 
To this end he had engaged the Margrave ^bert of 
Saxwy, with stannch men at arms, whom he secreÜy 
concealed behind the altar in order to be ready to 
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enforce hia claim in time of need, if his eiiemy would 
not yield to spiritual exhortation. 

As the' procession of nobles, biahofa, and the 
whole'of the royal train, with tlie emperor at its head, 
entered the church, the engagement almost imme- 
diately began. The old question proceeded from 
controversy to quarrel; from words to blows; the 
signal for the bishop's party to leave their ambuA 
behind the altar, who joining in the affray, by dint of 
fists and sticks compelled the men of Fulda to ahas- 
don the church. These last incensed in the highest 
degree ran to obtain assistance from the citizens, and 
arming themselves, again rushed forward into the 
cathedral, where they found the service already- 
begun, and even the choral hymn given out by the 
canons. But it was no time to sing; for the new 
part of the congregation full upon the bishop's party, 
not with fists and cudgels but with dra4n swords. 
It was then the confusion became terrible ; the altar 
was covered with human sacrifices, and blood flowed 
down the marble steps over the rank grave-grown 
grasSf into the street, and had very nearly drowned 
the sexton. 

The bishop of Hildesheim had foi^;ht his way 
into the pulpit, whence he enconf^ed^ his party to 
stand firm, and promised to answer and give abso- 
luöoD for ail the slaughter, in spite of the holy place 
where it happened, as the confessor and shepherd of 
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his flock. Those of Hildeslieira hearing this in- 
duigeoce fought like lions ; and the poor emperor in 
Tain tried to assert his authority ; commaad and en- 
treaty were alike despised ; his devotion and his 
power equally set at defiance. None troubled 
their heads about him ; the bishop had granted ab- 
solution to t'le combatants ; and he was happy to 
make his escape with a whole skin into his palace. 
The bishop's church militants carried the day. They 
drove the men of Fulda once more out of the chmrh, 
and shut the doors. 

But who stood by them in the fray ! it was loudly 
asserted, as the tradition goes, that the devil him- 
self inspired the bishop and was present at the scene. 
And more; he laid bravely about him, and when the 
victory was won, rose aloft upon his wings, and dis- 
appearing through an aperture in the church cieling, 
called aloud to the citizens of Goslar, high in air, as 
he laughed with delight : 

" Hunc diem lelliroBum frei i" 

The hole through which he djaappeared, no 
mason has till latterly been found able to rep^r. The 
lime and stone invariably fall oif again, and it thus 
remained open during many centuries ; for it was all 
to no purpose to attempt to stop it. At length, how- 
ever, Duke Antony Ubrich of Brunswick, desiroua to 
do away with the recollection of so scandalous an 
occurrence, adopted the expedient of applying a bible 
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to the ftpertnre b place of a stone, a^d by sucb 
means it has remained entire to the ^vesent day.* 

* That tbis s&ngiUDaiy Kene reHll; took place, u here re- 
counted in tlie catbedrsl at Goalitr, under the feeble reign of 
Kemy, is eatablislled beyond a doubt. Not only vu tlure » 
large caagngUMa upon the ipot, bat K croird MMmbled romid 
tba ckthedira] ; wbile onrnbera also were compelled to fly for 
reliige into tbe mojt Kcret comen of the leats, the gnlleiie*. 
Kod the Toof of the cathsdiaL There aa the contest continued 
during three SDCceinVe Jaya tbey were obliged to lii^ei, until 
many became a prey to hunger, and were tOond dead in their 
hiding places, not dating to Tenture fcnh. And when tha 
leaden nwf was remoTed from the cathedral, towards the be- 
ginning of the last centuty, thr«e htuuan skeleton! were dis- 
corered in removing the beams in a very confined siCuatian ; in 
all probnbility those of some unhappy pereona who had retired 
thither as a place of refage. Also the great metal pinnacle 
still bean testimony to the nme sacHlegioaB occarrence, for it 
«a* Ssed upon by the emperor w the place of pnnilhmwit of 
the unlucky Abbot of Fold». This prelate, boweiet, waa the 
least guilty of the two, but the emperor «as a mere child in 
regard to government, and blindly followed his own inclina- 
tions. That the deril should have been admitted to a share of 
the fray, is extremely natural, and quite agreeable to the spirit- 
ual tendency of the times. It served to characterize more 
■trikjngly the scandalons nature of tbe occ(iiT«nce> nrare parti' 
cnlarlj in a place devoted to pabhc worship ; and it tartbet 
answered the purpose of an ^KJlogy for all parties, when it wu 
thos cleaily shewn that, "The bosy Beai had got amongst os, 
and deceivii^ as vrith his deviliih arts, compelled as to fight 
and deatroy each other as he pleased." {HoaeDUmn, Aniiqtätie* 
of the Haiti.) 
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To the traveller who haa traversed the deligbtM ea- 
TBons of the Rhine from the city of Mentz, as far as 
CoUentz, or from the clear waves of this old Ger- 
nutnic stream, gazed upon the grand creations of 
QAtuie, aU upon bo magnificent a scale ; the appeai- 
aoce of the old decayed tower which forms the sub- 
ject of the ensuing tradition, forms no uninterestmg 
view. It rises before him as he mounts the Rhine, 
firom the little island below Bingen, towards the left 
shore ; he listens to the old shipmaster as he relates 
with earnest tone, the wouder^l story of the tower, 
snd shuddering at the description of the frightful 
punishment of priestly pride and cruelty, exclaims in 
•tnmg emodon, " The Lord be with us !" 

Fot as the saying runs, it was about the year of 
onr Lord, 968, when Hatto II. duke of the Ostro- 
firasks, sumamed Bonosus, abbot of Fulda, a man of 
singular dull uid great spiritual endowments, was 
elected archbishop of Mentz. He was also a baiah 
man, and being extremdy avaricious, heaped up trea- 
sure which hä guarded with the utmost care. 

It so happened, under his spiritual sway, that a 
crud famine began to [Hrevail in the city of Hents 
and its a<^Bce«t parts; insomuch that in a short 
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time, numbers of the poorer people fell Tictims to 
utter want. Crowds of wretches were to be seea as- 
sembled before the archbishop's palace, ia the act of 
beseeching with cries and prayers for some miti^tion 
of their heavy lot. 

But their harsh lord refuied to afibrd relief out of 
his own substance, reproachiug them at the same 
time as the authors of their own calamity, by their in- 
dolence and want of economy. But the poor souls 
were mad for food, and in frightful and threatenii^ 
accent», cried out, " Bread, bread 1" Fearing the re- 
sult, bishop Hatto ordered a vast number of hungry 
souls to range themselves in order in one of his empty 
bams under the pretence of supplying them with pro- 
visions. Then having closed the doors, he com- 
manded his minions to fire the [dace, in which all 
fell victims to the flames. And when he heard the 
death shouts and shrieks of the unhappy poor, turn- 
ing towards, the menial parasites who abetted the 
crime, he said ; " Hark you ; how the mice squeak I" 

Bdt the vengeance of Heaven did not sleep, that 
witnessed the terrible deed ; a strange and unheaid- 
of death was preparing to unloose its terrors upon the 
sacrilegious prelate. For behold, there rose out of 
the yet warm ashes of the dead, an innumerable throng 
of mice which were seen to approach the bishop, and 
to follow him whithersoever he went. At length he 
flew into one of his steepest and highest towers; 
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but the mice climbed, over the walls : he closed 
every door and window, yet after him they came, 
piercing their way through the smallest nooks and 
crannies of the building. And in they poured upon 
him, and covered him over from head to foot, in num- 
berless heaps. They bit, they scratched, they tor- 
tured his flesh, till they nearly devoured him. So 
great was the throng, that the more his attendants 
sought to beat them ofi", the more keen and 'saT^;ely 
with increased numbers did they return to the chai^. 
Even where his name was found placed upou tlie 
walls or tapestries they gnawed it, in their rage, 

In this frightful predicament, the bishop finding 
he could obtain no help on land, bethought of taking 
himself to the water. A tower was hastily erected 
upon the River Rhine ; he took ship, and shut him* 
self up there. Enclosed within double walls, and 
surrounded by water, he flattered himself that the 
rushing stream would effectually check the rage of 
his enemies. Here too, however, the vengeance «f 
offended Heaven gave them entrance. Myriads of 
mice took to the stream, and swam and swam, and 
though myriads of them were swept away; an innu- 
merable throng still reached the spot. Again they 
climbed and clattered up the walls ; the bishop heard 
their approach ; it was his last retreat ; they rushed in 
upon him with more irresistible ferocity than before. 
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and amidst stifled cries of protracted Bufiering, bishop 
Hatto at length rendered up his cruel and avaricious 

* Tlie fbregoiDg trmdilion ii of mmy slaitmng.chmcta^ 
and it is comfoitable to nBxet tliat itii frtioa; irithoat lüMorical 
foimdUiQa. Hktto'j tower, ol tba HrmM tawar, i* a beacon, 
encted most probably with the new of adnmng DuniDen <^ the 
adjiMiit BingerltKhB.orforthe conveniencB of letying the ri»er 
dK(. HaUo WM the friend and caanulioT of Emperor Otto, 
and he displayed great MTerity towwda &t monlu i«Iio l>e- 
trsjed the aiighleat d«natioB fi<Hn Ibeii ml«. To the more idl« 
atth«*e, be was doubtleu obnoiioiu, and to thia the atoiy of 
his death owed ita edatance j akind of death which baa bees 
already shewn to be fictitioiu by Trithuiiua in his " I£ischui- 
iachen Chronik." — (See c> 85.) 

It may be observed that there ia fikewiae a Poliah tradition 
aeatlj of the same age, which bean mmh reaanbloiice to the 
pzeaent. Not being of Ooman origin, it baa not been inaerted 
in Out collection', bnt it ii to be met with in Ait. forty aecond of 
the Mo^enblatt fin ISia. Alao in Screiber'i Pocltet-book for 
Toniiati on the Rhioe, ISIS. Sm. c 286. Mocgenblatt, ISIS. 
Art.4S. Antiqmtie8ofÜieBMne.FrBnkfi>rt,lT44,c.58T. Tbet« 
ia also a poetical veraiDa of the aame tradition in the saw Poem) 
ofLangbain. Tübingeii, ISIS. Sio. c. SI.— See Coti. 
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SiTVATBD upon cne of the focemtwt Väk ot Ae 
Haitz, not fu from Osterode, lie the niitas of Castie 
Scbanfeld. There about tUty years \xa± there was 
atill one of the high round toven to be seen, in tbe 
front of one of the sDgleB without »ay roof, md too 
dilapidated to bear any thing upon it; Wh«i more ' 
leeently it was attempted to rebuild it, the caatle 
speetre regidaily destroyed in the nig^t what wa» 
executed in the day, by throwing; all the materials 
duvn a pcecipice. 

For a deed had been perpetrated of old within its 
)xedBCt> : a wanton outrage, by the Emperor Henry 
hims^, (Henry IV.) and hence arose the vengeance 
of the Castle Ghost, who to the eternal discredit of 
the place woold nerer permit another roof to be 
raised. 

The Emperw bad bc^eM at Goslar, the consort of 
one of his lords. Who ranked amoog his heroes, and 
bad the superinteudance of his wo^s upon the Hartz 
mountains. The lady pleased hin, and the Empe* 
TOT sought to win her to his {Measure. With this 
view he despatched her husband to a distance, upMi 
an embassy ; and when he had ascertained that his 
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beautiful cooaort was now left alone at the castle, he 
set out upon a 8tonny Jay, and under the pretence 
of huntings, he rode in the direction of the lady's 
dw^ling. As the tempest increased, and the heavens 
grew darker, while the vivid lightnings glanced 
athwart the sky, he, suddenly rode up to the castle 
gates, and demanded shelter from the atorm. The 
yotmg hostess, rejoiced to shew him all honor and 
hospitality, hasted to bid him welcome, and ordered 
the richest fare to be set before him, as SoTereign 
Lord of the Empire, that her castle would afford. 
She indulged not the least kind of suspicion ; but 
after he had well regaled himself, the Emperor basely 
resolved to give full loose to his passions, ensue what 
would. With this most unworthy and unchristian 
feeling, and with the assistance of the still more base 
and wicked Priest of Pohlde, he broke through all 
the sacred bonds of a prince, a. guest, and a man of 
honor, to effect his purpose. 

The oSenders flattered themselves that the whole 
would remain a secret, foi secret was the scene : but 
scarcely had the Emperor on the ensuing morning 
taken his departure, when the spirit of vengeance 
spoke. It was the Castle Spectre that betrayed the 
deed. For centuries before it had traversed the 
nei^bourin^ hills of Scharzfeld, and been heard in 
various places, besides the ancient tower. But as it 
had never been-known lo do any injury, it was sufiered 
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to Tange at lar^, nor had itever, by holy word been 
laid- From this time forth, however, it raised a 
frightful jibbering; and lameütation, rattled horribly 
through the halls and chambers, and often shook the 
iphole castle to its very foundations. Then first the 
household . began to make sign of the cross, and 
number their beads to the Virgin, while the unhappy 
lady shrunk weeping and praying from the sight and 
sound. Still the Spectre did no mischief nor injured 
any one ; he merely wished to proclaim the Empe- 
ror's shame, and to abandon his ancient haunt, where 
such a woefid deed had been committed. Shortly 
he betook himself to the round tower, where a noise 
of crashing and falling denoted that he was hard at 
work. In fact he took the roof, and cast it with un- 
earthly force, and tremendous noise into the pre- 
cipice at some distance below. This done, he burst 
loose, and stalked with angry voice and gesture over 
Scharzfeld, crying aloud, that the parish priest was 
a still more monstrous villain than the Emperor': 
and then he disappeared. 

From that time forth no art of man could suc- 
ceed in fixing a roof upon the fated tower ; for as 
fast as the masons completed the work, the castle 
sprite made his appearance, and destroyed it again at 
night. The parish priest ran crazed, deserted by all 
about the country, carefully and avoided by every 
honest eye. 
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Tlie wbole of these event* todc place aa they 
weie thus recounled in the year of oor blened Loid 
one thouBand, one hundred and ten.* 

* From Hotumuuin'a Ancient Towers in the Huts. 

Also Behren'» Ueicyuk Coriasa, c 196. 

Mj mm " Ritteiburgrai Dentaoluid*." Put. 1. c. 51. 

Büaching'i Folkugea. Snd DiruiOB, c. 341, 

Itisu Ustonetl fact tint tbe Empcnn amOrlV. mu> 
lozpiioiu and «buidoiied prince. And is paiticslBr thü nta; 
be laid to fonn n chaiacteiislic fentnte in the histolj of hie wn 
far the aobjection of the Thoringiani. Foi nben be foond him- 
self, in the coone of the cwnpugn in a Ttrj dangerous poeitira 
OB iÖB approach towaide Goslai, and b; the inteTceseioo of (be 
piiMief «ho had leagued against him.eipieMedadiipoötiDs to 
n^ociate with the enonj, it ma iniiated snaeg; other st^iola' 
tittks that he should «^iwmi— stnne of hie nmneroDa mJeCzeues. 
The adTaatore hero uciibed to him at Cattle Schuifeld is, 
therefore, by no means improbable, and peihapi the fictitioat 
part added to it by the people, that of the Castle Spectre, was 
inteoded, thioogh mcb a, mediom, to give a itritiBg chuacteiiatic 
ofthnr Enpeior; held out as a wainiiig to a fetora (emaratiea 
of prince». — Gdtt. 

" Sit honor intiqiütate et bboli* qnoque. Flint. 
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In the pleasant valley through which wiads the river 
Neckar, there riaes, not far from the little city of 
Gmndel^eim, a steep mouataiD hi^ above its sur- 
rounding ne^hbouis, upcm vhose summit is a. chundi 
dedicated to the Arch- Angel Michael, known by the 
name of the Himmelreich, or kingdom of Heaven. 
Respecting this, there is gone alMttad the following 
tradition, once ^preatly reverenced by the pe()[4e. 

In old times, when- a thick wood oversbaded 
nearly the whole moantain, there lived secluded from 
the wodd, a holy m&n of the name of Luke, who here 
induced his pious contemplations, altogether occupied 
in secret and incessant prayer. Roots and wild ber- 
ries formed his whole diet, which he never omitted to 
share with the lost traveller, whom he coiulucted into 
the right track, or indeed with any other destitute 
fellow creature. 

It was thus that his reputatton for pety oaA hu- 
manity spread througfaont the surrounding country. 
Filgiimages were made to his hermitage as to a holy 
shrine, and after receiving the consolations and toi- 
der blessii^; of the good old man, there was no one, 
who did not return with feelings of newly kindled 
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lore, and peace towards all men, U) his domestic 
circle. This weil deserved admiration of his sanctity 
continued to encrease with his age, and fresh peni- 
tents, reeortcd to the holy hill. But his grey loclca 
now blanched apace, till they became white as the 
driven snow ; his right hand trembled, as it sup- 
ported the staff of age ; ,and one evening, his feeble 
steps with difficulty brought him to his own door. 
Late the same night, he heard some one knocking 
for admittance under his humble roof. He rose, and 
a pilgrim entered bis door. His garments were drip- 
ping with ram, and his limbs appeared to be numbed 
with cold. The old man bade bim welcome, cheer- 
fully kindled bis fire ; dried bis raiment, and laid be- 
, fore him his simple fare. Then after pointing to 
a coucb of moss, the hermit retired to finish his 
evening devotions before the altar ; nor did he ob- 
serve that he was followed by the noiseless footsteps 
of the pilgrim. The latter now approached him ; and 
the holy man started, unable to utter a word on be- 
holding rays of glory encircling the stranger's brows, 
that dazzled his feeble sight. " Thy prayer is heaid," 
whispered the angel of the Loid ; " come, take your 
rest!" Hekissed the speechless saint upon the fore- 
bead, and the soul, of the aged man Sew alor% with 
its aiigebc guide into paradise. 

On the morrow the remains of the beloved hermit 
were' found by some travellers. Weeping they in- 
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tened-him wliere the body lay, and with the people 
round, they raiaed a church to commemorate hia 
piety, dedicated to the holy Arch- Angel Michael. 

Since then the mountain has gone by the name 
of the Himmelreich, or Heaven's Kingdom, to which 
the people are in the habit of making an annual pil- 
grimage to repeat the Lord's Prayer at the Hennit's 
diiirch.* 

■ Bwleniefas Woclienachiift, 1807. 

HowereT umple ud dndtuta of inddent thia lictlg apcdmsn 
ftdiD a UigB inai* of monküh legondl ; (W ona pniod utdai- 
Oionalj ciicnlaled among ths people, with aa macb iMl nt the 
Bible TntcCi of the preeent tgt) may be pRmotmced In a votk 
of tbii kind ; there is jel a calm mtearthtj air, and a boautifnl 
moral about Iha clote of it, which have not 
efiect — E&. 
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Not fer from the TJHege of Newchurch, surrounded 
by a darii forest, is aeea a Binall lake situated in a 
lonely apot, amid a track of old meadow land. 

Its vicinity is little known and less frequented, for 
it is so much secluded in the midst of a dark shade 
of firs that rises above its bftnks, that there appears 
something in its whole aspect too tnoiimiul and de- 
serted to engage the eye of the traveller. Its waters 
have never been fathomed by the oldest fisheimeni 
and this has led to its being still more avoided than 
before. There is a tradition current among the peo- 
ple regarding this lake to the following tenor : 

Many centuries ago, there stood upon the spot 
where the waves now murmur to the wind, a convent 
for nuns. Once upon a wet and at^my night, it is 
said, that an old man quite worn and weary, arrived 
at the cloister gates. He knocked and entreated 
shelter from the storm. The portress, a very selfish 
and h^id-hearted creature, said: "It was only aaiM 
m«idicant, artd it was too cold as well as inconvenient 
to think of unclosing the doors at such an hour." 
So with reproachful words, she bade the old man 
continue his journey, and find another place of 
* Eztnoted &aa tlw^Weakl; Jomnsl at Badm. 180T. c. IT. 
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M^um. But cold aod lassitude rendned this im- 
possiUe ; again and again he knocked, he prayed tmd 
wept ; bat it waa all in vain. Eren the prioreu and 
the vbßU siaterhood, at if resenting hit obstinacy, 
only gaTC him haid words within their closed dows. 

There was only otte lay sister who not having yet 
£}igottea the purpart of her vows, took compassiMi 
upon the aged man, and entreated the oth^s to admit 
him. The proposal was met with scorn and ridicule, 
while the gat£s remained closed upon the vnha}^ 
wanderer as before. 

Suddenly there rose a tempest, that leaembled 
another flood ; the old man toacbed the convent wall 
with his staff, and away into the great gulph sunk the 
natdy doister-n-all vanished in a moment. Sul- 
{duueous flames then burst forth out of the deep, and 
the cavity was filled with water, which' on the en- 
sntng momii^, presented the aspect of a lake, where 
Imt die evening before, the beautifid cbister-towers, 
with their rich golden crosses, had glittered in the 
son's last rays. 

For some time befisre, the same kind-hearted lay- 
sister had been attached to 9 noble knight, who re- 
sided near the place. Truly lovmg him, she for this 
reason wished to leave the cloister, while on his pact 
he frequently came to visit the lonely convent, when 
its other inmates «%ce sunk in repose, to hold con- 
verse with hi« beloved thiongh the trellice. Ere «ttora- 
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ing break, howerer, he was erer carefd to retrace 
his steps. j 

Even the terrific nij^t we have just described, 
did not dauDt him. H« came, but what was his 
strange surprise and schtow, when he could no whoe 
discover bis late lored convent, and beard in its place 
nothing but the TTisbing of waters. Wringing his 
handg, and loudly lamenting, be called on the name of 
bi§ beloved, until the very echos of the soUtaiy place 
replied:— 

" Ah, that I could only once mote, have pressed 
her to my breast 1" 

As he said this, he heard a soft voice irom the 
bosom of the lake, which thus replied : — 

" Come to-morrow night at the eleventh hour, and 
stand where you now are. There when you see float- 
ing on the tide a thread of blood-red silk, be sure to 
seize it, and draw it out of the flood." 

The voice ceased, and the knight bent his way 
back sorrowfully to his caslle, uncertain: what his 
destiny might prove. Nevertheless he went at the 
appointed hour, and placed himself as the voice had 
directed .him. , 

It came; and trembling he caught the blood-red 
thread.drew it towards bim, and there stood his well-be- 
loved before hiseyes. "The same mysterious destiny,'' 
thusshesnid, "which engulphed me innocmt, leather 
with the guilty and hard-hearted sisterhood, now pei- 
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mita me, every night belween the eleventh and twelfth 
hour again to see and speak with you. Never once, 
however, must I treepass beyond the period allotted 
me, otherwise I shall behold you no more. Nor is it 
granted me to look upon any other eyes but thine, 
for then an invisible hand is ready to snap the last 
thread of my existence asunder." 

Evening after evening did the true kn^ht visit the 
solitary lake, and ever did his love appear floating on 
the blue waves towards him, as he drew the silken 
thread closer and closer. Both felt too happy in this 
secret nightly reunion, might it only last unseen and 
undisturbed by all. Yet this was not to be ; envy and 
suspicion dogged the steps of the noble knight, and 
the eyes of other men bad rested on the form of 
his beloved ; had watched them arm in arm, wan- 
dering along the banks of the lake. On the night 
fallowing, the' moon shining bright and beautiful, be 
took his customary way — he drew nigh — he stooped 
to catch the silken cord that bound them, but the 
water turned to blood. 

Trembling, he snatched the thread, it was pale 
and broken. He went weeping lound the banks, he 
wrung his hands, he called on the name of his loved 
one: All was silent ; and seized with sudden despair, 
the. unhappy young knight threw himself into the 
deep iffater and disappeared. 
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Our good forefatbers, whoM faith in God was far 
stroi^r than that of their degenerate oäspring, had 
also a firmer belief in the existence of the devil. His 
influence over the earth and its inhabitants waa not 
mere matter of orthodoxy ; it was established beyond 
a doubt. Traces of his diabolical skill and of hie 
labours were every where to be seen ; and wherev« 
the face of nature assumed tinusual shapes and 
features, whatever grotesque characters she exhibited 
in the external world, there his fieodiab majesty had 
been at work ; for to him only did they ascribe such 
gigantic exhibitions of architectural powers. Where 
something also more than ordiiuiry happened, some 
proceeding which baffled Üieir logical skill, or some 
event of which they were unable to trace the cause) 
the devil was always at hand to give his name to it ; 
the whole blame was laid upon his shoulders. 

Another cause likewise added to the ^Etent of his 
black majesty's nomenclatnie of places, as many 
forests, mountains and rocks can at this time baa 
witnesa- Owing to Charlemagne's coiapulsoiy con- 
version of the heathens, the Christian cmsaders ud 
bishops were of opinion that no means of tncukatiiig 
their doctrine would prove mwe efficaciouB than de- 
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«troyiDg the gtoves, the altais, aad the idols of thBii 
converts. Ab they found it, howerei, rather too diffi- 
cult utteriy to destioy the whole of them, they were 
content to stigmatize the remainder by tha sanie of 
devil, witch, uid wiiard reaidencea. Hence in Oct- 
mtmy the devil haa a. nch store of names, for the ilhw- 
tiation of which a number of histories hare laUsitf 
been discoreied, some of which are po|Milar in the 
presentjday. The tradition runs as follow« : 

Some time ago, the devil took an (^iportuoity of 
waitini; upon a prince of Anhalt, who held tua court rt 
Zerlwt, and entreated that he would be [deased to 
make over to him the city fm a period. The |Kince~ 
at änt refiised, but the devil did not theiefore desiat; 
and when Ihe prince found that he could by no means 
avoid his importunity, he hit upon the fbUowing ex- 
pedient, dedariag that under such com^tions, he 
would grant th« denil's request: namely, that the 
latter should first carry upon hi» back a huge »toae 
that lay ia a wood near Znbit, three times round 
the city. 

The deril was delighted with the terms ; he took 
bis cleaver, and smote the stone with such devilish 
f<wce that it tiaak fast in the very heart of it. He 
thai threw it ftcross his shoulder and began his march 
round the city. The prince in the mean time was 
is the utmost anxiety. He prayed inwardly to Qod 
that some means might be found of averting the im- 
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pending dangn that tiireatened the good citj, and 
hia prayer vas beard. 

Twice the denl kad already compaued the city 
walla, when jiut haa he was passing by the grove the 
stcHie fell from his cleaver. In a fit of rage the .fiesd 
to^wing and the city was aaved. A piece. of the 
devil's hatchet, however, remained in the stoas, 
and it is there ta be seen at the present day. 

A second devil-atone lies near the chnrch at 
Sennewitz, about half a mile from Halle. Upon its 
Bui&ce are five deep indentures, resembling moAa of 
fingers where he grasped the stone. Tbia thedevil, 
whose enmity against all chmx:hes is insurmountaUe, 
Jiuried down from Petersbei^, about the time, of 
building the church at Sennewitz, in order to demo- 
liih it at a blow. But luckily it fell short, . the holy 
place escaped, while the huge fragment still lies at 
its side. The impression however of tlie devil's 
five claws are now worn out. 

A third specimen is to be seen on the way from 
JLandealcTOne to the city of Göilitz in the Oberlanaiti. 
In this, the marks of his clawa when he seiied it in a 
rage are still very perceptible. For when.he saw at 
Görlitz, that the stately cathedral erected in honor of 
the apostles Paul and Peter, was completed, he fell 
into a violent passion, and tearing a vast rock from 
the hill of Landeskrone, and burling, it high in air^ 
he aimed direct at. the beautiful edifice, which had he 
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not miraculoiuly miised it, must have been ahat- 
tered to pieces. Encumbered with ita weight the 
devil was unable to hurl it quite as far as he had 
intended. 

A fourth stone is met with in the chuich-yard at 
Halberstadt. This is called the Lying-stone ; for 
the father of lies, about the time that the foundations 
of the cathedral were laid, brought a quantity of 
materials in the hope of beholding an ediüce erected 
with them, which might thus secretly promote hii 
views. Ab he observed, however, that the edifice 
continued to rise, and always more and more ia the 
form of a cross ; and that it would finally turn out to 
be a Christian church, he determined to destroy it. 
With a huge piece of rocL be approached the place, 
threatening to knock down the scafiblding and beat 
in the walls. Had not the architect soothed him by 
a promise of building a public-house near the church, 
he would have [Koceeded; but he then threw his 
■tone down where it lies before the church. The 
marks of bis burning fingers are still visible in the 
la^ holes upon its surface.* 

* Xbe foregoing tale wiu obtained fram oral tradition. Ilu 
tvteting to the MOD« ofSennewitz is told bj Draghuip. Tbe 
one Telated bj Görliii it lo be met wiib iu Gcoaam't " [juuitiiB- 
cbta MerkvnrdigkeiteD," 1714. Tb. 5. -.. li. and i* likawiM 
iDierted in Böaching'a FaULiiiiucben. Tbat applying to Hal- 
bentadt u nlated bj Otnisr in hu 7olkHiig*ii. — Gott, 
a5 
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ThroDgb what neuu Üie large Men« to be >mh nmr 
tba poTs bjr Zeibtt could bsTs been conveyed thitber, 
whetbei owing ta Boma phjdcal cunTnluon or bj bnmaii 
eflbrt, in BO flat and wmdj a nln&liim, vlxere not a hOl 
much leM any nonntoin appeaig, may well cantinDB to 
give rin to ebnjectnres. Ill destination, likewiae, nAaJDl 
equally doubtful, Piobably it may haie been intended u tba 
tnonnment of a deceased beco, orfora aaaifidal altainindbjr 
oar ancGBtora, or again for tbe public trilnuie of their oraton. 
Tbe ihm fngmeate v^dcb aie still fastened in part« of it an 
apparently tbe rätnnanti of bMketi wadj^ with wbicb it vas 
meant to htTo been split into piece*. 
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Neak the river Neckar itanda a city of the name of 
Homberg, which centuries ago was disringuished tot 
its splendor as the courtly residence of one of our 
emperors. Its towers even now stand firm, and its 
walls may long continue to bid defiance to the winds 
and rains of heaven. The sovereign who formerly 
swayed its territories had a daughter whose name was 
Nodxi^a. She was a beautiful creature, of a fine 
and attractive figure, whose power was fully felt by 
Count Otto to whom she had pledged her troth, but 
who was compelled to leave her side to fight in a 
Eimign land. Long she s^ed and awaited his 
return ; he came no more, and she sat alcme in her 
chamber, or gazed from her balctmy whence she had 
caught a last view of him for hours, morning, day, 
and evening, even till midnight she was atiU to be 
seen there. She fised her eyes upon the towering 
forests, or upon the waters of the Neckar that rolled 
below, or gazed upon the stilly heavens till tears 
blinded her s^ht The calm of midnight bnmght 
no repose for her ; and when the wind sang loudest 
through the treUice, and thunder clouds darkened 
the face of heaven» she would stiU'liageithere; her 
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ligbt escaped upon the breeie, and her tears fell with 
tlie min drops upon the eaith. 

Her cheek grew paler and paler, yet no one 
seemed to observe it, her beauty was still peeriesB^ 
and none saw the woitn that consumed it. 

One day came theemper» hec father, and thus 
wiüi his deep stem voice heiaddreased the fair Not- 
bur^: 

" Haste, and {sepwe thy bridal diess; in three 
days thy bridegroom, will be at hand !" 

He said no raon, waited no refdy, tatd left faei. 
The princess sank upon her couch, and dosed ber 
eyes in pain. At ni^t she resumed hei Holitary 
place in the balcony, and as she fised her eyes, upon 
the darkenli^ heavens, her tears fell faster than 
before. " My Otto, my Otto," she exclaimed, " Öioii 
hast indeed forgotten me, for ever left thy fond and 
faithfiil Burga. Alas I what cruel riral clasps thee 
in her arms, or is thine heart grown colder in a 
land where the sun sheds, his warmest rays? Perhaps 
thou hast fallen by the sword, and takest thine ever- 
^las^g rest under the green turf of another laud, and 
the yellow primroHes I gave, are all faded on thy 
breast. Ah, that I were with thee there, and slum- 
bering at .thy side 1 It is my sadder fate to bow my 
head like a bruised reed before the storm that every 
blast threatens to level with th^ dust-. My heart is 
heavy, asd my cheek is already blanched, yet, iU 
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betide roy tplendid doom! I must sit among the 
bridal guests, royseK a bride ; a bride, and my Otto 
far distant from my side I Would that my spirit dare 
yet prove finn and true, that I might fly, like the 
dove, into some far wilderness, far from the eye of, 
man, where I would spend my days In holy thoughts 
of heaven and thee, my Otto, and nourished only 
wkh my dear Redeemer's love !" 

Thus wept and prayed the chastened broken- 
hearted girl, uncertain whither to turn' for adrice or 
help. She dreaded to encounter the fierce displea- 
sure of.her father ; she only felt that she loved hei , 
long lost Otto tenderly ; and yet he carae not in her 
utter need ; during twelve long months had sent no 
token of hie love or of his existence. 

One night an old and faithful domestic, Caspar, 
heard her bitter lamentation beneath her window ; 
touched with compassion he ctdled to her, and pro- 
mised to convey her whithersoever she desired. His 
voice shot a ray of comfort tbro(^;h her soul, she 
rose, she wiped away her tears, and the same hour 
was on her way from her royal father's castle. Ra- 
pidly did she ^)eed over the wooded heights around 
it, in order to take refuge in the chapel of St. 
Michad, under protection of an ancient and pious 
anchorite. From him she hoped to receive advice 
m hei extreme wKtchedness, how she could possibly 
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eicape from the hated «Uiance with the pagan prince, 
which her cinel father propOKd to her. 

Scarcely, however, had she attained the wooded 
height which led to his dwelling, accompanied by her 
faithfiil Oaspar, when there ipnmg along the heath 
before her a white hind, and Motbui^ rect^jnized the 
pretty animal which Otto had once cangfat and 
tamed for her, and which had now appeared to its 
young mistress in her flight. It gazed wistfully in 
her face, and the lady's eyes beamed with pleasure, 
at this instance of fideUty, as if she had met with 
some dear iriend. She kissed the gentle creature 
with a tenderness, and with thoughts that were fuU 
of Otto, and wept arid smiled as she again threw 
herself into the same saddle where Otto had so often 
placed her^ Tbe moment she ^^»eared ready to 
prooeed, the favorite roe bounded across the path 
and disafqwaied with her, away with the speed of 
light among the thick forest trees. 

There stood the old and faithfiil Gaapar ; he tried 
to follow, bnt his liraba refused their office ; he called, 
but his voice bembled and he couid not be heard. 
As he thus stood deshous yet unable to afford relief, 
he cast his eyes down towards the Neckar, and saw 
the hind spring boldly into its wavss, away it swam 
towEirds the opposite shore, and in the moonlight he 
' saw the white veil of the fair Notburga waving over 
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(he waters in tbe breue. Again he nw ber lafe on 
the other shore; but they loon diiappeared once 
more amid the shades that envdoped the sides of th« 



■ When het father amAe oh the ensuing morning', 
his first thought dwelt upon his dau^ter, to whom 
that day he intended to present the rich jewels and 
other ornaments left by bei deceased mother. la 
these she was to appear on bei bridal day ; thence- 
forward they were to be her own. He sent to sum- 
inoD ber to bia presence ; she mta no where to be 
found. Her cbamb« was deserted, tbe garden, the 
bower, die favorite walk and tree were all examined 
in rain ; and in vain prored all her father's enquiries 
from his numerous train of followers; no one bad 
seen, no one knew tbe path she had taken. At 
length he came to Caspar, but Oaspar dreaded his 
fierce lord, and be placed himself among his fellow 
servants, bowed down as he was with age, declaring 
that be knew notbibg. 

Messengers were then despatched on all sides 
along the banks of the Neckar, and over the moun- 
tuns, bnt tbey brought no tidings of tbe lost [nincess. 
Next be himself mounted horse, and se&t forth a 
fresh train of servants to make researches in all the 
hamlets and cities, even to tbe gates of Castle 
Mittneberg, and many knights of the district joined 
bis party, leading him to the inmost fastnesses of the 
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roclu and mountains, and into the most secluded 
thickets of their forests, yet no traces of the ladyi 
flight were to be seen. 

But just as the tower clock of Homberg tcJled 
the hour of noon, and the aged Oaapar was standing 
in his window, suddenly Notbui^*B hind came 
bounding into the court, and approaching the spot 
gazed, wistfully up : " Alas," thought Caspar, " thou 
look'st moumfally, poor thing! would thou could'st 
tell what thou art in need of, I would f^ give thee 
help I" He went in, took some bread from the 
table, and approached nearer the tame white. hind. 
But she hung down her head, presented her hwnB, 
and stood quite still. 

" Well, what am I to think of this," said Gaspar 
Bmiling, as he considered what it could be that the 
poor animal meant. At length, he said, " Suppose I 
stick this piece of loaf upon your horn ; they say a 
loaf is better than a feather in one's cap ■" and he 
fixed the bread upon the end of one of its horns; 
upon this the hind suddenly rose, and bounded away 
at speed towards the Neckar. 

At the same hour on the ensuing day as Gaspar 
stood at his window, again the hind presented her- 
self in the same entreating position. Upon her head 
he found a lai^ oak leaf bound with a ribband, 
which his wife recognized ' as one of the princess's 
garters ; her name was upon it in gold letters, and 
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upon the oak leaf there appeared in needle-wock 
these words : " To Qod all pnuse '. ^Notburga thanks 
the giver, for manna sent hei in the detail." When 
Gaspar and his wife Alice had with difficulty made 
out these words, the eyes of the old man overäowed 
with tears. " So our pretty hind has carried heir' 
bread," cried Oaspar. " And Heaven be good unto 
us," added his wife, " that the lovely princess in the 
desart shotdd be nourished with our broken bread ! I" 
She then ran and taking a boiled fowl she wrapped 
it up and boimd it with the riband as before, and 
away went the hind up the mountain and over the 
river; nor appeared ^ain until two days after. Tliis 
it repeated from time to time, ofWi bringing a note 
of thanks, and always retumii^ with a supply of 
food. 

Time passed away ; her father had again returned 
home from his campaigns, and had heard nothing 
relating to his daughter. He never dreamed that she 
could have readhed the opposite shore of the Neckar, 
for there was no kind of conveyance, far and wide ; 
while the' lordly bridegroom with his splendid train 
was compelled to wend his way home again, without 
his beauteous bride. The cuckoo had already ceased 
his note: that began at the time of Notburga's fl^ht, 
and. the nightingale's song was still; mouth after 
month had flown, when for the iirst time the prince 
cast his eye upon Üie tame white hind. Observing 
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its &eqnentietanis, aad its station under old Caspar's 
window, he went to liis ancient domestic and en- 
quired as to the appearance of the animal, and why 
it was then decked out in the manner he saw. Per- 
ceiving the old man's confusion, wiüi fierce threats he 
extorted a confession of all he knew ; while the prince 
seized the packet of fhiit plucked from üaäxaga'a 
faTorite garden which hung roood the hind's neck. 

Speedily did he summon his knights and pages 
to hmae ; away went the hind and away rode the 
horsemen in pursuit. The eye of the prince wa» 
upon her as she sprang into the Nedur ; he u^;ed 
his steed, boldly took the water, and was f<:^owed by 
bis trusty knights. The hind disappeared on the 
Other side among the tliick shrubs, but the fiery 
prince was not far behind. He marked her path, 
and was near enough to see her dart suddenly into a 
care. He then threw himself ÜFom his horse and 
followed by a few kn^hts he hastened after, and 
beh^ his daughter kneeling with &^ed hand« 
before a crucifix, with which the faithfiil Gaspai had 
suited her, and the white hind reposing near bee 
on a bed of moss. Her father uttered a cry of for 
M she gaxed on him with death-pale looks ; for never 
had the son's beam lightened up her face, nnce the 
how Then the white hind had bcvne her to. the sfOL 

Theo for the first time he Bpolut in m3d accents 
to bit dnld ; he besoi^ht her to listen to him, to 
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accompany bim back to tbe caetle, and be mote 
fondly cberished by him than before. 

Bat the pale sad girl repUed : " I have c<wfided 
in the living Ood, and no longer wish for the society 
at maskind." When her father attempted to re- 
more her objections, she invariably repeated the 
same wwds ; and when imable to vanquish her reso- 
Intion with gentle means, he suddenly gave way to 
his stormy passion, threatening to compel her return, 
»be seized hold of her crucifix. Snatching her other 
hand with a sudden jerk, her aim was torn asunder 
bom her body, and rested in her angry father's grasp. 
Overwhelmed with astonishment and remorae, he 
nished out of the place followed by his affrighted 
tnin. None of them were again desirous of visiting 
the lady's cave or even of apjo'oaching that side of 
the river. 

From this time the name of the forl(»n lady 
was honored by the peofde like that of a saint, and 
wbi^ penitents csme to visit the holy hermit near the 
chapel of St. Michael, he sent tbe pilgrims to the 
cave of the chaste Notbuiga, and the fair saint never 
refused to join in prayer with them foi tbeii idns, and 
they always bent their way home with lighter and 
better hearts. 

In autumn when the leaves began to fall, and 
Notburga's dying hour approached; a group of cherubs 
are believed to have snnoanded the spot, and entered 
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into the lady's cave. They tore her, yet breathing 
into the air, and laid the crucifix upon her breast. 
She opened her eyes once more upon the heavens, 
fixed tbem absorbed in dying tendemesa for eome mo- 
menta, and while a soft nature lighted up her fea- 
tures, she muimured : " Yea, my Otto, I aee thpe 
beckonbg to me, thou art already there. I come 1" 

Then her chastened soul took, its flight. Angels 
performed the last pious rites ; strewed spring flowers, 
though in autumn, upon her bier ; and she was borne 
by two snow white steeds that never felt the yolce, 
over the river, without even wetting their hoofs. The 
ne^hbouring steeple clock tolled the solemn hour 
itself, and by angelic voices her funeral di^ was 
simg. It was thus her gentle corpse was coiweyed 
to Hit chapel of St. Michael and there interred. 

From this time forth the white hind was no longer 
seen ; no longer conveyed manna to the forlran lady 
of the desart, from the hand of the faithful Oaspar ; 
but the tradition of heaven's mysteries stiU survived.* 

* Id the choich of th> Tillage of HocbliaDwa npoa tLe river 
Neckar, the imige of ihe holj Nolburga ia at thia daj ptuDted 
oat to tbe traTelJar, engraied upon alone. - Tlie caTe oiratber 
cmTea cOiddiod]^ known by tJie nKine of tlie Nutbn^enhöhla or 
JuDgfemhöble. are alio, atiil shevo, and familiaf to eveij child 
ID the riciciiy. 

(From the Miacellanj afSantli GermaDj. 181S, Na.S6.) 
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Neak the little cit^ of Guatenberg, upon the lower 
Hartz, is a mountain known by the name of Kohlbei^. 
Ve«t^3 of a castle are still to be seen, said to have 
been called Gnntersbei^, which it is not considered 
safe to visit at certain hours of the nig;ht. 

liiere is a castle spectre haunting the place 
called the Lock lady, that lies in ambush, and is very 
foad of beguiling the more inquisitive passengers by 
some tempting offer. 

In former times a knight of the name of Bodo, 
bore away over its domain. He was a wild and dis- 
^pated character, and stood conspicuous at once as 
a robber, and a reveller, among neighbours of the 
same stamp, and thei« were few who could boagt of 
baviog cleared the passes of the Hartz, without pay- 
mg a pretty heavy toll. He was particularly ^t to 
entrap the most lovely maidens he could meet with, 
or to inveigle them into his castle, where he shut 
them up, but wherefore the tradition does not tell. 

Indeed this last fancy, Bodo caiTied a Uttle too 
far, insomuch that he was generally characterised by 
the name of the maidnapper. No sensible girl any 
longer ventured to go the usual road, but preferred 



;,. Google 



142. POPULAR TRADITIONS. 

talcing a more safe direction, though a pretty vide 
circuit round. 

AH this came to the eani of a great necromancer, 
who dwelt ia a cave among the rocks, and darii fir 
woods, that surrounded the Knight's domain. He was 
a mighty master of his art, and availed himself (^ all 
nature's powers when he entered upon any favorite 
pursuit. Luckily, howev», he only exercised his skQI 
in laudable effort«, and was very fond of ^ving wicked 
«piritg a stroke vith his magic rod. 

He had his eye upon Bodo. — " Stop a little. Sir," 
he said, " and your pranks shall have an end." 

So he took his station in the wood right <na 
against the castle, and there he watched for a favor- 
able occasion of catching the Knight tripping, in 
some fox trick or other. He waited however, a good 
while in vain, for passei^;er3, and in pardcular the 
young maidena had become mwe wary, and seldom 
went the same way, as we have said. At lei^, 
however, thero came a certain chapman and dealei, 
-Irom Nortiansen, who was on his way to the fah at 
Quedlenberg. He was seated upon his mule, and at 
his side rode his daughter, very properly and cautiouSj 
attired in a boy's dress. The sun bad scarcely risen 
over the hills, and the old merchant was just bc^n- 
nbg to flatter himself that it must be too eariy for 
Sir Bodo to be stirrmg abroad, and at all events he 
thought, his pretty Idnna would not be known. 
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But hardly had the castle warder B|Hed them fmta 
the watch-tower before he blew a blast upon'his hom 
to denote that booty was near at haod. 

Bodo instantly set forth down the hill side, with 
his lusty train. Iduna shrieked with fear at the sight ; < 
her voice, htx fainting all betrayed her disguise, and 
she was Secured. Laughing at his triumph, Bodo 
permitted the old man to count out his money, piece 
after piece, in order to ransom his only daughter.' 
Bodo had the cruelty to take both ; and then turning 
to him said ; " Make haste, thou old fool, and get 
thee away ! thank thy stars that thou art yet alive I" 

Without farther parley the poor girl «as carried 
into the castk. The robber stood exulting over his 
defeacdess prey; delighted at the idea of having 
made so successful a prize, having been much disap- 
pointed of late. 

" Awake, lady," be exclaimed, " I pray thee 
awake," but the unhappy innocent lay atiU insensible 
bef(H<e him. Yet even this had availed her nothing; 
when suddenly, a clap of thunder resounded through 
every room in the lofty castle. The earth trembled 
and shook more and more ; — till the mountain be- 
neath opened and engul[^ed the whole stately edifice, 
amidst a deep and hideous din. 

This was the work of tiie necromancw. He had 
witnessed Sir Bodo's proceeding with the utmost in- 
dignation, iand he took singular pleasure in punishing 
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this robber's treacbery wben he vas just on tbe point 
of perpetrating anothec crime. 

To the innocent giil, howereT, he granted that 
on certün days she might return and walk the eaitb, 
since when she is to be seen arrayed in white, with a 
bunch of keys at her side, and a nosegay in her hand, 
and she is hence called tbe Lock tady. When she 
meets with any solitary wanderer near her domain, 
if he should happen to pronounce her name, she will 
appear and offer him some token, which it is not al> 
ways safe to take. 

There was a certain monk belonging to a neighbour- 
it^ monastery, who once heard of her appointed visits 
to this place. Curiosity, and perhaps some other 
motive induced him to watch for her appearance to 
learn whether she were really corporal or spiritual. 
At aJl events it was a female spirit ; and he seated 
himself upon ^e old walls, patiently awaiting her 
visit; but she came not "Is it so?" thought. he; 
"butcomeyoamustJ" and with that he drew forth his 
hell'Wand, a potent conjuring rod, and began to 
describe infernal circles upon the earth, loudly con- 
juring her at the same time to appear. In the wink 
of an eye, sh'e stood close to him, " What would you 
have V she cried, with no very friendly voice. . 

The monk, somewhat astounded, at first .diew 
back ; but not being easily put out of countenance, 
rallied hb spirits; he smiled and locked kindly 
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atltfCi eoitreftted her to sit down ibp biott to |^f« .t^v 
B iew ihandtfuU of gold ^d eome .p[e(»(ms »taam, u 
sh^ must Romewhecs bftve a rich store. Saying thisi 
ie attested with a polite and tender air to ieize^ne 
of her Doft nhite hands. Blit the Lock lady, iwfAuii 
at.mC^.fuaUiaiity, unloosing hec bunch of keys trwa 
her ude, smote the amorous monk so sharply abopt 
the h<9d) that he was glad to secure his magic wand, 
qndipujce his escape down the mountain with only a 
fev'ltruises. 

. ^er manners were more gentle, however, on oAer 
pOCwionB. A young shepherd h^peaed to be pas- 
turing his flock Kmong the grasa-grown ruins of the 
castle; while idly strelcbedttpon the ground he amused 
himself with thinking of the young Lock lady. He 
looked up, and beheld her standing only a few steps 
from him, with a bunch of flowers inher hand,whidi 
ihe seemed to be weaving into a nosegay. With 
perfect ael£-posaef sioo our young hero watched what 
she would itext do, until one of her flowers happen- 
ing to, fall out of her hand, he spniug up, seized the 
äower,'aiid atlcr pressing it to his lips, he stuck it 
afio his bonnet, ^d drawing a step or two bacic, -mo- 
dettly addressed her: " Lady, have you lost theflower? 
B^old, here it is !" The young Lock lady gave no 
re]^y-, but ^e beckoned him to follow, and the 
yonng ^hepbeid, taking off his hat with the flower in 

rot. II. H 
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it, obeyed her. They pnx:eeded about a hundred 
yards in silence ; when suddenly the ground opened 
undei the lady's feel, and down she went. As boldly 
■went the shepherd after her, and deep and deeper 
they continued to descend through the dark hoUow 
earth. When they had got about a hundred fathcun 
deep, in a moment it grew bright as day, and a 
m^oificent castle rose before the eyes of the as- 
louished hind. There were towers and beautiüil 
chambers all sparkling with gold and silver ; widi a 
splendid glow of precious stones, and tlie most costly 
pearls and diamonds in all the earth. The youtk 
clasped hJB hands in an extasy of joy, and gazed en- 
riptured upon the beauty and glory of the under 
world. 

But the lady had disappeared, while the shephenl 
imagining he could not have been conveyed thiüiei 
for nothing, opened his scrip, threw its contents 
away, and. began to fill it with the more precious' 
materials he saw around. He next stuffed the iriiole 
of his pockets, and all the comers and crevices 
of his garments quite lull. He did not even for- 
get his hat, which he heaped over with precious 
stones, in which process, however, he lost his flow«. 
His iucreasmg desire to secure the most costly 
treasures he could, left him no time to notice it ; nor 
did he hear in an adjoining room a soft voice which 
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uttered : " Alu, forget not the leut o( all " but re- 
gaidless of the voice, he hastened well loaded away. 

Again ate ?oice repeated ita warning in a louder 
tone, yet im>w full of fear and anxiety to secure tlie 
treaaufe he bad won, he stopped not ; but haatened 
faster and faster from the place. Speedily did be 
regiuQ tbe entrance into the abyss, the light of 
beayen again buret upon his eyes, he breathed more 
freely, and Ibe cavity closed behind bim with a hi- 
deous din. 

Quite exhausted, he threw himself upon the ground, 
and, for tbe first time, perceived Ibat be had lost tbe 
beautiful flower. He looked round, and sought for 
it every where in vain. It yras gone to appear no more ; 
though the whole of his treasure turned out in this 
instance to be something better than dross.* 

* HuangboDC the whole distiicl of the Haiti, the iraditiDD 
of tbe enchaated flower ii one of the moat fkmiJiu cuneat. The 
■ceae, hovevei, of ita «ondeif ul difcoreij sad ■urpiisiug; effects 
ia placed in a raiiety of new lighta, and new nliuuiona, in the 
diflerent atone« that >ppl; to it. All these howetei agree ia 
one point; that wIieneTer it hiu been found, it hau *■ auielj 
been again fated to be loat, and with it all the advantages that 
imi been acquired, and might hare been retained by ita min- 
culooi piMMuioa.In the above venion of the (ale only, an ei^- 
capöcn kai been made. Tlie ahepherd luckily keepa poaaeaiion 
of hiavealih,inspiteaf the loa« of hLi Aower, noi is it even me- 
tauunplicaed into baser metaL My authority foi Ihia, an aged 
nuut beloDgiog to Cantersbei^, maintained at least, «mang few 
atbera.in the present case, that he had never heard of any other 
condusion of the ilory. — Gott. 
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FooKBaLY Üiere bare sway over Rastedt, a oit; in 
the state of Oldenburgh, Count Hano of OtdenA)«^, 
a brare old knight He took little ahaie in the mr 
-oitifs of the world ; his whfdelujfbDeiB ooDsiMed in 
that of his only son Frederick, who, with 'his beutiM 
CfoiSDrt Ouella, resided near hia aged ikther, and like 
him coiüinued to lead a simple and religious life. 

At this time the Empcior Henry Bummoned an 
imperial diet, to be heldAt Goslar. All the Princes, 
«CooBta, and Lords of the empire, induding Goont 
Hmto were invited to attend. But the good «Id nun, 
being infirm, leinained at home. He loved lepose, 
and did not like to be interrupted in his usual quiet 
meditali<Mu and puisuits at his advanced age. 

" What," said he, one day, " should I do there 1 
shortly I am going to rest wiäi my forefathers. The 
assembly can do very well without me ; I am no 
loiter fit for debate!" and being thus resolved be 
sent an excuse. 

Unluckily there -were fiattereis, envious and evil 
speakers, surroandii^ the Emperor's person, who 
abused his ear. Huno, they whispered, was want- 
ing in true loyalty, or he would not have spumed the 
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Emperor's icquest : he was too haughty and it ought 
not to be endured. It was then the Emptor Ueniy 
began to suspect him, and he Bent btick repeating his 
i«queit, that he ought to come, »ad come he must: 
lliat moreover he should biiog abng with him a 
c^ampiom bold, who was to eagE^ single-banded, 
vith the Emperor's. " Then now," said the old hero, 
"Iwillgoforthl God will protect me." Underthe. 
saft-f^aard of bis son Frederick he took hia route to- 
wards the city of Goshir. Here the brave young 
kitight was tM that it behaved him to {nvve his 
MR*! innocence by boldly staading fcffth against the 
Emperor's champion, the fierce lion ; and ha noUe 
ipni. did not shrink from the trial. It was only tha 
father who trembled at the though ; but he solicited 
the Emperor in vain. His whole resouice was then 
in God ; be prayed incessantly that it might so be 
unto hon as uuto Abraham ; that his son might be 
yet saved ; and he took a solemn vow thai w such 
case lie would found a convent dedicated to the HtAy 

So Frederick advanced manfully to tbe terrific 
trial : with equal caution however, he had constiucted 
the figure of a man, to mislead the ferocious beast, 
which be took with him into the arena. At the mo- 
ment when the lion attacked this human counterfeit, 
Frednick pierced him thiongh and throu^ with his 
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good avorA, and, after a fierce Btnt|^, completed his 
victory over his fearful adversary. He then walked 
out of the course. 

The Emperor received him with open anns; he 
decorated him with a warlike badge, and dipfung 
two of bis fingers in the yet warm blood of the dead 
lion, be traced two strokes upon the young Count's 
shield. " Let this," he cried, " remain as an etemd 
memorial of your feat of arms for your race, two red 
beams upon a golden shield." 

Moreover, he placed a splendid ring upon his 
finger, and made him an imperial grant of lands with 
all lordly rights, for many miles round the ci^ oi 
Goest He freed the old Count's domains at the 
same time from all imperial vassalage, to which it 
had before been heavily subject. 

Old Count HuDO, in dischai^ of his vow, raised 
a convent at Rastedt in honor of the Viigin Mary. 
The sword with which Frederick laid the mighty 
lion low, was consigned to the old armory at Olden- 
burgh, where it has been preserved during many cen- 
turies, and where it is still to be seen.* 

" Thi» tale wm moit probaWj InTSnled by tbe monk» of 
RuMdt, in order, accoidiog to tlie spirit of lleii time*, to cin- 
fei ■ more tLan oidiuuj origin upon tbdr monul«; ; and tbos 
ttXÜiar to tecommend themsetveR to the protection and ^ood 
jwillef tba Comu of Oldenbo^fa. Then »ppeali tojDilidst 
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battle «ere Tery frequent in Geimsny during Üia age of chiTnlrj 
and \itiSou ; but it ma dM the custom for tfae accuMd to eo- 
coonler lioni, inetead of appellants armed like thenuelToe, 
Even the old Cbronicles reUting lo the Diet* held at Goelar, 
naka no mentüm of any combat of thia kind. 

(3ae Hammelman'e Oldenbnighiehei Chionik.) 
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Amokg numerous other traditions relating to Que»- 
tenberg, we meet with one which more peculiarly 
partakes of the popular charact«! of oui tales. 

During the thirty years' war the ne^hbouring 
dwellers of the mountain hastily removed their mwey 
and other property into the castle of Questenberg,^ 
the better to secure it from military violence and 
depredations. The whole of these tJ^aBures are stall 
said to lie concealed in a large brewing copper buried 
in one of the subterraneous vaults, and cautiously 
guarded by a spectre of the castle.- 

Now it so happened liiat one Sunday an in- 
habitant of the place directed his steps towards the 
old castle, contemplated, as a rustic does, ibe over- 
hanging ruins, explored all the places round, imti' 
at length he came to one which seemed gradually to 
descend into the earth. He made bis way throu^ 
the rank growing grass and shrubs around, ven- 
tured still further and further, and at last approached 
the entrance to a dark passage. His curiosity led 
him to proceed ; he was now fairly under ground, 
and beheld, where scarcely a ray of light was visiUe, 
a round openii^ in the earth. As he was standing 
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dose to the aide, a spectre appeared wrapped in i 
large mantle. The place became suddenly bright' 
and Üie afirighted rugtic saw before him the famed 
old brewing copper, filled with shining gold pieces, 
of which he had heard so much from the lips of his 
great-grand -mother. He was sadly perplexed to 
know what to do, whether he should go, or venture 
to take a piece. Just then the spirit spoke : " You 
may take one, and come again erery day for the 
same, but take only one at a time — no more I" Upon 
this. he disappeared, and the man laid hands upon 
the gdd piece. With a beating heart, half ]deaaure, 
and half diead, he hastened back again, set a maik 
upon the place, and so went, gazing a thousand 
times upon the spectre's present by the way, to his 
own house. Hie day following, he repeated the 
pleasant experiment; the spbit indeed was not there, 
but there was the brewbg vessel full of gold. He 
took another piece and went his way, and thus it 
continued the second, the äiird and fourth day; each 
bringing its tribute of a gold piece for more than the 
Bpaoe of a year. His humble abode became gra- 
dually metamorphosed into a statdy building ; many 
acre« of ground were added, herds were seen pastur- 
ing in his fidds, aud no rustic in the village could 
do the things which he did. But the more his pro- 
perty increased, the more nettteaome did our rustic 
heeaate : " Wherefore," said he, " should I labour ? 
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I ^0 may sit down and take my ease ?" With thi» 
view he hired bglL men and maid servEnta to cul- 
tivate his pounds, while he was seated in a new 
arm chair, or rode out on a pretty hackney to view 
his crops of com which he himself used formerly to 
sow. In, fact his daily visit to the great brewing 
copper constituted bis sole exertjon. Mammon was 
hourly takiug stronger possession of his soul; hi» 
pride beg»a to equal his avarice ; and though a gold- 
piece was worth nearly twenty dollars, the thought 
came into his mind that it was growing rather a 
heavy job to walk, or more properly, to climb up 
hill daily for the sake of a single gold piece, so steep 
too as it was, and he inwardly resolved to bring back 
two pieces the very next time. This he did, and 
continued the practice for above a month. Yet still 
not content with this double pay, he said to himself: 
" Oh, lord, what a bore it is to carry on this eternal 
ddly labour, all for the sake of a couple of gold 
pieces. It is quite clear that the whole of the trea- 
sure is meant for me, and whether I receive it all at 
once, or by dribbling it out tlms without end, it 
comes to the same thing. So I will go, heaven 
willing, and empty this fine brewing copper, at a 
single swoop, and henceforward I shall need to give 
myself no further trouble !" 

Accordingly he filled a number of bt^, and 
went panting with tb^a up the mountain: for he. 
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had grown fat and puny with too much leisure and 
good Ining, bo that he waa quit« exhausted by the 
time he reached the well-known entrance. He sat 
himself down to recover breath, and was glad 1« 
think that these plaguy journeys would now be at 
an end, beginning even to speculate what he should 
next undertake, when he beheld the whole of the 
bags well stuffed standing in his own house ; whether 
a noble manor, becoming a knight, should be his ; 
whether he would first set up hlit coach tmA four; 
what a grand table he would keep ; what noble guests 
around him ; and how he would carouse with them 
in spite of the knight of the neighbouring castle of 
Kyffhausen and all his kin. With this he stood 
bolt upright ; took his sacks, and disappeared along 
the dark passage. Now he stood close to the brew- 
ing copper, which in spite of all he had gradually de- 
ducted out of it, appeared to be newly filled up to 
die very brim with gold. He knett down with his 
first bag at the side, put both his hands into the 
gold, and was on the point of making the first 
draught for his sack, when behold, suddenly the 
whole vessel fell out of his grasp with hideous din, 
deep and deeper into the vault; fire brands and 
brimstone blazed around him, and the disappointed 
wretch fell back almost in a swoon. Away went all 
the treasure; and along with it all his glorious 
^Ireams, and all hit casdes in the air. No brewing 



;,. Google 



138 POPDIAK TRADITIOÜS. 

coppef Eippesred mote, though iäi cupifty «ai 
great at beftire, which he might easily ha« satisflei 
nrkh a gcAA piece daily, had be known how to lot 
tontent «hen he wan well. 

It is thtit that avarioe re*en|;e9 itself npon Hi 
worehippert. " 

* Tima out of mind tbl gold ■aatan were kacmi (o ba wj 
biuj with the old deieited cut]« cod cloiiCan, in tader ta 
dinnteF hj chanc« vbaC ««■ only to be obtained with care md 
taduatij. Among theae the rainB bf Qneitenberg auiacled 
tMidoolat attention, traces of whkh aie itiU penep&bfe id 
4m pieaaat da;. Iwd jMoita aia lald to'hare one* vidttdA« 
spot irith thi« mf. Thej dived üto HI Hie cvUan aid 
nnjt«, penetering until Ihey came to the CBlebiated pMUfl 
which led to the well-GUed brewing copper. They beheld tlie 
glittering tnamie and were IwginniDg to fill theii pocketi 
when it« »piritnal gwadian appeftwd : "A»annt," be criri, 
" thi» U neiw of jmm ytoptrtj, aor iMl yos faare it It ii 
dwtiaed obI; for ms Gaunt Holbog, gifted with toobla (ifkb 
on «boa alone th« ttauaia li to be contend. S« awaf «itb 
you." — Sm Goit. 
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Abovt tluce Koä & balf mäea distant from Qottin* 
ge% is a lake situated in a pfeaaaitt part of th« 
Oakfield, between tfae handeU o( Seefaurg, and Bc.i 
NwkhBUMii. It is deep sitd evta taid to be bottoms 
less, and embraces tome three quarters of a leagtis 
in arcHmference. 

In old time it did not exist Where it now 
munnufs to the wind; once rose tbe »tatdy c<«de of 
the wealthy Count Isangi plteed upon a g;entl« 
eminence. The last heir of this old and noble 
&mijy was a young lord ^fted with great peraoiW 
advantages, but wild Emd diüscdute to a degree. Hie 
faAli.ei witnessed this dispMitioii with regnet, and 
when on hit iteoth bed he c^ed him to his side, 
femently entreating bh son to leferm his condnct, 
and to lead a better and a b(£eT;life. 

■ If wfl Mlempt to define the limits at truth and fiction M- 
tachüig to the share tntdltion, it will he found t^ no meuia 
tatMbaAla that äie lake, in iges back, may ken beatt pdh- 
4iKed by tan* etwridtisn sf tie »Bith ; end (hat alio in the 
centis of the Iske -was an ialiud with a villa oi cutle, which 
being gradually nndennincd by ahoali of fish, becams iwallowed 
in the water. In iome placea, accordinf to the opiaira of 
fidwrmeii, tLe lake Ua* been found nhhthomahle.—GotT. 
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But the impression this rowle wrs soon formten. 
Scarcely were his parent's remains consigned to their 
ancestral repose, and his grief somewhat abated, be- 
fore he plunged into more eatraTBgant excesses 
than ever. Rich, young, and handsome, fiery as 
he was unfettered, be set no bounds to his desires. 
With boon companions too, like himself, he spent 
the night in a constant round of wassalage and 
riot, while by day they were in the habit of inter- 
cepting the most beautiful among the wives and 
daughters of their neighbours, and carrying them 
either by entreaty or by force into Seeburg. In short 
Count Isang soon became the dread of the sui- 
rounding district. As he rode through the peaceful 
hamlet, the maidens flew from bis sight as from that 
of some sorcerer. Husbands barred their doors to 
protect their wives, and fathers their daughters, »mtil 
the lordly monster und his train had ridden by. His 
father's former friends no longer approached the dwell- 
ing of his son, and no knight who valued honour 
and virtue, reposed within the walla of Seeburg. 

In this fatal course did he persevere for years, 
and he grew only more ui^vemable as he felt its 
terrific inroads upon his health. On a time, as he 
-sat surrounded by his infatuated compeers at his 
revels, he proposed an attack upon the nunnery of 
Lindau in order to despoil it of its heaven-devoted 
slaughters; «diile instantly with fiendish bursts of 



;,. Google 



eOTTSCHALCK. 169 

»pplaose, his companions drank miccess to their at- 
tempt. Od a stormy night, still more wild and 
awful from its pitchy darLness« the Bocrilegious 
comrades met; they mounted felt-shod steeds, with 
their cloaks and swords; soon with crafty force they 
surprized the aight-watch, ttiey won their way into the 
interior of the cloisters, and like- wolves within the 
fold, they were intent upon seizing the fmest and 
most attractive victims of the flock. Ilaviug locked 
up the Lady Abbess, they continued to pursue her 
screaming^ nuns until the holy walls echoed to the 
cries and lamentations of its injured inmates, who 
destitute «^ all assistance were compelled to submit 
to their fate. 

It was now Hennann, such waa the name of 
Count Isang, determined to bear his prize back with 
him to his castle,— where on his arrival the lady was 
taken in a state of iasensibility from his horse. The 
abandoned monster did not neglect the opportunity 
this aäbrded him, of consummating his crime. 

But conscience, always a disagreeable companion, 
that was prattling something unpleasant to him, now 
began to make itself heard. It may be subdued for 
a time, can even be compelled to silence; but it is 
stillerer at work, like the hydra that shoots forth fresh 
heads, and whispers or clamors until it obtains a re- 
ply. Hermann had hitherto sufficient hardihood and 
ileifterity to silence the reiterated reproaches addressed 
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to hiiD ; yot from the period of th» profknatttm of ' 
Oae of Hearen'a innoceot Bnd devoted creatuits, b« 
fielt that it was becMning too powerful and intracta- 
ble for him. In «ome ibeasiire to appeaw it, he le- 
aolrcd to send back the victim of his violence to the 
cloister whence he had bonie ha. 

He Kcetved a letter by retain of his meaaen^. 
He penned, he dropped it from hia hand with an ex- 
prefsioa of terror ;-— the iojored ntio was hii own 
aister I Hemtanit had been tnibrmed by his father, that 
he had a mter who bad taken the veil ; but he had re- 
futed to inform him where she dwelt ; and thia know- 
ledge now Ml npon him like a clap of thunder. Deep 
as he was dyed in crime, he was no longer pH>of 
against thii [ it eame like a fatality of evil aad it 
pierced his «oqI l&e a Aaip swind. He wept and 
groaned with grief and rage; for many day« he slept 
not ; he caroused not. On the ei^th day he went 
i>Co a 4^urch and t^ayed; he beatowed rich gifts 
upon the violated cloister ; jMesented it with the piO' 
perty of whole villages for the help of his sinful soul ; 
and when he deemed he bad made ample expiaticn 
in the way of appeasing the vengeance of heaven, he 
returned to his former course of life with firesh »It. 
He indulged again all his usual propensities to die 
utmost, plunged into a sea of wine and |deastue ; 
and if ever a good thought rose within his mind, it 
was stiSed by the ridicule of other reveUets, and i» 
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pKlicular by odb of his servänta nalned Aniald> vho 
rekindled the embere of his evil pEuaionB, in order to 
feast aponllis msfitaT's ruin. 

Weantd aad palled mtii satiety lay Count Her- 
maii one mmning on ius coaoh ; yawning at the idea 
of aoothei day. Hivftead-oook wassnmmoned: and 
though he hod Long afanoat dcspairai of findtsg fur-' 
thei means of [deasii^ his nroater^ vitiated pdate, 
he thn time appeueA with a; fine si^Mr white eel' just 
drawn from the water, in his presence. 

" Look hue," he cned, " my dreaded lotd, see 
what cnr fishernranbas broogfat fram the caatie-brook 
to-day 1 a white eel, such as I have newer beheld i» 
all'in; kfe, grey-headed as 1 am. It is fuiCe a. won- 
dcrftil thmg." 

Cotrat Isang long enoaned the rare ^»eimeD- 
b«fcce bis eyes, dotri>ti>)g at first wttetlier it was icftBy 
aa eri or some kind of nMdte. When however, thC' 
sj[|K«i8need cook asstued him, that it was indeed an' 
ad, it was the CouatV opinion that so singulaify fine 
& Ml matt aioid aa equally BBcammon relish. Say- 
ing this, his jaded appetite seemed to rerive, and' he 
enjoined his cook to prepare the fish with bis best 
ski^ and with s<nse fine strong sauce for that day's 

TINS' was Aone. The fish was brought t»taUe^ 
sod Coimt isnng, approving H» flavour, partook of u 
wiA hearty M*t. The more he eat, the mwe he 



;,. Google 



162 POFUI.AK TRADITIONS. 

seemed to relish it ; for the fi^ had certainly a most 
imuBually agreeable flavour. 

A Bmall piece was all he left npon the dish, a» 
bis faithful domestic Arnold entered the room. 
" There, my good fellow," said his master, " you 
must have one taste of this excellent, wooderful fish." 
So Aniold eat, and found it extremely fine. 

After dinner as Count Isang lay enjoying a soft 
slumbei upon his couch, and Arnold also sat in his 
owu room snoring aloud, tenific dreams haunted the 
imagination of his lord. His limbs appeared as if 
shrank with pain, his nerves were agitated, he ot- 
tered unintelligible words. He then cried out, leaped 
up, and awoke in frightful convulsions of remorse. 
The past again presented him with all its terrific 
scenes ; a strange and imaccountaUe change came 
over him, while the long register of his sins, with aS 
his varied treacheries, oppressions, and long foi^;otten 
cruelties, along with all their hateful consequences, 
ctmfronted him as in a picture. Unutterable aguish 
filled him at the sight, the pangs of conscience smote 
him ; a freshly kindled fire was felt burning within 
his breast. 
" My God," he cried, " what is this I help, help! I" 

These words, uttered in an alarmed tone, brought 
some of his domestics to his side. All stood fixed 
with astonishment on beholding their master. His 
hair bristled op, his eyes rolled, like those of a ma- 
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nlac ; and be reeled as if intoxicated through the 
door, and to the castle gate, crying, " air, air l" while 
Ü»e lofty walls of his castle echoed back the sound. 

The whole of his courtly train gathered in alann 
abont him. But he seemed to hear and see no one, 
ran wildly round, then stood still, snatched at the Etir, 
as if waiitiug to dispel some viewless forms that 
threatened him, and next fled into the garden. In 
vain he thus sought to avoid the hated images that 
pursued him ; they flew after him wherever he went. 
At tbis moment appeared a messenger from the 
cloister at Lindau. It was a letter from the Abbess, 
which he hastily tore open and read : " Early this 
morning your unfortunate sister died. Her soul is 
now clamoring for justice against you, Count Jsang, 
before the jui^ment seat of God. Her death is the 
consequence of your sacrilegious and monstrous 
crimes. Her spirit departed in wild delirium and her 
last v«»ds were: 'Woe, woe unto him!' Heaven 
have mercy on your soul." 

These tidings smote Hermann to the earth; 
thae he writhed in agony, and shrieked like one 
«hose heart is suddenly pierced with a sharp knife. 

" Horrible, horrible !" he esclaimed ; " is there 
nothing to relieve this fiery pain — no one to take my 
Äbhoired lifer 

His domestics spoke to him, raised him up, and 
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tiied to bear hhta back into hj> castle. With tbe 
■treogth of a giant he Havw them from him, and 
coiBBBnded them to hmg his iwont; a ccHnmaad 
whk^ none chose to obey. He then threatmed to 
p«t tkam all to death if they persuted to refuse ; 
atäUnoone stiircd. 

" This, then must be don«, I find, by mynelf," he 
cried, a* he prepared to go, but an inviaiUe pow» 
detaaxed hi». He looked back, " Whose hand 1" be 
extisimed; but he saw nothing. His motions no 
toagieT remaimed in his ova power; he caved and 
■tnntd, yet he felt himself guided by an nnsee» 
- himd. At length the fever of bis soot passed away 
in a load of amaMment, but aa. inward agony now 
seemed to tear hiu heartstrings a«mder, wtdiout k 
b<^ of again losing itself in rage. 

l^uB with a slow and trembling step he crept down 
into dw garden, and thence into the castle court 
Here he fonnd dogs, and cats, and Inrds of all kinds 
and number roaming about, and he seemed to catch 
a kind of muttering resembting the hotnaa voice. 
He felt asteanded; for a moment seemed to resume 
his tut recollection ; sad then be b^an to run ^ter 
one o( the hounds or the cats, stooped to try to catch 
a diiek, then a pigeon, and so disappoiated in ^ 
chase, he stretched out his hands in the air and 
wipt bitt^y. I 
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jningjed Burpri^ and terror, they knew not ^shat to 
Ütink, and only agreed that their lord liaä nm ttadL 
maA 

They could at most only snimise hia diaeaae ; for 
they were not at all aware that from having paitaksn 
of the wonderful fish, the count had acquired the 
gift of uaderstanding Üie language of the animals 
around him ; that even these wane oocupied in de- 
nouncing the crime« of th^ master, foretelling his 
approaching panishment, and the destruction of his 
stately x»£tle. One of the old hens made known the 
vengeance that awaited him in the following vords : 

"Before to-morrow's sun has risen, your grand 
castk will be buried a thousand fathom deep. Thou 
and all of us must meet our terrific fate ; thou, stained 
with crimes alone ; prepare thyself and pray." 

So awaiting the final fulfilment of his destiny, 
Count Isasg sat upon a. stone befoie Ihe ^itak :of 
-his rich palace. There where so often his 'friends 
had met, where Uke young vines they had shvt up 
into barren luxuriance ; where many a lovely maiden 
Jiad be^ betrayed or sacrificed amid the din of riot 
and of wine ; there he resolved to meet the cloeiag 
8i%ne of his existence, and recklessly fall, for ever 
bmied under the ruins of his noUe castle. Theödea 
.of safety or of flight, never once occurred to hka; 
^ eoei^ both of mind and body had forsaken him, 
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as in silent nunination he resigned himself to his 
destruction, be it what it would. 

Not a single one of his attendants being ^are 
of the impending visitation coi^d offer him a word of 
advice. They all stood sorrowfully, with their arms 
hangii^ listlessly down, at a distance, and gazing 
upon him wi^ pity and curiosity to learn the resnlL 
It was then the cock crew, a favourite old bird with 
the count for the superior beauty of his plumage ; 
he flew towaids his master, clapped his wings, and 
crew to the following purport, which his master well 
understood. 

" My lord may still save himself by flight ; mount 
then your swiftest steed, and ere sun-rise depart, but 
without any guide, &om the casUe." 

"Howl is that possible?" enquired Isang hastily. 
" Now it is," replied the bird, "but be quick, the 
sun is already going down." 

" Cannot I contrive to save my trusty servant?" 
" No,alone, all alone ', and quick haste away ;" and 
here the faithfulrbird ceased to speak. 

The same invisible power which had hitherto re- 
stramed the Coont's hand from suicide now ui^;ed 
him to preseiVe bis life. He springs up, runs to his 
Stables, caparisoned his fleetest steed, and to the 
suiprize of all thoso he left behind, he rode rapidly 
through the castle-gate. Pale and terrified his 



;,. Google 



oottsCualck. 167 

serTBiit Arnold ran and seized the reins of his bridle ; 
for hj the charm of the remaining^ part of the won- 
detfid fish, he too could Interpret the language of 
bird and beast ; he had heard the fatal prophecy of 
the cock, and was unwilling that the Count alone 
should save himself by flight. 

"My dear lord," he cried in breatblesi terror, 
" let me accompany you, let me mount your horse." 
" I cannot, I dare not," replied Count Isang. "You 
must; in God's name, let me aloi^ with you." " No, 
I say, I cannot, loose your hold I" 

Again the old house bird was heard to crow, cry- 
ii^, " Hasten, hasten, the sun sinks fast." 

And already liis departing beam shone on the 
top of the bill, while Count Isang, overpowered with 
terror lest his final hope should disappear at the 
same moment, and scarcely consc^ious what be did, 
dealt his faithful Arnold a fierce blow that split his 
skull asunder. Then away he went over the draw- 
laidge, cleared the castle gates, and as soon as be 
reached a little embience not iär from the small town 
of Oieboldehausen, be threw himself from bis horse 
in Older to rest and dwell upon tiie strange occur- 
reoces of the day. He stretched his feeble limbs 
upon the earth, and with tbmbbing heart he gazed 
back) bitterly weeping, at the noble towers of bis an- 
cestors. All nature appeared far around him arrayed 
ia the charm of a lovely evening. The larks pouiejd 
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tliev «DDg B>»TC, a oool'WWt faraew aboA luad»' 
liewUed hair, and he saw the huii's Iwt ra^ gädiog 
'^e four beautiful turrets of iüs ancestral mauioft. 
'Yoang, yet «ged in crime, iresh pangs of romeoe 
-awoke within him, and he waptt jiflt w^ in va»i. 

Suddenly one consolii^ tiianght rtkOt atWutt-dte 
.gloom of his soul ; " Should all Mm," he eKoUkned, 
■"be the effect only of myj^own fanoy^" Aod * 
.brought with it a ray of hope,; the mere {xog^Uity 
that all was delusion that had ipafit. H^ iDsteif% 
attempted to rise with tbe view of retuiQuig toJUi 
.castle ; when at the instant he felt the earth beneath 
him tremble, and he reeled l^ie a dnjiJqm man. 
Ihreadii^; lest tbe ground shoi^ open and «iku1[4i 
.him alive, he rallied alt his atIellgä^ abaodoRod his 
horse, and flew with the utmcet speed from (be vpot. 
One moment xmly did be anest bis flight : it vim to 
t^ a last view of his long-loved castle. JHe gated 
wistfully towards the spot; and there he beheld it, 
widi all its toweis, walls and lamparts, unking deeper 
and deeper into the gepng earth, while ia.tbe aite 
where it had stood, instantly there flmred befcae his 
-affiig^ted vision a stormy lake. 

After this micaculons event, Count .hw^ 

hastened to bxyiaie in [Üie cloistei of Giebold^au- 

aen, as .&r as yet lay in his power, his mauifbld and 

- i^eep dyed sins. He endowed it nth the remaining 

p(»tion of his wealth, whae he^tasasdji sbkk and 
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holy life, duriaf the remnant of hia days within its 
walls. And long subsequent to that period, accord- 
ing to his express injunction, there was aonually a 
day set apart for the purpose of reading masses for 
the relief of his soul, and the final forgiveness of 

* In regard to the tradiCionsrr clisracter of this mysUrioiUi 
tale, and more parUcnlarly u to ths appeaiancs of the won- 
derful lake, it i» said that a fishaiman maxy jsan ago had the 
tjognlar fortoaa to make a diaufht, not of fiab, bat of a boat 
which contained a metal boiler or Methiog pot, of Ter; Hudsnt 
conHiactiaii, and otaieij peculiar size and %iire. It emitted 
a Gas clear aound. and on examination was found to conaiat of 
a Compound of silrer and copper. . More recently, likewiie, 
bagments of nlier veaaels, aoch aa handles of pota, and corers, 
were taken out of the lake ; which favora the anppoätion tbat 
at aome time or other a caatle or house must hava atood apon 
an island of the lake. (From the New HannoT Maganne for 
Ü.S Year leoT, Ko. 40.)— See Gorr. 
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Nkar Marburg;, iti the ebviroiu of tbe forest bdoi^- 
ing to the castle, lies a mouDtain which is tuuned 
Christenberg. 

Upon this mauDtain a monarch of old had erected 
a stately castle in wbicli to reside. The queen, hia 
coQKirt, was already deceased, leaving him an only 
dan^ter, the sole heii to hi« royal domains. She 
atoned, however, for her sex, by her superior endow- 
ments of mind, which induced the king to place a 
high value upon her virtnes. 

But his adversary the bordering king of Oreea- 
wood, who gieaUy coveted his neighbours' lands 
tonight an army and beleaguered him in his castle. 
The siege was long and obstinate ; his noble daughter 
did not lose her courage, always animating the gar- 
rison by her presence, and encouraging her fother when 
he seemed inclined to yield. The siege thus con- 
tinued until tbe morning of May-day. But eariy 
on that morning, before tbe sun was up, the 
princess remarked the enemy's army approaching 
under Üie cover of green boughs, which appeared 
from the castle walls like a vast moving wood.* Then 



* Vft mty iuae trace & atiiJ 
Gtnaaa tndition, tnd Shikipetn'! Tngedjr of HaAeth, ud 
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fint sfad beeao to dovbt and f«el anwoui ; »nd aoon 
rite kneiw that ^ WM fest, 'fben she «ought ber 
hlbec, Ek»d spcdu the foUeinii^ words : 

" Now fatliei, mtke signal of anrreodei 
Ttie green wood comej apace 
TbM dooiu ut «Bd OUT race 1" 

"Hie king who confided in her prudence ipore thanin 
bis own power, despatched the princess to make 
tei-ms, into the enemy's camp. And such was her 
eloquence and commanding epirit, as to induce King 
Grünewald, not only to grant her freedom, but to 
carry away with her as much treasure as could be 
laden upon a mule's back. 

And what was tlie treasure which this good 
daughter placed upon the mule ? It was her father 
whose life she thus rescued ; and next some of their 
most costly efiects, and in this way she passed through 
the applauding army of the enemy. On arriving at a 
considerable distance from the castle, she stopped 
and said : "Jlier wolle mer ruhen 1"— (here will we re- 
pose ;) and from this saying did the village of Wool- 
mar, about a mile Jrom Christenbei^, receive its name. 

After they had there refreshed themselves, they 
aigain proceeded through wild and mountainous re- 

pnbably it may have been adopted by the dramatiit, thnnigb 
Mme secret K>iiTGe, or out of cougeiullity of taste. (Jiute's 
UeMiBn ADtiqsiti» .J 
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gions, until they arrived in a free and open tract of 
land. Here the priacesB again said. "Hier hats 
&äd," (here there is room for usl) And in this 
place they pitched their tents, buih a. castle, and 
called it Hatsfeld. 

Even down to the pieaent day, vestiges of a 
castle may be seen upon this spot, and not far from 
it lies the little city of Hatsfeld upon the Oder, situa- 
ted about four miles westward of Christeuberg. 
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Iv the Bembuifh department of the Hartz Btanda 
a high mountain called "Ramberg," about three 
miles distant from Balleostedt. Huge pieces of 
granite and other rock stone are spread over its sur- 
face, heaped in strange fantastic shapes one upon 
another. And for more than a thousand yards 
around, the whole hill appears inlaid with small 
sparkling pieces of granite, giving it the ^peaiance 
of a splendid illumined castle, when resting imder 
the rays of the setting sun. Most probably in old 
times, these rocky pyramids were constructed for 
fortified stations, which earthquakes or other con- 
vulsions of the earth have subsequently levelled with 
the ground. In this manner they are supposed to 
liave assumed their present grotesque and varied 
forms. One of these groups of rocks bears the name 
of the Devil's Mill, in illustration of which the peO[de 
repeat the foUowing story. 

At the foot of the Ramberg a certain miller had 
|daced his windmill. There it had long stood, and 

*Tsken&omonl.tradidoD. It uiattited, also, mOtmu'a 
FolkiMg«!!. BienwD IBOQ, Svo.p. 1ST. 
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woo'd the Mast — an useful heir-loom in the miller's 
family, from father to bod, for many centuries past. 

Hitherto it had supported its successive pos- 
sessors in peace and comfort, but hardly had onr 
miller got into full possestion, than he remarked in 
sundry places a number of deficiencies. In par- 
ticular he lamented the little wind that fanned his 
mill sails, and thought what a fine thing it would be 
if he could contrive to build a new mill upon the 
highest windy pomt of the Rambe^. But where 
. were the materials; and ho« could he he sure of 
securing himself against the rougher blasts that 
sometimes visited the heights of the mountain ? And 
where could he find an able architect ? 

These obBtructions led him to appr^end Ütat his 
favorite idea would never he put into execution ; and 
the miUei became nervous and low spirited to a 
degree. Often did he turn impatiently from side to 
side upon his restless couch ; began to detest the 
idea of carrying lacb, or any other kind of w(xk; 
and was fool enough not to see that he would neither 
be happier nor better off, even could he have suc- 
ceeded in his wish. 

It was now that our great adversary who formeriy 
paid far more attention to the little proceedings ot 
mankind, though he met with small gratitude for his 
busy offices at their hands, no sooner heard the 
thmiiiiaif ^ repining of our mffler, tiiui he reMdrcd to 
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«nil himself of it, and one nig^ht appeared to him 
t^enng his humble services. 

The millei considered this a good opportunity 
and closed with the <^er; only he could not well 
digest the nature of the bargain ; the base one insist- 
ing that he mnst have his signature for the possessicat 
of his soul. Much as he wished to promote hii 
undeitakiDg upon the hill, he could not quite make 
up his mind to view the matter in so trivial a lig^t as 
the other party would have him ; and he requested 
a few days to consider of it. 

Tb«, miUer had before this enjoyed httle repose, 
and he had now less. Full of care, be wandered 
absorbed in thou^t around his dweUing, turning in 
his mind whether he had not better let things remain 
as dwy were, in the old way ; and was on the point 
of tioming to such a resolution, when, for the twen- 
tieth time, there came a fresh calm, and his mill 
stood still. This at oitce determined him to the 
costiary ; he gwote he would give the devil a com- 
BUBsion for the new building, though he were to pay 
both in body and soul for the job. The base fiend 
made his appearance at the stipulated hour, and the 
miller signed himself over to him in his own Uood. 
In return be received the devil's promissory note, 
enBuiing to him his life for the space of thirteen 
yean, and that be should build him an excellent 
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unexceptionable mill with six large tails upon the 
very top of the Rambeig, Insured from all damage 
and accidents. Moreorer, that it nas to be com- 
menced on the following night, and completed in 
every respect before the crovring of the cock. 

Scarcely had the shades of ni^t descended be- 
fore the infernal architect commended- his laborsi 
He heaved up and piled rocks upon rocks, which 
were flung to him over the Brocken mountain by a 
party of his diabolical joumeymea. Such was their 
expedition, that behold in a few hours, there stood 
the new mill. The worftmanahip was escellent, large 
and substantial, and made to stand the tug of years. 
The master builder then hastened down the hiU to 
the miller, in order to bring him back to look at the 
work, and see that it 'worked well. With doubtful 
and trembling step the poor man followed him up the 
mountain. It was a dark summer night, the wind 
was up and whistled through the lofty branches of 
^}ak and fir ; daik clouds too overcast the heavens ; 
the lightning shot athwart the gloom, while the 
heavy thunder rolled over the hills and dales, the 
earth trembled, and the miller's heart sank within 
him. Fain would he have turned back, fain have 
returned to his old paternal mill, but all his regret 
was too late. His last hope now was that he should 
be aUe to discover something wanting in the coo- 
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Blruction of hia nev edifice; yet even this he des- 
paired of when he cast his eyes upon the complete 
and noble building, its grand sails sweeping in a 
vast circumference round, and all tight and ri^t. 

With a loud laugh of self-complacency the Devil 
turned towards him and enquired: " Whether there 
were any thing farther that he could suggest V 

" No, no, certainty not," muttered our tiembling 
miller, and was on the point of admitting the va- 
lidity of the bargain, when examining a little Either 
he suddenly cried " Stopl what is here, or rather 
what is not here," he added with a langb of delight 
as he pointed out the want of one of the main stones. 
Stoudy for a long time did the black builder deny 
the utihty of this additional stone, but as the miller 
as stoudy insisted upon having it, it was so agreed 
that it should be set and there was no time to be 
lost. 

Away flew the devil in full ving, to fetch the 
other mill-atone 1 the millei prayed, and bark the 
next moment, it was the crowing of the cock ! 
" Halt there," cried the happy miller, " we are 
now quit:" and off he went down the hiU till he 
reached his ancient home. Smarting under his dis- , 
appointment, the Devil Sew at the new miQ; he tore 
all its jomtings, sails, and sieves asunder. He dis- 
persed them in the air, and tumbled the high walls 
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in huge ftftgmcBts down th« hill, ao as to corer 
the whole place, leaviag only a «mall portion of die 
foundation ; a lasting monuntent of the event, tin 
however was not the sole revenge he toOk, fbr just O 
the nuBer had reached hom6, hh maligitant enemy 
sent a large fragment in his wake, which alighting ffli 
hig brittle dwelliog, crmhed it abnost to atonn alms 
vrith all its inmates, including of course the fboliih 
and discontented miller. 
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Xt h^tpened diat the Reverend Father in God, Henry, 
Bishop of Halberatadt, who flourished about the end 

* Respecting this aalLoi vbo lias palilish«J > very pleaaia;; 
XSoUection at natioruU Btories embeltiaLed wiih colored plateSj at 
Beriin, the editor haa not met with kd; hiographical notice. 

In regard to one of the tales in the seiies, thoagh indispata- 
Uj of Saatetn origin, it hai loog beeu adopted both by tbi 
Italiaiu and ibe Gennaoi, and is found in the langasge of both 
mmoog theii Dational noiels. For this reaaon, added to that of 
ita tmoHiig character, tlie editor has net deemed it incnmbeot 
upon him to exclude it, merely onaccoant of its wantof originftl 
Datioiiali^ ; a feature ao lemaikable in some of the beat talei 



t In this we meet with one of those favorite oatiraial tnidi- 
tünu, which has been ■occeaefally adopted bj a number of O«- 
man writers of fiction ; tha old sayings, tales, and STen Miine of 
the sabfects of the more extended novels, being considered na- 
tional property, aTtiilable, like their editions of books, at almost 
atOTy individual's pleawm. It ii hence we meet with ao many 
difieient venions of the same stoiiei, in partimlai of the older 
and more popular ; and the number of their versions inll oftes 
»ffhrit a pretty coirect criterion of their excelleuce. In the pre- 
sent inManee, the editor has wlecled that of Ebe Aaidt, though 
benowed&om the Volkssagen of Otmai ; as the tale i< far mora 
•unsagly told thwi in aqy other version* It is lemorked bjr 



;,. Google 



180 POPULAR TBADITIOKS. 

of the aisteenth century had once the pleasure of a 
visit from another Reverend Father of equal rank, 
which continued for several ntonüis. He was re- 
ceived in the most hospitable manner ; and one sum- 
mer evening as both host and guest were chattan^ 
familiarly together ; the large round well-filled wine 
■ cups, all fine silver, standing before them, they seemed 
inclined to drink more than usual. For the cups, 
they said, were but small, and the wine that day was 
very good/ ■ From the moment they sat down ta 
dinner, until now, nine in the evening, they had 
~ been chiefly entertained from the same lai^ favorite 
wine vault, heqifeathed years ago to the host, by a 
celebrated bishop, whose diocese also lay near the 

Both DOW agreed in opinion, that it behoved ev«y 
spiritual prince who had a just regard for his honm^ 
to follow so laudable an example, and build his ceHar 
on the scale of the deceased prelate; and they pro- 
ceeded, to discuss how best such an undertaking 
might be executed. While minutely inquiring into 
all the bearings of such a building, the wine kept 

Otmaithat it 19 found among the mora recent .popular tales in 
the laDgaage, belonging (0 the cioee of the 16th centnrj; and 
he has given a panicolar accooat of it in hie introdncIioD, ob- 
aening that it differs couaiderabl; both in it> object and its te- 
predentatioDs ftom the other national trKditiona.— Tn. 
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pace with the subject; but as the two together iäo- 
duce a soporific effect, our good bishops had some- 
thing to do to keep'their eyes open. They yawned* 
, and sipped, and rubbed their eyes ; but they had ^ImoBt 
exhauflted their topic, which they could not renew aa 
easily as theii bottle ; the dialt^ue became still mote 
dull, and was jast on the point of coming to a stand- 
still, when the host bishop's shepheid, Conrad, ap^- 
peared driving his master's flock, a well-washed, 
well-fed and numerous flock of sheep, aa nsual, past 
'the bishop's window. 

Now the good bishop was himself in the habit of 
reviewing his flock every evening. As Conrad drew 
nearer to the spot, and he heard the bleating and the 
tinkling of the bells with which some of them were 
adorned, he could not resist his old practice of going 
to meet them, and he tocÜL his guest along with him 
into the court yard. As he passed by, Conrad, the 
shepherd, respectfully doffed his cap to his master 
with his customary salute of " God save the Lord 
Bishop <" 

" Good e'en to you Conrad," was the reply ; and 
then followed the old enquiry ; " And where is the 
lame ram, where is Hame V Conrad stuck his two 
fingers in his mouth and gave a whistle, so loud and 
shrill that the stranger bishop not expecting such 
a cracking sound quite so near him, put both his 
bands to his ears aa if to save their drums. Alter 
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thiB i^istle there came bounding along n large, hand- 
some, clean washed ram, who ran first to tiie shep- 
herd, and next presented himself to the bishop. The 
latter stroked, and offered him itome pieces of bread, 
which be always put into his pocket for the pgrpoee 
«fter dinner. Then after Baying a few more w<H:di 
to the shepherd, he concluded with the question: 
" Are you making preparatitm yet for yoor mar- 
riage V Conrad only shrugged up his shonldera, and 
drore ahmg his flock in perfect silence. 

" Is not that an extraordinary fine sheep of mine?" 
said Bishop Henry to his guest; while the latter con- 
toited himself by returning a somewhat indifferent 
" Yes." " Yea !" echoed the Bishop of Halberstadtt 
wirj I would not take any price for that animal, he 
is so tame and handsome. I have to thank iny shep* 
herd Conrad for this: he is the hooestest fellow 
alive ; he is honor itself." 

His reverend brother laughed akiud at this singo- 
lar eulogy ; and when the other enquired what ex- 
cited his mirth, he replied; " My dear friend, hooat 
' V, a rare article in these days. In the course of my 
tiards and my residence in the cour^ of princes, 1 
have acquired some knowledge of mankind, and do 
not so easily mistake (me thing for anoth^ ; Uack 
for white I no, they cannot impose upon me." 

The Bishop of Halberstadt granted that he mi^t 
be i^ht in the main ; bat for aU that, be would 
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swear, that his shej^eid Ccmrad did not impose upon 
him ; that he w&s an honest man. 

" Stop there," cried his guest ; *' for I promiMe yon 
he is not a hair better than others, only perhaps he is 
more cunning. Realty honest servants are rarer than 
white mrens, and they are still less frequently to be 
met with, my friend, in the service of spiritual esta- 
Uishments. AH of them deceive their masters ; Bome 
indeed ere better than others, but uU are rogues." 

Bishop Henry opposed this heartless doctrine 
with all his might, for his extra glasses of wine had 
moonted into his head, and he lauded the honour 
and virtue of all his spiritual subjects; but more 
especially those of his shepherd who had never told 
him an untruth, or been guilty of any wrong action 
during the whole time he had been in his service. 

"What never I" cried his guest in an ironical 
tone; "has he never tied, never circumvented or 
cheated any one, much less you t" 

" No," returned the bishop, witti some warmth, 
" never. Conrad has never told me a lie, and never 
w81." "Never will;" retorted his guest; "what 
never ! Now what will you bet me upon that 1 hell 
lie I warrant him !" 

" Agreed ; done !" cried the bishop, offering his 
hand; " itisabetr 

lliey shook hands, and after some desultory con- 
venatiOB aa to die vahie of tiie bet, it was agreed, for 
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the wiae was still in their heads, that th.e loset should 
forfeit a rat of wine to the winner, ia which tbeie 
should be one hundred and fifty fudders— Gesman 
measure. 

The space of three days was fixed upon, during 
which Conrad's honor was to be put to the test, and 
the bishop of Halberstadt bound over his ^est b; 
note of hand, as well as by oath, not to give the 
least hint, either himself or by any third peraon, to 
the shepherd relating to the impending bet. 

It was now late in the eTenii^ ; and both these 
worthy prelates, having fared so well at dinner a 
well as after dinner, and feeling quite unable to re- 
new the entertainment for that day, sighed for re- 
pose. So they took leave of each other for the 
night, each inwardly congratulating himself that by 
this lucky bet he had succeeded in securing a good 
stock of wine, out of which his reverend brother 
would in future be regaled without intrenching upon 
his own pocket ; for both felt convinced that they 
must win. 

Nov in the train 'of the stranger bishop was a 
certain domestic of the name of Peter. He was a 
very complete rogue in his way, and had the ait of 
making himself so agreeable to his master, as to be 
esteemed a kind of humble companion and ^vy 
counsellor in all little emergencies where the bishop 
was Inciined to doubt his own sfuiitual judgment- 
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Just before his maater retired to rest, it occurred 
to him that he woittd send for Peter. Aud so in- 
veterate was his old habit of consultation now 
become, that ia spite of his bond, the moment Peter 
appeared be began to consult him ; informing him 
of every circumstance that had passed, concluding 
with requiting his opinion as to how the wager 
might best be secured ? 

Peter finding, from his master's account, the small 
estimation in which he held the servants of noble 
prelates, declaring that all were more or less rogues, 
had wit enough to see the dilemma in which he was 
{^aced. So he somewhat drily answered, that he 
was sorry he was not capable of advising his 
master in an affair of such a particular kind as this. 

The bishop, however, who had long known him, 
better than he imf^;ined, quickly perceived the ground 
of his reluctance to enter on the subject; and feel- 
ing certain that the most greedy selfishness formed 
the chief ingredient in his servant's character, he . 
plamly told him that in case he would assist in se- 
curing the impending- wager, he should receive a 
handsome remuneration, in addition to a new scarlet 

This was mtelhgible language to Peter, and he 
opeired his mouth, though consistently with his cha- 
racter, it was only to observe upon the very trifling 
reward proposed, considering the immense amount 



;,. Google 



186 rOPÜLAB, TKADITIOHS. 



ofthewa^ in queatioli; for eAer all, "Whatwu 
a poor Bcailetcap?" In fact, the bishop was ob^ed to 
aunre him that be did not intend to confine hii gra- 
titude to so sli^t a iec<Mnpence, before Peter vould 
consent to pnt a hand to the job. Bat havii^ made 
hia temu, be was d'etermined to tpex nothing to 
bring the shepherd Conrad's honor into jeopudy; 
" Thoi^h he were a very phoniz of htHiesty," added 
he, " slilL he will hare a faU." 

Od the following morning be roee wüh the de« 
terminaticHi to begin his machinations ; and in a few 
hours he had learnt that Conrad had a sweetheart, 
the pretty Liese to whom be was much attached. 
She «onld hear nothing of marriage, howerer, until 
he bad a bouse of bis own; and he was poor, and 
it would be the height of folly, in such circninstances, 
to load himself with the cares of a family. 

AD this Peter communicated to his nuatia, be- 
fore dinner, and added, that he had already obtained 
an interrie« wiöi the fair Liese, and hence laid a 
plan to undermine the poor sbefdierd's integrity b; 
means of the girl he loved. For Ais purpose be 
came to request a certain sum, a^iidi the bishop 
gave him. 

He counted out the new shining pieces into his 
hand, reminding him at the same time to omit nothii^ 
diat could tend to promote the success of their job. 
So Pete; returned to finish hia diafa^ne with the 
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shei^enl's sneetheart Lieae, which was renewed ai 
follows : 

Peter. I am glad U) hear, Lieu, th&t Conrad 
has kn^ been am admirer of your«, he ii a brave, 
honest hearted man. 

Litte. It is easy to say, yes ; but the wap and 
means are the main thin^. 

Peter. Oh, if he were really «incere, as no doubt 
he is; you need have no fear upon that head. 

lAeie. There you are mist^en, good man, ve 
cannot Uve upon love ; and money we have none. 

Pettr. Ah, does tiie shoe pinch there 7 

Liete. Too true 1 If Ctrarad had enough to buy 
a little house and a bit of land, it wotäd alter the 
case. As it is, we matt not think of marrying. 

Ptttr. And why not, I will be bound to give 
you as much as you want, prorided you will assist 
me in return. 

With these words, Peter took out his purse and 
displayed a handful of money, which he threw upon 
a little table, bo as almost to cover it. The money 
■hone very tempting in. the maid^s eyes, and 
she ItHiged to call it her own property. " Now," 
amid the wily tempter, " the whole of this shall be 
yours when you agree to purchase for me the hand- 
some ram, bdraging to Conrad's Bock." 

" Yes," said Liese, " but the ram does not bdong 
to the shepherd." " What sigaifies that," continiied 
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Peter^ " be will find some metms of obtainii^ it for 
you, at least if he loves you; and you must take no 
denial." " There, you do him injustice," returned 
Liese, " I know he would lay down his hfe for 
me." " Then put his affection to the proof only so 
for." 

Liese in addition to her wish of obtaining the 
money, bod now a curiosity to learn whether Coniad 
would make such a aacrifice to secure her affectioiu. 
She promised the n^e that she would do every 
thing'jn her power to engage Conrad to procure for 
him the handsome sheep, and Peter counted out the 
tooney, }HX>miung to bring more when he saw his 
purchase. Farther to assure her, be said " He would 
direcdy engage the little house and ground which she 
knew of, before any other purchaser should appear." 

In fact he contrived to engage her so deep in his 
web of villany, that she ,could not retract, and [her 
Daly chance now lay in vanquishing Conrad's scru- 
ples about the removal of the sheep. In this his 
wily plan Peter had so far succeeded. 

On the following day Liese decked herself out 
more elegandy than usual, and took her way towards 
the n«gfabourhood where Conrad was accustomed to 
pastmre bis sheep. As she approached the spot she 
pretended to be busily engaged in gathering herbs. 
Scarcely had Conrad got a sight of her, before be 
ran to join her and the tame sheep followed him. 
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It was not long before he entered on the subject 
nearest his heart, enquiring earnestly when he might 
hope to can her bis own. But Liese answered bim, 
fcr colder than usual, " I bave heard enough of this, 
Conrad, a thousand times over ; it is all nonsense 
you know, until you can inform me that you have 
got a house and piece of ground, where we may live 
together comfortably, and be able to livel Yes, 
you kiiow my mind, and until you can shew me a 
bouse and field of our own, I shall never think of 
marrying," 

Poor Conrad was tumiiu; sorrowiuUy away, quite 
cast down by this barsb treatment, such as be had 
never before received, when the artful maiden threw 
bim an encouraging glance ; adding, " A pretty spe- 
cimen this of your love, Conrad, going off already in 
sucb a buff!" "Good Lord," cried the shepheid, 
■" how you torture one; just now you found fault with 
me and now you seem to doubt my love. I declare 
I woidd g^ve my life for you, if that would be of any 
use. Only put me to the proof!" "I do not want 
so much ; but as you desire it, 1 will just try whether 
your promises are worth any thing," The tame 
sheep at this moment thrust his bead between the 
two lovers, and Liese gave bim a piece of bread 
which he began to eat. " Then give me this pretty 
sheep here, Conrad. I am sure I can bring you a noble 
price for him." The shepheid uttered an exclama- 
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tioa of Bnrpdse at the demand- At length, be «uit, 
" Any tiling in the worid, deai Liese, but not that." 
I aevei should be able to part with him, and if &* 
bishop were to miss his tame ram as I drove home is 
the evening, and no longer stroked him with bis 
own band— —no I could never bear that- Taketbe 
best ten of mj own from the flock ; jou are ^Icoou 
to them, but leave the ram I" 

" There, I said so," cried Liese in an ofiended 
tone; " you men are all the same. Off with yov 
then, with all your sheep ; for yoa wiU not shew me 
the least favM', even when on the point of maniagei 
whatmii^t I expect afterwards? I cee too well ! so 
away I I will have nothing more to say to yoiL" Witb 
a frowning face she turned from him, though be enr 
treated her with tears in her eyes, not to exact so 
kaid a proof oi his aäecti«n. Sharp wwds— at lead 
as hanb aa lovers can use ; now passed on both tides. 
The cootest was long, but scarcely for a moment 
doubtfiil; for the maiden now acquainted Connd 
that she had already agreed to dispose of tha sheep, 
beUeving he would never refuse her ; that farther, she 
bad accepted payment, and given earnest money, for 
the little property they bad both »o long wished for. 
In fact, she said, the sheep was sold and most 
be delivered up cost what it would, for she had giv«n 
her word, and disposed of the purchase mwiey. 

This account she accompanied wjth a flood of 
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tern, Towii^ that it was all owing to Iter aäectioa 
foT him, and now she was to be held up to the woiid 
aa a IJar and deceiver, and this she was resolved >he 
woold never outlive. The sole cause was her desire 
to secure the house and ground, where tbey mi^t 
have spent many happy days ; but now al) bcr Bweet> 
est hopes were destroyed by his heartless olwtioacy, 
which she would never bear. " Were sheep never 
killed before?" she enquUed of the wretched Conrad, 
as she concluded her lecture ; " are they never lost or 
stolen, does the wolf never devour them now, as 
fonnerly, speak!" " I see it all," cried Conrad btt> 
tcily, quite vuiquished by her reproaches and her 
tears; as he at the same time, gave her his hand; 
" The iheep shall be dehvered up to you, before 
noon 1" and in her turn, Liete promised to become 
his wife, at the month's end; and sealed this last 
condact with a kiss. The shepherd and his be- 
trothed then took leave of each other, and Conrad 
grazed after her as long as she was in view. 

Conrad being now left alone, became more se- 
rious ; his joy at the prospect of his marnE^ was 
sadly dashed by the bought of the scene that awaited 
faim when the good bishop should first miss his tame 
sheep. How could he meet hi» eye, bow muster 
courage to impose upon to excellent a master ? H< 
had been so long m his service, and thus to steal and 
lie at last; to steal his tame sbe^ too in which h« 
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took SO much pleasine ; it quite confounded all his 
ideas, he hardly knew whether he was dreaming oi 

He stood cogitating on the spot, where Liese had 
just befoTe been gathering herbs. First, thought he, I 
shall have to speak to the bishop, and I must talce 
care I am not taken by surprise and betray myself. 
He stuck his crook in the ground, then hung his coal 
over it, and placed his cap upon the top ; declaring 
that he must try to act the part. 

So he began to hold a dial<^e with the bishop's 
effigy, in the following words, in which the tame 
sheep at his side, often came in for a part : " God save 
you. Lord Bishop 1" he cried out to the e£^y. " Good 
evening Conrad," he went on, " where is the tame 
sheep ?" " The ram, My Lord Bishop ! the tame ram 
has overrun me, I have sought him every where; i 
have whistled for him as loud as I could ; but he hat 
never returned." 

Conrad then whittled, and the ram began to 
bound and play with the counterfeit bishop before 
which the shepherd was bowing to the ground. 
" Alas," sighed Conrad, shaking his head ; " this will 
never do I the poor fellow is too fond of bread to 
think of running away. The bishop will never be- 
lieve it. No, no, I must hit upon sometbii^ better, 
well then — Ah, my loid tushop, such a misfortune, 
our handsome nun, poor Hame is gone, stolen dean 
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amy I" Just at he said these words, and boned low 
before the bishop's image, poor Hame, as if in reply, 
gave him a pretty sharp push with his horns. " No 
this is not the way neither," exclaimed Conrad, as 
he turned angrily away Irom the hated spot ; " it is 
not so easily done." 

He next tried a variety of other means, all of 
which proved equally imsucceseful ; and he shook 
his head, confessing that it was all of no use. 

" Yet it must be done," he added ; " it is to no 
purpose to think ; at noon I am to deliver up poor 
Hame here, in order to save Liese's good name]" 
^:ain be began to meditate, and after some time, 
in which he muttered deeply, searching for some loop- 
bole by which to make his escape, he suddenly cried 
with a more joyful and confident air." " I have it, 
I have it now, it is the best, and honor wears Icwgest 
in the end." 

He threw his cloak over his shoulders, donned 
his cap, and drove his flock further over the gieea. 
K little before noon, he went away, deeply sighing;, 
with the favorite ram, in order to deliver him to 
taese. Without troubling herself with any Bcni[de8, 
she b her turn gave -him up to Peter, who had paid 
so hi^ for him, and received the rest of the mcmey, 
which she paid for the new house ; while Peter has- 
tened to his master. He acquainted him with his 
success, and the stranger bishop now chuckled in bis 
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sleeve, at the idea of the approaching evening, when 
Conrad would appear as usual mXh his flock, and 
with' a lie in his mouth, ready to impose upon hi« 
master. Fetei seconded him in all his self-compla- 
cencf and hopes of triumph over his host, omitting 
not, at the same time, to remind him respecting his 
promise of the new «cadet cap, and the other {vesents 
be vaa to receive in the morning. 

At the appointed hour, the two Inshops stationvd 
tbemaelves, as usual, in the court-yaid of the castle. 
Conrad now appeared in view, driving his flock from 
die fieM, and slowly approached the spot where the 
good prelates were waiting for him. The wily guest 
with his servant Fet^r standing behind him, secretly 
congr4tulated himself upon the security of his. wager, 
and both imagined they could trace ifi CiMirad's 
features, as he approached, an expression of alann, 
and the twinges of a conscience ill at rest. 

^a^)e, the handsome ram was no where to be 
seen, nor ran as usual to receive his allowance from 
the bishop, and feel the honor of bis lordly band. 
" Where is Harne;" inquired the bishop, the moment 
that he missed bim. " I have sold him," returned 
Conrad, in an earnest and decided tone; "be is not 
here. Hou<m: wears the longest, my good lord bishop. 
1 always shaped my course by it, and I will not de- 
part from, it now." 

Peter's countenance grew, a wonderfully deal 
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kMiger vhen he faeaid these wordi^ uul his master 
looked little better ; both being wofitBy disapixHiited 
and cast down. But bishop Henry of HalbeiHtadt, 
died in a leud tone, while his face darkened wilb the 
BKipt oniinons frowns : " Idiot as fhon alt ! how 
dared you to think of selling &e tame ram without 
fint obtainieg my permission? but I wiH — — " 
" Most noUe mastm," interrupted Comad, " hear 
me . patiently before you ccmdema me, let me be- 
•eech you I It was the maiden Liese who seduced 
me, exacäy as Eve did Adam, and- some arch 
välain hath likewise seduced IJese, exactly lUce the 
base fieod did Eve. If he will conseiU:, however, to 
^K me back the ram, I wiU not expose his name." 
At tite same time, Conrad fixed his eyes upon Peter, 
who full of nige and vexation drew somewhat back ; 
for he noiw saw full well that he should be accused 
of havii^ thrown his master's money away for 
nothing, that he must go without his new scariet cap, 
and all the other presents he had expected, while 
his tricks would foe made manifest to the world. 
"It was Liese," contiimed Conrad, " who engaged 
' ft»- the sale of Hame, or all this would never have 
happ^ted:" (at these words his master began to 
breathe, scenting irtiich way the wind lay) "you 
know how long we have loved each otiier, only wait- 
ing to marry until we had got a little more before- 
hand. She has received so lai^.a sum for the 
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■heep . as to enatde . her. to buy houae and , land suf- 
ficient to . maintain us bodi. with ' induBtiy and care. 
She engaged for all this, and «henJhe.had said, 
fYe», please your reverend honor, and 1 wUl marry 
you,' I could hardly get courage to say, ' No you 
shall not;' for then I must have exposed her- as.an 
impoatoi to the world. ■ With the priest'fl help and 
blessing she will soon be my wife; and I am luie 
your reverence is too good, not to permit thehaj^- 
neas.of two human beings, on account of . the sale of 
one sheep ; and for a servant who has served you ao 
long and faithfully. This is the whole truth of 
the matter, my lord bishop, and now deal with me 
as you will ; what is done is done, and Hanie 
is gone. . But do not punish me harder than yqur 
own conscience will warrant ; and do nothing to 
Liese I beseech you. It was the base fiend Uiuded 
her and all. out of love for me, and I am in Uttle 
better case myself," 

These declarations appeared so hard of digestion 
to the bishop, that he was just on the point of giving 
fresh rein to his angei', when his guest with a fierce 
look turning towards Peter, said: "Thou jolter- 
head then 1 have lost my bet after all, throng 
theel" and he stamped indignanüy with his foot I 

" What say you there j" enquired the. bishop. of 
hu guest, as he heard this finaL conflrmation of his 
suapiciouB. Upon this, the other could not avoid 
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«oming to an exfilanation of the whole affair, which 
aS(»ded the bishop of Halberetadt the greatest aatig- 
&ction. He the mote easily fo^ve his shepheid, 
as by his excellent conduct he had secund him the 
wager, having had the honesty and the courage to 
tell the truth. 

"Well theni honor wears the longest!" cned 
both' the bishops tn a b'eatli ; and ConTa4's master 
added : " As a due return for your honorable conduct 
I take upon myself the whole expence of your mar- 
riage with Liese, and divide the whole flock with 
you." 

To this the stranger bishop added; " I shall not 
after this venture to be stingy. 1 freely give the sh^ 
herd back his ram ; themoney, I gave, he may retain-:-, 
itwtll serve as aweddmg dower for his wife, and the 
(^iristening of the first child." 

The Bishop of Halbersta^t was shortly afterfraids 
presented by his reverend friend with the large vat of 
wine, which be had ätiriy won. Indeed, next to the 
mirror-mountain, it is pointed out as one of the most 
curious and Interesting objects to be seen at Halber- 
stadt; and is stIU known to attract the attention of 
those travellers, thoi^h now emptied of its contents, 
■rbo are fond of investigating the prelatical antiquities - 
of Geniaany.i 
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Faslallah, the son of the mighty mo&iuch Kn- 
Ortob, succeeded on the decease of Use latter 'to the 
throne of the kingdom of Mouad. He vas still in 
- the flow« <rf his days, was intdligest and eVen more 
good natured than clever, so that m a short tiine he 
acquired the entire affection of hie sal^ects. Ho «as 
in particular commended for the filial tenderness he 
displayed towards his widowed mother, the queen 
Z«nrouda-, devoting himself, in every way ke coald 
imagine, to her baj^Hnees, Bad to shed lig^t tmd plea- 
sure over the evening of her days. Upon ascending 
the throne, instead of dooming her to a Widowed 
solitade, as fonneriy had beat the costom, he left her 

* TliODch iwrt Mticttr oC Oomilnc arfgni, Ail «liijfaM bMo 
ineotponMd in nuui} OenMn toOacüfaaf ln«Baucb w to ■Tho 
liu the edtloi to giT« it a ^ace in a woib, tlie chief olgect of 
whicku to MDOM- Not in other inauuiCM luui h« felt bisuMlf 
JBitified in omitting, loch talei u be cooaidered adapted to thii 
poipoM, where Ümj have been pierioiul; adapted by Getaun 
«rthsn m ddteeton of flctjttoae nanMiTa ; ntaelf iv fni at 
tbMt not bwring taken thai oligin iDlbacoontiriD vhsM lan- 
guge they ue relMed. — Ed. 
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in poHeaBum of the same royal honoun and the sune 
i^dendid establishment -which she had enjoyed during 
the late saltan's Ufe. He even took a tow that he 
«osld never raise a new queen to Ihe same rank imtil 
he had erected a ^eodid palace for his future Cftn- 
aait, so as not to deprive his queen-mother of the least 
portitm of her present possessions, or subjGcA hei^ to 
the startest inconvenience. 

The young mooarch poaseisiag a great taste for 
At arts and sciraces, as well as esteeming their pro- 
fcBSors, bestowed liberal encouragement npon moi of 
letters, nnmbers of whcnn quickly resorted to his court. 
He had sufficient discrimiaation, howevn, to distin- 
ginish between those who possesied do useful talents 
or endowments, whom he sow dismissed, and those 
«hose Boand principles and Icnofdedge entitled them 
to hii patronage. 

A young Dervist at length appeared at his court, 
whose singular penetration and iwquirement«/ whbse 
wit and pcnonal aecompUshmeDts attracted the at- 
tCfitioQ ' and won the »ibniralion tuad afi^ction of all 
rmka. Hebecame thecODBtant topic of cooTeTSatioti, 
uid ^ways of applause. Itcould nut ful at length to 
nach the «artiöf the monarch, whoee curiosity ledhin 
to wish for ft persomd interview, the Derrise not Itavii^ 
taken a single step to recommen!d himself to his 
patronage. Ha Munrotmed him, therefore, to his 
presence— the Dervite obey«d, and appeared to such 
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great advantage, in point of inteltectaal endowment«, 
of «uch noble principles, united to so many accomplish' 
ments and such address, as even at a single interview 
to win t^ royal favour. King Fadlallab admiied and 
eBteomed.him, declaring that in this instance, report 
had no way flattered the object of its applause. He 
«ilieated of the young stranger that he would fre- 
quently visit him ; while the latter availed himself of 
the invitation with so much modesty and discretion as 
tQ remove every suspicion of interested motives for bin 
return; and so great was the progress he Ibade in 
Fadlallah's good opinion by bis superior character 
and conversation, that he appeared always dissatisfied 
if he had not conversed with him in the course of the 
day. He at length, attached him wholly to his court, 
retained him as much as possible near his person, and 
by degrees succeeded in availing himself of bis talents 
for the public service. In a short time the king con- 
ferred upon him the highest office in the state. This 
the Dervise repaid by observing the strictest fidelity 
and affection ; though he refused to receive this last . 
proof of his kindness, declaring with great modesty 
that he was unequal to it, and that he had moreover 
taken a von to refuse office, inasmuch as he preferred 
his freedom to the highest honors and to the most 
enormous wealth. 

The, king was astonished at bis moderation, and 
from this time forth regarded the' Dervise as his first 
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friend and favorite. Once as the Derrise waa accom- 
panying the king to the chase, he entertained his 
master with an account of his trarels and many singu- 
lar adventures. Their conversation at length turned 
Upon India, and when the Deryise had related sevend 
very extraordinary events that had occurred there, he 
concluded by saying, that in the same country he had 
. become acquainted with a certain venerable old bra- 
min, one who had penetrated into some of nature's 
deepest secrets. " He died in my arms," continued 
the Dervise, " and with his last words communicated 
to me one of hia rarest secrets, under the express con- 
dition, that I would never confide it to any other 
mortal." 

Surely, thought the king, this must be the grand 
art of making gold ; and then his refusal to accept 
the highest office in his kingdom directly occured to 
him ; this suspicion he communicated to his friend. 

" No, my noble master," replied the latter, " it is 
something far more wonderful; it is the secret power 
of agam restoring a deceased body to life by a migra- 
tion of my own spirit." Just at that moment a roe was 
observed bounding past them, and the king, who was 
prepared to fire, inrought it down by a shot through 
the heart " There," he said to the Dervise, " you 
have now aa opportunity of displaying your power." 

" You seem to donbt it," returned the Dervise, 
" but I will soon convinceyouof its truth;" and this 
s5 
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he pronounced in k very deep asd t^awt tcme: At 
the lame time be fell down dead, and the next mo- 
pient the roe sprang up, as lively and well again as 
cvei. it bounded towards tbe king, {^yed a iho»- 
land pretty tricks, di^aying its attachment to him 
'n every way it could, and t^ies fell lifeless upon the 
grass, while the Dervise on his tide got up agun. 

Fadlallah was lost in deUghted astonishmoit as 
he beheld this strange transaction, and tlten he en- 
treated the Dervise, by evety tfaai^ tfaat was asiciedi 
to impart to him the natura oi the aeoret. At 6m 
the latter made many objectioBS, aesuring the Kii% 
-that there was nothing be would uot wiUiagly ea- 
counter to promote the pleasure of his noble p^raa, 
holding bis own life light in the balance ; yet he 
could hardly venture to break the sacred vow he had 
made the old tvamin, and be trusted his majesty 
WQuld excuse him. This only induced the monarch 
to make fresh and more u^rent eatreatiea, so as at 
letq^, to convinc« bis favorite that there was notbisg 
which he ought to lefiise to so gieata priacef and per- 
ticularly a secret that some time oc other, he votdd 
himself most probably cwumunicate to a ^utd penw* 

The monarch, however, must consuitt to takß 
a binding oath to preserVf; a stoict «ksce in regard to 
the affair, i^ion leeäivmg wbicb the Dervise taof^ 
tum tno caheliaticBl words vAich were not to be^ 
IffonotUBCod above the laeath, for fear of destroying 
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the potml cbann of which be had jnit git en so lively ■ 
X proof. 

The King was fidl of impatience to pat his know- 
ledge into execution upon the spot, althongfa the 
Dervise appeared as if he wished to dissuade him. 
But he spoke the dreadful wonder-words that he had 
leamt, and suddenly he found his soul insuring the 
dead body of the roe. The Dervise here gave him 
Uttle time to consider the nature of the metamor- 
phosis ; for he treacfaeroasly took possession of the 
lifeless form of the monarch, and the same momrait 
seizing the weapon of his master he would have 
levelled it at the roe, had not the King, awaie of his 
design, suddenly concealed himself in an adjacent 
thicket. 

Rejoicing in his successful viUany, the Dervise 
proceeded in the outward semblance Of FadlaDah 
towards the capital, and shortly he found himself 
seated upon the king's throne. 

No one suspected the cheat ; even Fadlallab's own 
mother received her supposed son with her usual 
tenderness, though it was a httle more difficult on 
the part of the Dervise to counterfeit an affection he 
did not feel, for the expression of a pure and vir- 
tuous heart cannot by any art or hypocrisy be imi- 
tated. The false king excused -the absence of the 
Dervise, by saying, that he had been greatly de- 
ceived in him, that he was by no means the wise 
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man he took him for ; and that being engaged in on 
a^ment with him, he (the King) bad not concealed 
hit opinion of biv, upon which the Dervise had left 
him in a buff, declaring that be would never more 
submit to any of the King's commands from the 
moment be BhonU reach the frontiera. 

This inrention obtamed credit throughout the 
whole court, for there were many who bad been 
jealous of the Derrise's influence with the monarch, 
and were rejoiced to thinic that he had incurred the 
royal displeasure. All tongues were now loud u 
their aspersions of him, insomuch that the Dervise in 
the King's shape, bad an opportunity of hearing the 
real, but by no means flattering opinion entertained 
of him at court He resolved to revenge himself at a 
fit opportunity, but at present be had more important 
bosiuess to occupy bis attention, namely to secure 
possession of the throne which he bad thus treacber- 
oualy obtained. For this purpose he issued a royal 
edict to all his sut^ects for the speedy destruction of 
all the roes thnn^hout his dominions, each b^g 
entitled to a handsome reward fbi every onä that 
should be taken. 

The real king would infaUibly have been des- 
troyed, as coming within the operation of this act, 
had he not luckily avoided his impending fate by 
escaping into the corpse of a deceased nightingale, 
which he found at the foot of a tree 
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In this transfonaation he flew as fast as possible 
towards his capital of Mousel. He had a great 
curiosity to learn in what way the treacherous Der- 
vise was proceeding, as well as once more to behold 
his dearly belored mother. He took his station, 
therefore, upon a tree directly opposite to the queen's 
chamber, orei which itcasta cool delicious shade. 
Here he poured his sweetest song; but so mournful 
withal were the strains he poured, that the princess 
sat enchanted for hours at her window listening to 
him. But it sadly grieved him to think that she had 
not the least suspicion of the cause, and that so far 
from feeling any degree of compassion, she only ' 
amused herself along with her slaves, in praising the 
rompass of his notes. Still he ceased not, both mom 
and eve, to pour his tender song, until the queeu 
on the approach of a colder season, fearful lest she 
might lose her little musical guest, gave orders to 
have him, if possible, secured. 

The transfonned monarch heard the ^ole of this 
from his perch on the bough, and when the Queen's 
bird-catcher appeared, to secure him by some sleight 
of hand, he sat quite still and quietly permitted him 
to take him. For the unhappy king wished for no- 
thing BO much as to avail himself of this occasion to 
approach nearer his affectionate mother. So the 
bird-catcher, then, presented him to the Queen con- 
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tained in a costly cage, and he receiTed a hi^ re- 
wan]. She soon ordered a still mora s^ndid res- 
dene« for him, cooitructed of the finest gold wire, 
beaet with mbies, emeraldB and i^iphires, besida 
other [secioiu laateriBls, being resolved to guard him 
with the utmost care and tenderness. 

As she now put her band into the cage in onkr 
to transfer him to his new abode, he not merely per- 
mitted her to take him without the least chent[^ing 
or flutter, but looked into her face with so soft 
and musical an expresBi<»i, pecked and luHed her 
bands so very afiectionalely, that finding him so 
tame the Queen held him more gently than before, 
when he fluttered ronnd her face and neck, and 
seemed so delighted that the Queen was quite over- 
joyed with her little feathered gnest. 

She placed the cage on a marble sltd> ; leaving 
the door ajar, so thsit the King was at liberty to fly in 
and out when he pleased ; etiS continuing his flatta- 
ti^kisses and caresses. She listened hours together to 
his song, pkyed with him in a thousand little ways, 
and pronottuced him the sweetest pretty favorite she 
ever had. 

The poor king felt very happy in thus still beii^ 
made the object of her love ; and it was only when 
his treacherous foe, the wily Dervise made his ap- 
pearance, in his stolen body ; and when he lariäied 
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hia hfpwvitwal attention» upon the Queen, whh af- 
fected filial respect, that he Felt aa if a da^;er went 
lobit.beift. ' >. 

And jdwag^ bis and^nation was all in vain, he 
could not le&aiB fnnn sometimes betraying it by 
bitinK'St hisfingen when he tonchedbim, striking' 
Wlh his liltia wings, and «ttering the most shtürp 
»wt buneMfddd notes, at which the Queen and her 
su|qx)Md son iqipewed mch anrased. 

Jn addition ia her nighting^i however, she had 
wether favorite in her apartments, which had been 
IVe§ented to her what she wa» only twelve yean of 
VSH. It was a lap dog, and from that time, it had 
never been absent from her side ; a very faithful 

r creature, but it was very old, very cross, and 
tB. And alas, one morning the princess found 
it lying dead upon its cashion near her bed, whence 
It had hitherto always sprang to salute her in the 
mmÜBg. 

- This wu/ a cmel blow npon the Queen ; she 
ooidd Bot concealr her grief, and declared her fixed 
deiennieatioB'to have the Kttle dog stuffed, so as to 
W enaUad to Ics^ him still near her. 

All this vras cwamiinicated to our royal Berrise, 
who instantly waited upon the Queen in order to 
console her on her lots, in the mean time, however, 
the real king had availed himself himself of this oc- 
currence to leave the body ef the bud, and take pos- 
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session of that of the lap' dog, in order tb please his' 
mother by bringing her favourite back to life. 

When the Dervise entered the Queen's apartment 
he' found her to his infinite astonishment, playing 
with the pretty Uttk dog, frisking about as usual. In 
great glee she acquainted him that as she was lament- 
ing over the little fellow just before, and stroldng him 
for the last time, he jumped up, and began to bai^, 
caressing her as if nothing had happened. " Indeed," 
she continued, " I think I never should be comforted 
for the loss either of my pretty lap dog, or of my 
sweet nightingalej that pours such delightful songs." 
Saying this, " she looked up, and what a sight 1 she 
beheld her nightingale stretched lifeless at the bottom 
of his cage." 

The extravagance of her grief was now greater 
than for the loss of her dogi and she refused to be 
comforted. The Dervise, irritated at these lamenta- 
ticus, and foi^tii^ for a moment the part he was 
playing, reproached the Queen sharply for this mor- 
bid sensibiUty ; a weakness he said, the less excu- 
sable as she must know that all that lives must some- 
time die ; and he added mockery to his reproaches. 
" Strange," he continued, " that she, who had been 
deprived of a consort whom she ought to have loved 
infinitely more than these senseless animals, could 
have consoled herself for his tos^> and yet waste her 
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The. Queen, unEiccustomed to'such language from 
her affectionate son, now wept more bitterly than 
ever, and persevered in her lamentationa and re- 
proaches so long that the Dervise became alarmed 
at having thus inconsiderately assumed his natm^ 
character, and sought to make the matter; up. But 
he had gone too far, and all his endeavours were 
now in vain. " Well, well,'* he suddenly exclaimed, 
as' a last resource, " I will do what I can to lighten 
your grief. Every morning your n^htingale shall 
come to life again, and sing as much as you please." 

The queen looked at him with an air of surprise, 
and did not conceal her doubts. In fact she fancied 
her son had suddenly inn mad. 

" What 1 have promised you," insisted the Der- 
vise, "shall be done, were it only to convince you 
that mine are no empty words." 

So forthwith he laid himself down upon the 
80& and sent his soul into the nightingale, ' which 
to the DO small astonishment of the Queen, began 
to flutter about and sing as exquisitely as before. 

The real king in the form of the dog was a 
spectator of this scene ; aikd availed himself of this 
opportunity to take possession of his own body, 
which he did the moment the wily Dervise left it. 
He then sprang off the sofa, ran to the cage end 
seizing the nightingale by the neck wrung it till it 
' was dead. 
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' cried äie quwii, traii^xHted with 
BBger ät die deed ; " wbat is it yoa do ? Ib this ysttr 
aiectod kindneu and respect for your moth«!, a 
motiier who has lavished upon yon «o macb cAn 



It was now king Fadlallah |KDceeded to iafivm 
h^ leipecting ereiy thing which had pawed, in con- 
peqUencE of the treachery of the Dervise. The queen 
was Ibß leu incGned to question the trath of «hat he 
stated, m she iec(dlected a variety of little circnm- 
stasceB, irtiich though not befeie noticed, aoir cor* 
robmted it. la paiticidaT the deciee imied against 
the IOCS, and the acoooot she had lecared of Ithe 
Dervise's body being found half devoured by the 
wolves uöder a tree in the wood. Thus after a 
short Kngn of power and splendor, the traitor re- 
ceived the just reward of his deeds ; having betrayed 
die ntmost ingratitude and baseness towards the 
best of mästen. All his infernal arts were insnfficient 
to Bcte«n him from the hand of that justice, which 
is dei^ oat equaUy from on high. 
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COUNT WALTER, 



THE LADY HELGUNDA. 

A SILXaiAM TALE. 
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BUSCHING.« 



No modem writer among the GennEtus has ex- 
hibited greater ingenuity and industry in illustiating 
the literary antiquities of his country, whether we 
consider the rariety, the extent, or the character of 
his researches, than the author of the collection be- 
fore us. Id addition to his more popular productions 
in poetry and romance, his sound taste and leaming 
have acquired for him a high station in the republic 
of letters. He is said to occupy the distinguished 
post of head Professor of Philosophy in the Uni- 
versity of Breslau ; and is on intimate terms of cor- 
respondence, and enjoys the friendship of many of 
his most illustrious ctxitemporaries. He was bom 
at Berlin on the ISth of September, 1783, but sub- 
sequently took up his residence at Breslau, where 
he now remains. The author of a number of im- - 
portant works, besides those of a more popular cha- 
racter, which bring him here under our notice, he 
■ Fopnlu Tnditioiu, Talea, and Lagendj. Collscted b; 
John GuitaTiu BuKhing, Kew edition, Leipsic, I8S0. Alio, 
A CidlKtian of Oeimui Popolu Songs, Berlin I80T. Gamutii 
PoetM baJonfing to llie Middls Agip, tvoli, 180K-S-I4. 
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BtiU continues aidently engaged in literary researches, 
and conrls the correspondeoce and communicatioaB 
of men of letters. Upon this suhject, he observes 
with the modesty of a man of real worth, at the ctm- 
cluNon of the collection of Tales before us : " Hy 
little volume of Popular Stories Ees here completed 
upon my table. I part with it as with a friend ;. for it 
h'as given me no little jdeasure, as I succeeded tn 
finding story after story ; here and there adding new 
matter before wholly or eli^Uy known to me, until 
it appeared to promise vastly well, and embrace great 
variety of materials. By the time the whole how- 
ever, was fully collected and arranged, 1 had leisure 
to see a number of imperfections and deficiencies ; 
quite enough to excite in me a wish that these 
simfde pages might win me a few friends; true 
friends who would kindly assist me in filling up these 
blanks, and give the whole a more fiill and correct 
illustration of the subject. I should esteem it a sm- 
gular favor if they would forward me any of Üieir 
valuaUe remarks, addressed either direct to me, now 
at Breslau, or to the Printing Office under my ad- 
dress." — Potiscript to Popular Talei, &c. 

Besides his Popular Tales, legends and Songs 
Biisching has published the following works : a His- 
tory of the War between the Ants and the Gnats, &c. 
Leip. 1806. TheBookof Love, 1809. The Soi% <tf 
the Niebehingen in a new Vtnion, 1815. The Sad 



;,. Google 



BÜSCHIN«. 215 

Tragediei, Numerous Comedies, Strang!^ Carnival 
Plays, Pleasant Dialogues, Wondioua Fables, Woful 
DitUes, besides many other Witty Tales and Jests, 
by old Hans Sachs. In two parts. Nurembe^, 
lSlG-i9. 

In the arrangement of his Popular Tales' Büsching; 
has adopted the plan, along vith many of the stories 
of his predecessor Otmar. His notes and illustra- 
tions, however, are more lull and particular in tracing 
the origin and pointing out the connections of the in- 
dividual stories. He enters upon a view of the dif- 
ferent popular German works on fiction that have 
been published, and in some instances gives brief 
critical notices of the tales themselves. He has 
moreorer very judiciously subdivided his own collec- 
tion, consisdng of not less than one hundred and 
twenty popular traditions and tales, into their respec- 
tive classes, according to the region and local spots 
whence they are supposed to have sprung. Some 
are new, while others are of more general currency 
thrown into a new dress, and most of them are very 
pleasingly narrated. From the circumstance, how- 
ever, of our having extracted a laige portion of the best 
stories from previous collections, the following speci- 
mens will be found limited to a very small number. 

" Early in my boyish years," remarks Biisching, " I 
indulged a fancy for these favorite old tales of the 
people ; a fancy not quickly effaced by more serious 
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affairs. When on entering the period of maturer 
youth my mind took a peculiar and decided direction 
the former images again recurred to my imc^ination.~ 
My admiration of the middle ages, and my lore 
of the antiquities of our ancestors, awoke within me 
while I was yet a school-boy. This grew upon me 
in a very remarkable maimer which I cannot here 
describe; I stood amidst an old world of wonderüd 
tales and legend*."— (Pre/ace, p. 15-16.) 
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In old times there was a very celebrated city ia 
Poland, defended with walls both high and strAig, 
named Wislictz, one of whose governors, during the 
heathen ages was called Wisland the Handsome, and 
was descended from the femily of King Pepin. Now 
there was, also, a certain count, brave and powerftd, 
belonging to the same stock, called Walter the 
Strong, whose casde, Tyniez Krakau, was sitn&t«d 
■where the abbey of St. Benedict, founded by Casimer 
the Monk, King' of Pdand now stands. This Count 
made war upon the lord of the city; overpowered, 
and made him prisoner, confining him in chains^ 
under strict guard, in a high tower. He had espoused 
a noble lady called Helg^nda, daughter of a king of 
the Franks, whom Walter the Strong secretly carried 
away, not without great danger, as the tradition say;, 
into Poland. 

It was as follows: a son of tiie king of the 
Alaitianni went to the court of the French kii^, 
Helgunda's father, where he was received with great 
favor.in order to be instructed in knightly accomplish* 
■ments. Count Walter being a knight of great pene- 
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batioo and cunning, when he perceived that the 
hnght Helgunda nas incUned to tum the Q^t of her 
eyes upon this young prince, one night boldly 
mounted the battlements of the castle, bribed the 
warder, and then began to sing such sweet songs 
under the chamber of the {^cesB, that both she and 
htt ladies awoke at the delicious sounds out of their 
sleep. She sprang from her couch, and along with 
h^ companions, shaking off the drowsy heaviness of 
the n^ht, listened intently to the charmer's strains as 
long as she could catch their last dying soimds. 

Early in the morning lady Helgunda sent for th^ 
wudei to learn whether he knew any thing of the 
miostrel who had sui^ so sweetly the [veceding 
night; not venturing to betray the brave lord, be 
protested his entire ignorance of the occurrence ; and 
, lord Walter having with equal craftmess succeeded 
the two following nights in entertaining her in the same 
maimer, the lady was quite at a toss what to think. 
She nest threatened the warder wiüi the severest 
puniahment, if he longer refused to disclose the 
minstrel's name. As be still hesitated she coit- 
demned him forthwith to suffer death ; and the 
unhappy man was glad to avoid his fate by instantly 
naming Lord Walter. Upon hearing this, the lady 
h^ao to feel her lovft for thq young prince of the 
.Alamanni wax cold; she changed, and became even 
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more 'wann aod irreÜBtible in favor of her new loTei« 
«ttä every day her love encreased. 

When the prince diecoveied the very favourable 
li^t in which she regarded hia rival, and the cold 
. repulsive manner in which he was treated, he burat 
with i^;e and K<»n : but soon after the two new 
loverB, being ever on the w^ch took advantage of an 
OiqMMtumty to effect thdi escape. Having set for- 
ward on the appointed day, they at length a[^roached 
the long wished for banks of the river Rhine, where 
the boatmen required irom them a mark of gold 
which they received, and yet attempted to delay their 
parage until the airiyal of the king's »on. Lord 
Walter aware of the danger, inatantly mounted his 
horse, and {dacing the lady behind him, gave him the 
■purs, dashed into the water, and want across like an 
anow irom the bow. He bad proceeded, however, a 
very little way &om the opposite bank, when he heard 
ft ioud halloo Irom his pursuers, the prince's followers, 
be himself, calling m a loud voice, " Wretch dost 
tbOu fly thus secretly with the king's daughter, and 
think to pass the Rhine without paying toll? halt 
thy speed, that we may try the strength of our 
swords, and let tke nctor mount the horse of his foe- 
man, and his be his arms, and his be the Ivide." 
IjOrd Walter hearing him call, without the least fear, 
replied, " What say's! thou of the king's daughter. 



;,. Google 



itdO POPULAIl TBAQITIOKS. 

the toll is paid with a mark of gold and the princead 
rides along with me, neither seduced nor forced, bOI 
of her own free will." 

. LotÜ Walter then drew up, and both foetnen fletf 
with lance in rest, bitterly, against each othw'a breasts. 
Nest out sprang their sworda, and manfoUy both 
cfHnbatanta laid about them. Casting his eye upcai 
the lovely Helgunda, the prince of the Alamawi) 
fought with such fury as to compel his mal to mea- 
sure back his steps until be drew nigh and nigher the 
Ikfinghted lady ; when stung with shame and love, he 
lummoned all his manhood to the task, and in a 
ßerce onset lud the prince of the Alamanni dead at 
his feet. So he took the horee and arms of the de- 
ceased, and returned wi^ double triumph to his fair 
lady ! and when anived at hia castle Tyniez, after 
many a hard adventuie, he gave himself up {ot^ 
while to the enjoyment of love and peace. He had 
at length leisure to listen to the grieraDces of his vaa* 
ealifWhohad been greatly 0{^>ressed during-his absence 
by Wiilaw the Handsome. ,He brooded -over this 
injury, and sought an opportunity of revenging him- 
self. At length he made a sudden and fierce attack, 
woratedf and took Wislaw prisoner, as we baye abeady 
mestioned, confining him in a tow« of his castle 
Tyniez. 

lj(4 long aftecwaids, eager for heroic adventures, 
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he* set out on a toui throi^k the mrroiiiKling coimtty, 
pTopoeing to lead this chmilric kind of life some time. 
He had already been absent daring two yean, when 
the fair Helgnnda, apprehensive of the fate of her 
lord, began to address one of the ladies of her bed- 
chamber in the following terms, at the same time 
castii^ down her eyes : " You see I am neither a 
widow, nor a married woman;" and she then dwelt 
on the htq)piness of those who are bonoorably wedded 
io valiant and faithful lords. 

The lady in wailing concerned to see the sorrow- 
ful and deserted situation of the princess, reminded, 
her of their heroic prisoner Wislaw, whose noble and 
pleasing figme had acquired for him the name of the 
Handsome, and who had been suffered to languish 
so bng in the soUtary tower. This she repeated so 
frequently, at the same time praising his fine qualities 
and immerited sufferings, that the countess could not 
must her curiosity to behold him. He was brought, 
and then conducted back to the tower, and the same 
Idnd of visits continued to be repeated, leadings ere 
long, to far greater intimacy ; neither of them staodr- 
h^ in awe of Lord Waiter. 

Both were now eager to avafl themselves of the 
4tdvice of .their confidante ; and both though th^ felt 
.the stings of consdence, became too impassioned to 
listen to the dictates of honor, or to consult theit 
«afety ; the countess, more especially, being lost in ad- 
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miration of her lover's handsome person, and passing 
aU her hours in his society. Sht would no longer 
permit him to be confined in the toner, bnt hirrhig 
granted him liberty, she declared she woold follow 
him even to the farthest wildeTneRs, among savage 
rocks and caves, or face wild beasts of the forest, such 
«as hn inextii^ishsble lore for him. Fina%, she 
accompanied him to WisKctz, reganlless of her lord's 
honor, and thus openly uniting her fate to his. By 
auch means Wislaw regained his "fixedom and his 
ptoperty, ffattermg himsdf that he had thus easily 
leaped a double triimiph over his enemy : but he was 
speedily doomed to be undeceired, in a way he little 
expected. For at length Lord Walter, weary of herois 
achievments, turned the head of his steed, once more 
homewftrds. And soon he stood before his castle gate ; 
— at his own door, and holding his gallant war-hoise 
by the rein, he enquired of hia people as Üiey flodred 
araund him, wheref<R« the bright Helgunda was not 
tiere to greet him home. Then they, trembling, pro' 
claimed the tnitti — how the captive Wislaw had 
escaped, by means of lady Helgnnda from his durance 
in the tower;— how they had aisodated together, 
andlicTw they had lastly taken flight 

PiDed with rage and disappointment, the gallant 
lord again timed his horse's- head, without entering 
hii casde, towards Wising, leaving his vassals to aim 
and ' tUBOw, as they diose. He bddly qiuired tm 
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into the very city of Wislictz, where he found Wis- 
law busily engaged in preparations for the chase. No 
sooDN did Helgunda behold her lord's entnmce into 
th^'city than she hastened towards him, fell at his 
feet, and loudly upbraided Wislaw, declaring that he 
had carried her o£F by violence in the night-time, and 
entreating that he would revenge her wrongs upon the' 
head of that most false robber, and ravisher, in which 
she would lend her utmost aid. With this view she 
beseeched him to bear hra' company into the adjoin- 
ing palace, where if he would secrete himself in a 
chamber for a few moments, she vowed to surrender 
the robber Wislaw, alive, into his hands. The bero 
gave credit to the words and tears of the wily syien, 
and followed her into Üie place she pointed out to him, 
wh«% she basely delivered him up a prisoner into the 
power of Wislaw the Handsome. Both then openly 
msidted the brave Lord Wdter by their triumph and 
rejcHCings [—compelling him even to become a wit- 
ness of their endearments ; — ^little anticipating that 
such extravagant ddight is not nnfirequently followed 
by very disaslzous results. 

Instead of consigning hiin, as usual, to a dun- 
geon his enemy studied how best he might torment 
him with the sight of his lost Helganda, as they 
feasted together in his hafl. For this purpose he had 
him fastened with outspread arms to the wall, his 
neck and feet supported by iron clasps which held 
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him. ia an upright p9sition. Id a Tecess of Ibe esaae 
afaxtmeat vas a couch, in full view of the nnhtq^ 
loid, where his enemy beguiled the summer hour» 
with caressing; the fake and adulterous countess. 

The tyrant Wislaw bad a Bister, whose extiwne 
u^ittesi anddeformity were such as to repel all idea of 
)ove, and her he chose as a safe gaoler to a^rarate 
Lord Walter's sufferings, above all other peoifle, by her 
very sight. But the young woman finding the pri- 
sonet so completely in her power, appeared to take 
pity upon him, and pity being akin to love, she one 
day quite uncereraooionsly enquired of him : if he 
were desirous of having a wife;' for in such case 
she would relieve him from, his sufferings by 
^king off his chains. Lord Walter was glad to 
promise, and that solemnly, that he tvould love and 
cherish her as long as he lived, and conduct himself 
towards Wislaw, as she insisted, like a good broth^- 
tn-law, without strife and quarrelling, as they had 
hitherto done. He then begged of her to bring her 
brother's sword in order that she might knock off 
his chains; and she went;, and taking it from the 
scabbard at his bed's head she returned. He then 
told her how to loosen the links of the iron chains 
and bands, and to cut the claspe between his bqcic 
and the wall, so that having once his arms at liberty, 
he could easily effect the rest. 

They had warily fixed upon the midnight hour. 
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when Wisliiw was reposing by the side of the fair 
Helgimda, on the coach where Lord Walter had bo 
often seen them. That very day had he accosted hec 
as flhe sat there, in the absence of faei paramoar ; 
" Thou vile one, how wouMst thou feel, were I to 
stand before thy couch — my sword in my hand — ' 
freed from these chains V Her heart beat with terror 
at these words ; and trembling that night, she turned 
to Wislaw, crying out in her sleep : " Woe to us 
lord — your sword was missing to day ftom its sheath ; 
and 1 have forgotten to lay it under our pillow to 
ni^t — how is this t" Heai;ing her call, Wislaw re- 
plied : " And what, love, if he had ten swords, and 
ten swoidsmen at his side ; what would they avail 
him against his iron bonds, which no art can unclasp, 
but his who forged them— be at peace, my love, and 
sleep." 

As he uttered these last words, Loid Walter, 
came bounding 1^ a tiger escaped from his den : he 
atood with naked uplifted sword before their couch, 
and reviUng them a moment as they lay, the next it 
feD, with heavy and indignant ire, piercing them 
asunder at a stroke. It was stained with the adul- 
terous blood of both aa it again descended, and both 
their li^ were stierificed upcn the spot bef<He it was 
returned to its scabbard. Thus they came to their 
unblessed end ; and the monument of Helgunda is 
stiU abewn at (he castle of Wislictz, to all those who 
l5 
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are curious to See it, hewn in massy stone; and bear- 
ing the dät* of 1253.* 

*'TlMib^e tndUioB ie erery «ky aBtiÜBd to a p]«e a ow 
■giMtioa, ao . Ian fiom its evidast doibctMÜtic« of tho oldsr 
tim«, than fmn the api/it of ancient khmum vhidi it braatliaa 
thiQugbout. It boaata all the baUneas and hardihood of a chi- 
Taliic age, and is alto fonnded upon an ancient King. An old 
Poliah Chioaicler, BognphahiB, the Bishop of Posen, wlio died in 
Its), giTei a aairatiTe ofthis traditioniD(heI«tiD'tDBg<n. Hie 
Chrooid« wai pdntad at Soimenbeif; (Script. Silea. Tom. it 
I).:1S.LT6.)— BÖKn. 
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kaotrt the above period theic reigned a wealthy and 
powerM Emperor of the 'Tartars, in the regions of 
the east. He had a number of tributary kings and 
princes ; and a fair empress whom he had not long 
brfore espoused according to the fashion of his coun- 
try. Now this great princess had often heard from 
the lips of her lords and ambassadors great praises of 
the manners and customs of the Christian worid— 
how noble and commendable they were. That such 
indeed was the magnanimity arid devotion both of its 
princes and its people, that they were not only ready 
to shed their blood, but even to lay down their liyes 
m defence of their religion and their honor. 

Thus repeatedly hearing this high character of 
the Christian princes and nobility, with the excellent 
government of their states and cities, she gradually 
imbibed the strongest desire to visit them, and fre- 
qaently solicited the Emperor Batus for his per- 
mission so to 'do. But her royal consort invariably 
refWd to comply, apprdtensive of the «tengers she 
wonM have to encounter; though he was unable to 
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indnce lier to abandon the idea. In fact she re- 
peat«d her wishes bo often, attended by tears and 
prayen, that the * Emperor was at length glad 
to . compromiM the affaic by fixing a certain pe- 
riod for her jouroey» dtoukl she still cootinne to en- 
tertain the idea. 

This being the case, the Emperor resolved that 
she ^öuld be, &cc<Mlnpanied by an impioeing train of 
his tributary {ninces and 'nobility, all richly d^äorated 
with gold; silver and precious stones, and bearing 
nmnerous passports and credentials in order to facili- 
tate the ol^ects of the princess's toui, and obtain for 
her the respect and admiration of the Chiistian world. 
These'grand preparations being completed, the Em- 
press, attended by a noble escort and supplied with 
rich gifts, set forth with a feeling of delight upon her 
toui into distant lands. She was every where re- 
ceived with the utmost courtesy and respect, bj the 
various princes through whose dominions she had tO 
pass ; such as the consort of so mighty an Empax» 
well merited. In this way she at length reached the 
country of Silesia, near the skirts of the Zobtenberg, 
shortly before caHed Fürstenberg,, to which it is 
reported by the old chronicles, that the -ancient 
princes of Silesia and Poland owe their origin. , At 
the same period stood two powerful castles, named 
Fiirstenbeig and Leubus, in the vicinity, which are 
now converted into a monastery for tW Cistercian fa- 
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then of St Bntedict, while the most dtstii^aud>ed. 
city of the surrounding district, called Neamaikt« 
had been erected by a prince of the second of the 
said castles. Among other places, the Empress and 
her escort approached this city, [nt>posing to examine 
-every thing curious it aÖörded, and to repose then 
some little while. 

- Hie citiiens of the place, beholding their ricli 
and noble equipage, and the treasures of every kind 
which accompanied it, were seized with envy and as- 
tonishment ; next conversing respectii^; it in groups, 
and then summobing a general council. There they 
declared that it was a scandal upon their holy re- 
ligion, and highly unseetnly, that a heathen princess 
should be permitted to insult the Christian world by 
«nch a display of pomp and treasure ; fine gold, sil- 
ver, and most precious jewels, of such weight and 
water as they were. " Of a truth," continued the 
more zealous, and mercenary of the flock ; " it would 
be a sight well-pleasing to the Lord, were we to faQ, 
with heavy hand, upon the heathen and her attend- 
ant!, and. putting them to death, to divide their 

amazing wealth, among the good citizens .of this 
place." 

And too eageriy did the baser lords, and knights, 
and squires, all avail themselves of this evil counsel. 

They, attacked the defenceless empress and her es> 
cort, unsuspicious of any treachery, and put the whole 
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of them to death upon the spot, with the exception ' 
of two of the Empress's ladies who contrived to se- 
crete themsehea in b daik cellar and escaped. These 
nnhappy survirOrs, after mas; aofferings and perili, 
beg^ied their way back into their own country, where 
with great terror and affliction at the recollection, 
they recounted to the Tartar Emperor the unhaj^ 
death of his consort and her attendants, adding, 
" Oh, most mighty monarch of the East, we have 
travelled ftir and wide with the Empress and her 
escort over strange regions, and manifold states and 
cities of Christendom. In all were we received with 
the utmost respect and conrtesy, regaled and treated 
with many presents, except in. one fatal city which 
is called Neumarkt, situated somewhere in Silesia. 
It was there our dear mistiess, the Empress, your 
royal consort, with all her princes, lords and pages, 
were treacherously surprized, beaten, and mnrdered, 
by the citiiens of the same place, w« two only .es- 
caping after experiencing the most severe privations 
and pains, to lament their loss." 

When the Emperor had heard these terrific tidings 
to an end — the death of his beloved young consort, of 
his. lords and princes, the flower of his nobility and 
his knights — he made a loud exclamation of agony, 
repeated through his extensive palace and re-echoed 
by its walls. Then deep rage and indignation to«^ 
possession of his soul ; he made a terrific vow and 
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swore, that his royal head should' never again 
know repose, until he had bitterly revenged upon the 
Christian world, the base and cruel aasaBsination of 
his consort and bis subjects, by bloodshed, war, and 
desolation of its dominions. During the next three 
yeais, he prepared the whole of the wealth which he 
possessed, to bear the heavy expences he was about 
to incur, and at the close of that period he' had 
already an army of five hundred Üiousand men, all 
prepared to act against the states of Christendom. 

Tradition, however, does not < inform us of the 
result of these grand preparations, to . avenge the 
cruel assassination of his Empress, and his tributary 
princes and great lords.* 

* The bütoricU acsonnt of the muider of the Tutar piincaH 
tX Neumukt, is to be found in the legend of the faol; St. Hed- 
wig. It was fiiBt printed in Geimnn at Brealsa, in the jobi 
1004, in folio. It it Matorically shewn that (he whole WBi 
merely a popnlar story,' current for a long period 5 from which 
fikewisa a popnlai aong had been composed, extracted tnm the 
BWne collection, and which haa been alio attached to the pre- 
■ant collection. The snhject ii treated in Wunderhem, II. 
c. S58— 60. Bus. 
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SPECIMENS 



THE KINDER VHD HAUS HABCHEN, 
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M. M. GRIMM .■ 



Or late years the names and merits of the brothera 
Qrimm, aä they so announce themselves in their 
joint productions, have become pretty famiharto as in 
En^and, as well, we presume, as to the lovers of fiction 
elsewhere. Sketches of their lives and tabors have 
adorned the pages ofour monthly journals, for their rer 
putation travels far, fraught aä it is Vrith joyous tidings 
of entertainment for all sizes of children, both of 
larger and smaller growth. They may be considered 
indeed, as fojining a sort of literary company, of 
more sterling worth, we trust, than most companies of 
the day, by which they are enabled to accomplish a 
vast deal of business with the land of faerie, and to 
carry on large speculations with the invisible world. 

Thereappearto be three of the brothers Grimm (un- 
less indeed the good village rector should jxuve to be a 
coiuitrycousin),thefirst ofwhom,rectorof Weenheim, , 

* Germaa TrwIitiaBi), S toIs. BbeHu, 18IT, 1818. Di»nei- 
tic Storie» tai dalirea, Berlin. Lina'a Stmy-Book, a Chriic- 
Dus Present ; FnoUbrt, 1816. Altdeutdue Wälder, 3 Farta, 
CmwI, 181S-16. 
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was bom at Scblücbtem, near CcelnhauBen, 1780, aod 
ia the aDthor of .the ftJiowiog works : " David's Rise, 
a diuna, in five acts," Eailsr. 1811. " Tales fn 
Chüdren," Heidelbei^, 1817, with plates. " Lina's 
Storybook," Frank. 1816. " The Past anil the Pre- 
sent Mountain Walks, or lUminiscences for my 
Friends round the Neckar and the Odea-woods," 
pannatadt,1822. 

The two other brothers ^e doctors of philosophy 
and Ubrarian secretaries at Cassel; the first of whtun 
James Lewis Charles, was bom at Hanau, on the 8th 
of January, 1785. Under his name have appeared, 
" The Two oldest Qemian Poems in the eighth cen- 
tury." " The Song of Hildebrand, and the Weissen- 
bmnner Gebet, for the first time exhibited in its 
metre." Conjointly with his brother William Cbaries, 
'he has published " the Kinder und Haus Märchen," 
SvoIb. Berlin, 1812-14. " Poor Henry von Wartman 
of the Green," Berlin, 1815, from a Strusburgh MS. 
in the Vatican. Likewise, "'Songs of the ancient 
Roda, from a MS." 1815.—" Popular Traditions of 
Germany," 1817-18. 

The third brother is William Charles Grimm, 
likewise a doctor of phuosophy and state h'brarian at 
Cassel; and bom at Hanau one year later than the 
preceding one :~viz. 26'th February, 1786. 

The following is a list of the individual wocki 
Icuinvn-iuKler his name, besides those id which he has 
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auisted oi beea auisted by his relativei : " The old 
Danish Heroic Song«, Ballads, and Tales, translated 
from the ori^nal." Heidelberg, 1811. Three old 
Scotch SoDgs. with the original language from which 
they were translated, from two new collections, &c. Sec. 

M. M. Grimm are all men of indisputaUe talent, 
and of great learning and research ; as correct critics 
, and abundantly learned commentators they are ex- 
celled by none of their contemporaries ; while their 
method of narrating the favorite tales and traditions 
of their country, which they have so industriou^y 
collected and illustrated, boasts peculiar attractions 
in the ease and simplicity of their style and manner. 

The Kinder und Haus Märchen (Domestic Tales) 
have for these reasons acquired a well merited celebrity 
among numerous classes of readers ; ' and they are 
now become fhmiliar also to En^h readers, by a very 
choice sdection entitled" German Popular Stories." In 
these the au^or appears to ha?e admirably preserved 
the spirit and character of his ordinal and their simple 
and pleasing mode of narration, while he occasionally 
adds to their store of illustration by tracing coin- 
cidences and resemblances between the traditionary 
literature of Germany and other nations. 

We are indebted to the able and ingenious trans- 
lator for llie following specimen from the Kinder und 
Haus Märchen. 



;,. Google 



POPUIpAR T&ADITIONS. 



Theke was once a kii^ who had twdTC lovet; 
daughters. They slept in twelre beds all m one 
room, ^d when they went to bed the doore were 
■hut and locked up; but ereiy moming their »hoes 
were found to be quite worn through, as if they had 
been danced in all night, and yet nobody could find 
how it happened, or where they- had been. 

Then the king made it known to all the land, 
that if any petBon could discover the aeciet, and find 
Dfit where it was that the princesses danced at night, 
he should have the one he liked best for his wife, 
and should be king after his death ; but whoever 
tried and did not succeed, after three days and 
n^hts, shonld be put to death. 

A king's son soon came. He was well enter- 
tained, and in the evening was taken to the chamber 
next to the one where the princesses lay in their 
twelve beds. There he was to sit and watch where 
they went to dance ; and in order that nothing might 
pass without his hearing it, the door of his chamber 
was left open. But the king's son soon fell asleep, 
and when he awoke in the moming, he found that 
the princesses had all been dancing, for the soles of 
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their Bboes were worn fiill of holes. The same thing 
hqtpened the second and thiid night ; bo the king 
ordered hiü head to be cut ofT. After him came 
■eTeral othen, hut they had all the same luck, and 
all lost their lives in the same manner. 

Nnw it chanced that an old soldier, who had 
been wounded in battle and could fight no longer, 
passed through the country where this king reigned, 
and as he was tnivelling through a wood, he met an 
old woman who asked him where he was going. " I 
hardly know where 1 am going, or what I shall do," 
said the soldier, "but I think I should like very 
well to find out where it is that the princesses dance, 
and then in time I might be a king." " Well !" said 
äta old dame, " that is no very hard task, (»ily take 
cture not to drink ahy of the wine which one of the 
fffincesses will bring to yo« in the evening, and as 
soon as she leaves you, pretend to be &st asleep." 

Then she gave him a cloak and said : " As socn 
as you put that on, you wUl become invisible, and 
you will then be able to follow the princesies where- 
ever they go." When the soldier heard all this good 
counsel, he determined to try fats luck : so he went 
to the king and said he was willing to undertake the 
trial. He was as well received a; the others had 
been, and the king ordered fine royal robes to be 
' given him, asd when the evening came he was led 
to the outwaid chamber. Just as be was going to 
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lie down, the eldeit of the princesses brought him a 
cup of wine ; but the soldier threw it all away 
secretly, taking care not to drink a drop. 

Then he laid himself down on his bed, and in a 
little time began 1o snore very loud, as if he was fast 
asleep. When the twelve princesses heard this they 
laughed heartily, and the eldest said : " This fellow 
too, might have done a wiser thing than lose his li& 
in this way !" Then they rose up and opened their 
drawers and boxes, and took out all their fine clothes, 
and dressed tbemselTes at the glass, and skipped 
about as if they were eager to begin dancing. " But 
the youngest said : " I don't know how it is, while 
-you are so happy, 1 feel very uneasy ; I am* sure some 
mischance will befall us." " You simjdeton," said 
tbeeldest, "you are alwaysaii^d; have you fiir- 
gotten how many kii^' sons have already watched 
itg in vain ? And as for this soldier, even if I had 
not given, him hia sleeping draught, he would have 
slept soundly enough." 

When they were all ready they went and iookei 
at the soldier ; hut he snored on artd did not stir 
hand or foot ; bo they thought they were quit« safe, 
and the eldest went up to her own bed and cla]q>ed 
her handa, and the bed sank into die floor aitd a trap 
dooiBew open. The soldier saw them going; dowa 
through the trap door (we after another, the ddest 
leading the way ; and thinking he had no time to 
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kne he jumped up and followed them ; but in the 
middle of the atairs he .trod on the gown of Hie 
youi^^ princeu, and she cried out to her usterg, 
'.'All is not right ; some one took hold of my gown.!' 
"You silly creature," said the eldest " it is nothing 
but a nail in the wall," Then down they all went, 
and at the bottom . they found themselves in a most 
delightful grove of trees and the leaves were all of 
silver, nnd glittered and sparkjed beautißilly. The 
soldier wished to take away some token of the place; 
so he broke «ff a Uttle h^ch, and there came a 
loud noise üom the tree. Then the youngest 
daughter said again, " I am sure all is not right ; did 
not you hear that noise ? That never happened be- 
fore." But the eldest said, " |t is only, our princes 
who are shouting' for joy at our approach.'^ 

Then they came to another grove of trees, where 
all the leaves were of ggld;.and afterwards to a 
third, where the leaves were all glittering diamonds. 
And the soldier broke a branch from each ; and every 
time there was a loud noise, which made the youngest 
sister tremble with fear; but the eldest still said it 
was only the prince who were crying for joy. So 
they went on till they came to a great lake ; and at 
the side of the lake there lay twelve little boats with 
twelve handsome princes in them, who seemed to be 
waiting there for the princesses. 
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One of the princeaset went into each boat, and the 
soldier stef^ied into the sake bokt with the yoongett 
As Öiey were roving orer the lake, the {Ninee wbo im 
in the boat with the youbgest prineess and the soldiei, 
said, " 1 do not know why it ig, but though I am 
rowing with all my m%fat, we do not get on so fast as 
usual, and I am quite tbed ; the boat seems voy 
heavy to day." " It is only the heat of the weallieT,'' 
said the [«inceas ; " I feel it very-warm too." 

On the other side of the lake stood a fine iUumi- 
nated castle, fiom which came the iberty music of 
hortis and trumpets. There they all landed, and went 
isto the castle, and each prince danced with his 
prineeas ; while the soldier, ^0 was all the while ia- 
vinble, danced with tbetn too ; and when any of du 
princesses had a cup of wine set by her, he drank it 
tSi up, so that when i^e put the cup to ber mouth it 
Was empty. At thU, too, t^e youngest sister was 
te^bly frightened, but the eldest always silenced her. 
They danced on till ätree o'clock in the morning, and 
then all theii' shoes were worn out, so that they wen 
obliged to leave off. The princes rowed them bH;C^ 
again aver tiie lake ; but this time the »Idier placed 
himM^ in the boat with the ddest princesa, andoo 
the opposite shore they took leave of eadi other ; the 
princesses profnising to come again the next nig^t. 

When they came to the stairs, the sedier ran on 
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befoie the prinoMies and laid hömrifdomi; and ai 
the twelve aisten BlfMriy c&me Hp very much tiled, itk^ 
heard him Bcoiing in his bed, sotheyaaid: "Now 
all is qoite safe ;" äien they «utdteBaed tbsnwdvea, 
put away their fine d<ilhee,'{tiiHedQtf thevrfioes and 
wenttobed. In theaMmiiig'lJhetfotdiarBaidaptkHtg 
about what had happened, but determined to Me 
more of this strange adventure, and went again the 
second and third night ; and every thing happened 
just aB before; the princesbes danced each time till 
their shoes were worn to pieces, and tKen returned 
home. However on the third aight, the soldier ear- 
ned away one of the gold cnps as a token of where he 
had been. 

As soon as the time came when he was to de- 
clare the secret, he was taken before the king with the 
three branches, and the golden cup; and the twelve 
l^incesses stood listenii^ behind the door to hear 
what be would say. And when the king asked him, 
" Where'do my twelve daughters dance at night?" 
he answered, " With twelve princes in a castle under 
ground." And then he told the king all that had hap- 
{lened and shewed him the three branches and the 
gcdden cup which he had brought with him. Then 
the king called for the princesses, and asked them 
whether what the soldier said was true : and when 
Üiey saw that they were discovered, and that it was 
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of no use to deny what had happened, they confessed 
it all. And the Idng asked the Midier which of them 
he would choose for his wife ; and he answered, " I 
am not very young, so I think I will have the etdest" 
And they were married that very day, and the eddier 
wa> choMn to be the kin^'a heir. 
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Th£££ was formerly in posBession of the house of 
Oldenbuigh a very richly wrought and ornamented 
drinking honi, which wbb long carefully treasuied up, 
bitt which has at length found its way to Copenhc^en. 
The tradition relating to it runs as follows. About the 
year 990, a certain Count Otto swayed the land. 
Beii^ gready addicted to the chace, and an excellent 
hunter to boot, he set out on the 20th of July, of the 
same year, with a tram of knights and pages for the 
fields and woods; first of all beating up for game in 
those parts called Beraefeuer. Ere long he started a 
fine loe, and keenly following the chace, he distanced , 
all his followers, until from Beraefeuers wood he 
reached the steeps of Ozenberg, and listening in 
vain foi the voice either of the hunters or the hounds, 
found himself shortly after in the midst of the 
sditary mountain. Feeling greatly exhausted atad 
perched with thirst, he cried out ; " Oh blessed Lord, 
what would I give for a good drink of water!" The 
Count had no sooner pronounced these words, and 
ridden down from the Ozenbuigh, than he saw ap- 
proaching him, out of a deep cavern, a beautiful 

* Fiotn Hwninelmiim'» Oldenb. Cbrauk. 1S95. p. 1. c. 10. 
Old. Cbio. parti, c. 3. 
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young woman richly attired, witb fine Hesses sweeping 
down her shoulders and a small gariand upon her 
head. She had besidei a costly silver veisel in the 
fonn of a hunter's hom in her hand, very skilfully- 
wrought and decorated. This she held very carefully, 
and as she approached the Count she held it townds 
him, entreating that he would drink and re&esh hhn' 
sdf. 

Accepting the gold and silver worited hom from 
the hand of the strange maiden, die Connt toA off 
the coyer and examined the contents. Then eiäiei 
the beverage or something which it teemed to contaia 
displeased him'— he drew back and refused to partake 
of it. The young woman lo(Hced at him and said, 
" Pray you drink, my lord, at my risk drink, and fear 
not ; so far from any harm, it will do you much good. 
And not you, great lord, but your whole race wfll fed 
the benefit of it in the encreaaing eitent and pros- 
perity of theh: domains for ages to come." 

Unwilling, however, to lend credit to her words, 
she threatened him with future strife and emmty 
among his-descendants. The Cknmt then mdUnga 
pretence to drink, raised the hom to his Upa, but der- 
terously threw the contents of it ovm his idioulda-, 
except some drops thatfdl upon his chB^er's mane, 
of which the hair instantly fell off, as if plucked ftom 
its roots. Upon observing this mischance, the maiden 
desired the Qount ^to hand hei back the enchanted 
vessel ; but, bearing it in tme hand, the buster had 
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already turned and was spurring at speed down tiie 
moimtain. Casting a. Icwk back, he beheld the maid 
suddenly rs-enter the mount&in, and aäied with fi?eih 
alarm, he redoubled his charger^H speed, uotjl he suc- 
ceeded in rejoining his lost attendants. To them he 
feiotad this strange adreatuie; exhibited the richly 
wnameatted horn, and bore it back with him throu^ 
the gates of Oldenburg^. The same is still preserved, 
widi aQ its former ooady ornaments, thus wonderfully 
acquired, like a precbns heir-loom by his dcscentbnts, 
lo^ handed down t>y each pn^cely generaticu.* 

' Tbe moie giKcefol and lomantic enduotmeaU afciib«il lo 
Oberon'a lunu, in Hdoq de Bordeaux, appeu to poHeai linle in 
cammmi witlk thoM here >p[«riiended bjr tba Count. The tutrj 
baa bam gmatlj ampUGad in. Ilie " WisidvluHVi" and olhei 
VKMOni of th« <Ai tradiiian. The miginal bom ben com- 
SwmoiMod, ii Mid to ban b«en traniferrod {ram the counU of 
OtdeobiiTgh to their Duiigli aacceMOi«, Bod ia »till iheim in the 
MoHnmof Art,'at Copenh^en. Fi|;vues of it «ere giien in 
tlia World, and Slate'i Theatre for 1T49, aod it it awerted in a 
nomber of «orke to bave been no other than a obnstening gift ' 
pMwaued by CbarienmBe to Wittekind. Othera refer it (« 
kiiig CbriitiaB L of D«imark, aad again to bis brother Geiwdw. 
IntbeaecondpaitofM. Naubert's, New Fopiilai German Talea, 
it hai bean worked op into more romantic fomu and greatly 
amplified. (Leiptic 1790.) It ij aljo in the Tatea, part I; 
(KHnacb IT95,) and fbrmi one of the Folkwagen of BoKhing ; 
b«Mdea The Deril'i FesH abow Grognd, 8to. Iiiebaig, 17A1. 
See GoTTKBiLci, Popoltu Tnleij f, 35. 
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THE BROTHERS GRIMM. 



At the court of Bishop Bernard of Hildesbeim so- 
journed a. familiar spirit, who under the pretext of 
being serviceable, appeareif in a menial dress to all 
those vhose conduct he approved. He wore a pecu- 
liar kind of litde hat upon his head, from which he 
also derived his name, which was borrowed for him 
from the lower Saxon idiom H6deken, whenoe HQt- 
chen hj which he is more familiarly known. 

He took great pleasure in conversii^ with and 
obliging people, rather than [^ying them tricks, 
gave them notice of impending dai^r, and helped 
at times to do them a good turn. He was ex- 
tremely sociable, would chat with persons of any 
rank, answering and enquiring in his turn with per- 
fect ease and pntprietj. 

About the same time there resided at the casde 
of Winzenburg, a Count Herman, who was in posses- 
sion of the see as the proprietor of the county. One 
of his domestics happened to have a beautiful wife, 
whom he had long followed and persecuted with his 
addresses, to which, however, she gave no encourage- 
ment. But by diqt of the vilest and most insidious 
arts, he at length succeeded in his attempt, adding 
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noleoce to fraud, at a period when he had despatched 
hei husbaod to a distance. She stifled her com- 
plaint until his return, but then she bunt out into 
the bitterest reproaches mii^led vith tears and In- 
mentations, and denounced the author of her suf- 
ferings with all the threats his conduct merited. Her 
husband believing that such a stain could only be 
wiped out with the lordly criminal's blood, and having 
free admittance into his chamber at all hours, sought 
his opportunity and found it, as the Count lay asleep 
at the side of his consort. He entered the apart- 
ment, charged him with the heinous offence ; and 
when both awakened in' the utmost alarm, and be- 
fore the Count could seize his sword, the injured hus- 
band stabbed him to the heart. Mad at beholding 
this savage deed the Countess in the agony of her 
heart uttered these words : " Thou most treacherous 
villain, thou shalt yet tremble. The child of thy 
master, yet unborn, shall some time repay this blood 
ui>on thee and thine, so that the world shall take a 
terrific warning from thy fate." Scarcely had she 
pronotinced these words, before the ferocious man 
rushing towards her, put her to death upon the spot. 
Count Herman of Winzenburg was the last of 
his family, and the ample territories upon the decease 
of both him and his consort were left without a 
successor. It was on the very morrow after the fatal 
occurrence that the sprite Hütchen made his ap- 
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peanuKe befixe tbe coticb of Bib^ Benuid, and 
amking him nid : " Get up old bald-pate and esJi « 
public meeting of thy own peo|Je ! The vbxAti coantj 
aod the county see a vacant, its rightful lotd. aod 
hein ate murdered, and with a little tniut^, for «it 
thou IskckeBt, thou nay'st easily add them to thine 
own dioceae." Ueanng this, the bishop rcne, caUed 
all his church militaty hasüly together, and taking 
possenion, orecran the whole county in such a maii~ 
ner as to induce the emperor to giunt the holy pee- 
late this addition to his spiritual charge, fetdiog that, 
he had already united the two sees, adding the whole 
of Winzenbu^ to that of Hildenshom. 

There is also another and mrae ancient tradition 
current amraig the people. A certain count of Win- 
zenbui^ had two sons, who bore an unnatural eunuty 
to each other. In order to remore the Cftuse of the 
qaand, oiigioatiitg in isgaid to thftjuheritance, ÜK 
bishop invited them to a festival ai Hildesheim, it 
being undovtood, that iriiichever after ^tek fethei's 
death should be first announced to the bolj [wdbte, 
he was to succeed to the pnqierty. When the old 
count shortly e&a died, his eldest son instaiUly 
mounted hone, and rode hard to visit the bishop ; 
while the younger, having no steed, was at alosawhat 
to do. It was then Hütchen came and addressed him 
thus : " Come, I will assist you I write a letter (o d)e 
bi^<^, and make mention of the sncpession ma your 
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behalf; fttd I will take care thtit it gets to him beCace 
your brothei upon his young Bleed." So he sat down 
to write bw letter, wMch the sprite snatched op and 
canied in all haste over the mountains by a secret 
path, which brought him in half an hour tf> the door 
of the bishop's palace, long before the ai^val of the 
elder brother. In this way the sprite obtained for him 
possession of the p^emal estate, and the path he wei^t 
is extremely difficult to discover, and known to this 
day by Ihe name of Hiktchen's Run-road. 

He QiHitinued' to appear at intervals in the 
bishop's court, . and £requendy gave him warning of 
in^nding dangers and disasters. He also tdd the 
fortunes itf many distinguished lords, and sometimes 
be dbewed himself while be spoke, at others nas tmly 
heard to speak. Yet be always wore his hat so. dose 
oner his eyas, that no one could get a fair view of his 
features. He vas particularly attentive not to let 
tbe city walch £ül asleep upon th^ post, being 
always at bud to remind remiss people of their duty. 
He neser inQioted a»y punishment until he had been 
tatt pcoToked ; but be did not fcHpve those ^u> 
mw^ced him, being certain to repay them with more 
tfaas they biouglrf. He was generally food c^ as- 
sisting the head coolc in the bishop's kitchen, and 
would jest vith him and the other ^^rants. He 
dept upon a large tray in the ce^ar, y/heie there 
is aliU a bfde in which he used .to creep. The do- 
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meatics becoming accustomed to his visitfl, . and-so 
longer holding him in awe, oae of the scullioo bo^ 
had the audacity to mock and irritate him, ventuiii^ 
even to drive him from his haunta by sprinkling water 
and other tricks by no means pleasant to the sprite. 
This so much incensed him, that he requested the 
head cook to chastise the boy, in order to cure him 
of playing off his tricks upon his friend HAtcbeo, or 
that otherwise he must take the law into his own 
bands. But the bishop's head cook only laughed 
and said : " Are you a ghost, and afraid of a scullion 
lad?" To this HAtchen repUed : "As you do .not 
choose to chastise the impertinence of your boy, I will 
shew you whether 1 am afraid of doing it myself;" 
saying which he went away. Not long after as the 
boy was sitting alone in the kitchen', and had fallen 
, asleep afW dinner ; then came the wrathful s[Hite, 
and seizing him by the throat, he worried him in a 
moment He then hacked him into small pieces, 
threw him into a large copper and put it. to boQ 
upon the fire. When the cook returned and dis- 
covered what were the contents of the saucepan, and 
found that the goblin had inflicted this judgment 
upon him by way of retaliaXion, he began to bestow 
his maledictions for the loss of his scidlion, in no 
'very courtly words: ' H'&tchen indignant at the t^ms 
he used, came and dispersed all the kitchen utensib 
in the bishop's kitohen, and what was worse he in- 
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feoted th«m in such a way that they streamed widi 
pmson and blood. And while the cook still persisted 
in his denunciationH of vengeance, jnst as he was 
going through the door from the drawbridge, he 
caught him and plunged him into the precipice 

Having thus manifested a very vindictive dispo- 
sition, it was feared that he might be tempted to set 
the bishop's house on fiie, and both he and his neigh- 
bours were in such alarm Qiat the <iriiole city united 
in aettii^ freah wateh in all parts, and more particu- 
larly over the bishop's castle. For this and other ' 
Teasons the holy prelate sought to rid himself of his 
company, and finally compelled him by dint of 
exorcism to retreat. 

la addition to these, this familiar sprite was con- 
cerned in a variety of other adventures which were 
productive of less mischief than the former. In Hil- 
de^eim dwelt a man who bad a very vain and faith- - 
less lady for his wife. Being once on the eve of 
a journey he said to Hüteben-. " My good friend 
and familiar, may 1 beg you will keep a sharp look 
out while I am away, and see that all goes -right; 
fi»^ I am not quite easy about leaving my wife." 
This HAtchen did, and when the lady, on her hus- 
band's departure, sent to inform one of ber admirers 
of his absence, she found that whenever they began 
: together a little too lively, the sprite 
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interpoMd in the most eSeetual «aimer, ikA only liy 
makii^ a grtat gut-cry, ni£Beieiit to being togetlm 
all the domeatica, but hy beating both tb« pirtiet 
aoiUHÜy, whenew they aou^ to injuie the honor of 
his abaent friend. He appeared in a thowwnd Üueal- 
enii^ formt, and after frightening her lover away, be 
ohued her up- itwn and beiteged her in bei own 
' chavber, when he kept her vntü her fanBband'i le- 
tum; vhen thefiüiiful'guBrdianof hia tmat ventto ' 
meet him full of oongmtnhtioni and joy : " I am ez- 
oeeding^y glad to aee you, in onder to deliver up my 
painful charge ; for I aaauie yon I have had a great 
deal of twuble, it requited my utmost caution to ef- 
iiecit it.** The giateüil huabwid then enquired his 
real name. He replied, " I am HAtcben to «bom 
you enteiuted your «tfe befbi« you left. But I have 
only to beg that you will never saddle me with such 
a laborioH» tHk again. .1 bad rather tend all the 
herds of »wine in all Sazony ; such is the inlMnal 
wickedness, craft and courage that she possesses." 

At «nother tine there happened to be at Hildes- 
beim a certain prelate who had veiy little learning to 
boast. But he had wit enough he thought, with a 
little influrau:e to boot, to secure his dection to a 
stall at a grand assemUy of ecclesiastics, though he 
entertuned s<Kne suspicion that his egregious igno- 
rance would be made known. In this extremity 
H&tchen ctune to his awistance, and presented him 



;.. Google 



with a rJDi^, an enchaated ring which suddenly in- 
c^ired him with all the learning and wisdom of Solo- 
mon himself; insomuch that he was cried up far 
above all other candid^tee, and declaied by the whole 
ecclesiastical assembly, one of the greatest ornaments 
ofdi^ohnrch.* 

" B«Bawad.&om Onl Ntmtwaa. 

Front ilie f UU^miga Hinwdiinan. S9, 50> 

Eium. FnDcüd holl. Fraceiu T9S. T9B. 

TAUU. WeltbeuLi. 1. 134, liS. 

Job. Won de Pmtig. Dnmon. c SS. DevUcbe Uebets. 

HspfMl. KelM. Coin. «. S«$^aaiiiM. 
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Tbeke are a number of traditioDS respecting this 
EmpeiOT much in vogue. AH of these a^ree in one 
point, that though he flourished so many ages ago, 
he is by no means dead. He b permitted to live 
until the last day, so as to combine the two worlds 
into one, and no sovereign ruler, more just than he, 
will ever sit upon the imperial throne. ' Until that 
period he sits quietly to the Kyffhausen mountain ; 
and when he again shall appear, he is to hang his 
shield upon an old withered tree, which will then re- 
new Its pristine streich and greenness. Occasionally 
he will still converse with his people, who happen to 
visit his mountain, and when much pleased be will 
appear in person. But in general he like to sits upon 
a bench round the old stone round taUe, resting his 
head upon his hand, while he sleeps ; and when half 
awake, he very oilen nods and winks with his eyes. 
His beard is grown prodigiously long. According to 
some it has even grown through the round table, anid 
if we are to believe others, only round it ; being' un- 
derstood that it is to reach three times about, before 
he be awakened, while as yet it will only go tvrice 
round. 
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About the year 1669 ; a peasant from the 'rill^;e 
of Reblingen was carrying a bag of corn to Nord- 
liausen, when a little mannikin appeared, and guided 
him on his way, insisting that he would also oblige 
him by shedding all his com, and filling the bag 
with gold. This lucky boor, caught a plain view of 
the Emperor as he sat there, quite motionless. 

Another dwarf guided a shepherd into the same 
mountain, when the Emperor Frederick rising up 
enquired : " Do the ravens continue to fly about the 
hills 7" and being answered in the affirmative, be ob- 
served, "Then I have to sleep yet a hundred years."* 

' * The foUawiog aalhoiities and Tarioos venioiu of (he same 
Uadiüon are pieGzed to the above singalu spacimen of German 
b«rt)ic tniditian b; tbe coUectora and lelätera— the Brotbecg 
GrinUD» 

Agricola Spnlchwort. 1710. ,• 

Melipantes Oiopr. 6. Kyffhaiuea. 

T«Diel MODtul. Unter. 1689. c. Tl». TSO. 

PrStoiiaa Alectrjomanti*. p. 69. 

Desaen Weltbeschi. I. 306-T, 

There are a number of oürn traditiona relating to the ccle- ■ 
brated Frederick Bacbaroisa, all of which agree in conlerring 
apon him the bleuing of lubtenaneoua longeiit;, though he oc- 
cnpiea hia time somewhat more quietly than he did abore 
groond. — £dh. 
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Veov the heaths, ia lonel; woods, or any daric se- 
cluded spots, there dwell in aubteiraueous abodes, a 
race of nunnildiis, with their little wives who take 
gieat delight in lying upon the soft greea moss ^i^ 
even furay themselKes in the same so^ «nd wtgm 
mateäaL This mode of life is so wall luiown ^ te 
imluce mechanics and in pacticular tumqrs, to take 
their likenesses, aa we see, and offer them to sale. 
Nwv.the 'Wild Uiut» is the particular and dreaded 
foe of diese hftppy little moss-pet^e, and very ofioi 
haunts the vicinity of their residence, when the iidia- 
. bitants may be heard consulting and speaking with 
each other; for the Wild Hunter in general succeeds 
in catching one ot the hindvort in the chase, and his 
companions endure the hmrgr t^ hearing his bones go 
ciickle crackle t 

There was once a rustic who dwelt near Saalfeld, 
on his way to the mountain to gather wood, about 
the time when the Wild Hunter had taken the field. 
Though he was not then visible, he heard the on- 
shout and the hollow cry of his daga, sometimes afar 
off, and sometimes nearer. A sudden sympathy with 
the sport inspired the honest boor, and as if (a uige 
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him forward, he joined in the cry, like a hunter bold, 
for he had just tben finished his^dfi^s wodc, and was 
wending his way home. Early the next moming as^ 
he was gomg to the stable, he fonnd hanging before 
the do« a foie-qnaitei of one of the little gieeu-moes 
ladies, oSeied doubtless as his share of the quany fbr 
joiaing his voice to the ^>orL In great alarm the pe« 
rustic ran off to the osarsear of Watzdorf, and re- 
lated what had h^q)«ied to him ; and the oversoer 
admsed him by no means to think of accepting oi 
even touching the present, if he wished to remain in 
a wliole skin. He added that it was a lure which if 
he caught at, the Wild Hunter would instantly at- 
tack him ; but that he must let it hapg just as it was. 
This the man did ; and the quany soon disappeued 
just as suddenly and secretly as it had been brought ; 
nor did the lucky boor experienee the least inju^/ 

■ Piitoiiiu WellbeKhsi, I. SSS. baiRxred from on] tradi- 
tktu in tha Sulfeld dutricM.— Bbotbehi Gkiuu. 
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Tbere were ooce two fdlow students of Rinteln, 
taking a little taur tc^ther on foot. They intended 
to pass that night in a pretty Tillage, not a. great way 
off, but as a heavy rain came on and the night ap- 
peared to be setting in earlier than usual, they deter- 
mined to proceed no iurthet; observing that the 
nearest place of ahelter was a mill, not many fields 
Anm the place where they stood, they ran across to 
the mill-honse, and, knocldng pretty sharply, begged 
to know if Üiey could obtain a night*B lodging. At 
first the miller would hear nothing of it, until their 
earnest entreaties at; length began to prevail, — he he- 
sitated — they preferred their prayer still more ur- 
gently — they heard him coining down staire, and 
taking admittance for granted, they thanked him very 
^ndly, and then he could not refuse. He led them 
into a little rocon ; where they saw U tankard «nd a 
di^ of meat, of which, being extremely hungry, they 
requested bis permission to pay for, and then to par- 
take. But this the miller refused, saying tliat they 
were welcome to lie down upon the hard bench, but 
not to break his bread. " For this dish of meat, and 
this drink," said he, " belong to the house-gobbn, 
and if you value your lives more than a single Qual, 
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you will have wit to let it alone. In this case you 
have nothing to fear ; and if he Bhould happen to be 
a little noisy oi so in the night, you have only to lie 
quiet and go to sleep." With these words he left 
them and shut the door fast behind him. 

Though not quite relishing this Reception the two 
students threw themselves down upon the bench to 
try to sleep. But in something better than an hour 
the pangs of hunger assailed one of them so sharply, 
that he rose forthwith and sou^t for the dish. ' The 
other, being a master of arts, warned him to let the 
devil alone, and leave him what belonged to bim, to 
which (the other only replied, that he had a better 
right to it than the devil, for he was sure that he 
could not be as hungry as he was ; and he sat down 
to the table, and eat to his heart's' content. He left 
very few of the devil's vegetables ; and then he- seized 
the tankard, and having taken a good draught or two, 
he felt better, and laid himself down again very quiet- 
ly to sleep. Yet feeling thirsty once more, he paid 
his compliments a second time to the tankard with 
such effect, as to leave the house-gobhn very httle 

' besides the dregs : then pronouncing himself a lucky 
fellow, and blessing his stars, be lay down and fell 

' fast asleep. All went on well and remained perfectly 
quiet till midnight. But hardly had twelve time to 
strike, before in came the goblin to supper with such 
hideous haste and racket as to waken both the' 
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afir^1it£d students at die ncnse. He buBÜed round 
the room once or tiHce, and then sat down as if to 
partake dT his meal— for he dapped a chairto thettOile 
and they hfeardltua pull the dkhtowaide tiitn ;'(tind 
what were then the feelingB of the gnSty StUÖ^'I) 
he pushed it from him, aB if by no meau pleased, 
and seizing the tankard swcdlowed only the dregs, 
and very quickly threw it dttWn upon the tahl^. 
He ne*t began his house-ialrars ; niliJbea tiie table, 
and the feet of it very carefiiHy, and afterwards swept 
Öie floor with somethmg Itke a broom dlofer. ÄaV- 
ing'finished, he applied to the dish and tankaid ai 
before, to see if'they were replenished; but agfiln he 
flang'Aem down. Yet slül he persevered in' his la- 
bors, came to the Students' heoch ; rubtic^i poUsUed 
and dusted aa'be went along, iiUhe came to the [dace 
iriiere they lay. He passed over them, and Went <mi, 
but took the space that lay between theirfert; beläw, 
in bis way. Having finished, he went over' the bench 
a second time, leavii^ Uie students as beftve ; tifi he 
came a Üiird thne, and stroked the one who had not 
meddled with Ws -supper, very kindly over the head 
»nd body, without doing him any mjnry. Bltt he 
seized his companion by the legs, pidled ' him off lue 
bench, knocked him once or twice upon tb6 ground, 
and-then with a loud laugh, he ran behhid the stove, 
while ale poar student crept back to his [Aacenpc«! 
. äie bench. In a i^uaiter «f xm faonr, the goUto r^ 
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sumed hia labors, exactly in the same maoner, nol 
forgetting to inflict vengeance a seconiT time, which 
every now anä then he renewed. 

The students at lengtii quitted the bench, stood 
up, and finding their way to the door, they set up a 
loud cry for help, «4iieh, however, brought no otfdlO 
their assistance. A« a lastKeaource they threw tfaem- 
aelves flat uptm their feces on the ground, yet their 
fämiüar spirit would not let th^n' rest. He repeated' 
the same game over again, kiddng the greedy 
student from one fdeice to another, and langfan^. 
heaitfly at the sport. Incensed at bemg thus insult- 
if^^ treaded, without baviug a moment's peace, after 
recening ahaiderlddc than he «ell liked, the student 
dr«^ his sword, asd made some de^Ktiat» itabt aU 
round the comets of- the room ; faUowing the roice 
of the kaghing spirit, with the dUdliest'>ÜireatB afld' 
challengiog him to stand out. 

Almost exhausted he then sat do*rti. again 'iqxm 
ate bench, to lie in wait for his enemy, but tfae -voice 
all at once ceased, nor was it again reneaaed: 

In the morning when tiie miller leamed dittt' his 
advice bad not been attended to, and that they had 
made tree with the proviäions, be declared tbat it'iraa 
quite a providential thing th^ he had found tbem 
boöi ahve." 

■ ValTiMOT Ehre von I^ain. b. 3. cap. 18. p. 4S9-11> Abo 
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Upon the Gebsenberi^ (Goatmountain) in West- 
phalia, there may BtUl be traced the walls of a castle, 
the ancient haunt of robben. They took theii 
nocturnal rounds, and made depredations upon the 
com and cattle, vhich they brought into their own 
court and afterwards sold to more distant villagen. 
The last robber-chief who held away there is said to 
have been Johan Höbner. He wore an iron shiit,' 
and was clothed in mail from head to foot. More 
powerful than tiny man of his age, he became the 
terror of the sunounding country. He had only one 
eye, bis beard and hair black and bushy, tmd his 
whole features of a terrific cast. The place is s^ 
■hewn, exhibiting the comer of a lai^ hall, of which 
a broken window yet remains, where he held his 
revels with his companions. 

Though he had only one, his eye was upon e?eiy 
spot throughout the land, and whenever he saw t 
strange knight, he cried, " Helohl there spurs a 
knightl a noble beasti heloh!" His followers were 
then on the watch, and when he drew nearer, they 
stopped and despatched him, and led his horse to their 
captain. Now there was a certam prmce of Dillen- 
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burg called the black ChriBtiao, a very stout knight, 
who heard a good deal of Höboer's proceedings, for 
his boors were all loud in their complaiiits . against 
him. This same black Christiaii happened to have a 
very shrewd squire of the name of Hans Flick, whom 
be resolved to despatch over the whole disbict in . 
pursuit of Johan Höbner. The prince in the mean 
while, remained with his knights in ambuscades, 
about Giller, whither his tenants sent him provisions — 
bread, and butter, and cheese. Hanü not . being 
personally acquainted with Johan HAbner, beat up all 
quarters in the land, and enquired of all he met for 
some tidings of him. At length he came to a smithy 
where all hands were busy shoeing horses, besides a 
vast number of waggon wheels that stood round, and ' 
seemed to be in want of the blacksmith's finishing 

Leaning with his back against one of these was a 
mas blind of an eye, and with an. iron jerkin on his 
shoulders. Hans Flick directly made up to him and 
said, " God save thee, thou iron, jerkined. jockey, 
with only one eye ! is not thy name Johan Hühner 
from Geissenbei^ ?" " Johan Hübner 1" replied the 
other, " why, Johan Höbner lies stretched upon the 
wheel 1" which Hans directly took to allude to the in- 
fliction of his sentence — that of torture. " Was . 
that lately?" he added to Höbner; " Yes! to-day for 
the first time," was the reply. Hans Flick, however, 

VOL. II. N 
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ma not half saäsfied, and kept his eye upon the man 
apoQ the wheel, aa he had liter^y repreBented 
himBelf. The man soon took occasion to say in a 
low lone to the smith that he would have his hone 
shod with his shoes reversed, foremost end behind ; 
for it would be best. This the smith did, and Johan 
Hübner rode away, observing to Hans as he went : 
" God save you, ray brave boy 1 tell thy master that 
he should send old Faust aAer me, but no peo[de 
who come lousing' behind one's ear like thee t" Hans 
Flick stood still a m<Hnent and watched which way he 
Tode over field waA field into the wood, and away he 
rode after him to mark where the fox took to cover. 
When out of sight he took to his horse's track; but 
here he was soon at fault for Hübner led him such a 
very round about and unsatisfactory chace, that shortly 
he was at a dead loss, as wherever he had gone 
forward there Hans was sure to turn back, not being 
in the secret of the shoes. 

At last, however, one moonlight night Hans fell in 
with him in another place, where he was repoui^ on 
the heath with his followers, employed in watching 
stolen cattle in the wood. He directly hastened to 
acquaint Prince Christian, the .black knight, with this 
discovery, whoset out with bis squires, travelling with 
speed night and morning, every rider having first 
bound his horse s shoes with moss. In this way they 
came close upon tbe robbers, sprang into the midst of 
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them, and a fierce encoimter ensued. The, Mack 
Christian tmd Häbner met, and they laid hard and 
heavy hand upon each other'a iron hehns and jerkinB. 
Loud was the clang and fast flowed the blood, untQ 
fortune decided egtunst Johan Häbner who lay dead 
under the black knight's feet, who then rode to take 
possession of bis castk upon the Geissenberg. 

They buried Hübner in a comer, and the prince 
having placed a vast pile of wood round the tower 
contrived to buiy it also in ruins along with its 
master. The huge tower fell in the evening just as 
the villagers were miUring their kine, and the whole 
suiTounding district trembled at the fall. Many of 
the stones are yet to be seen lyii^ at the foot of the 
mountain. And Johan Hftbnei is even now said 
oflen to appear about midnight, being known by his 
blind eye, and seated on a coal black steed which he 
ndes np and down äie rampEut.* 

• Stilliiig'B life. L.51,54.-G«iii>i. 
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It is rdated bj Martin Luther, that a certain noUe- 
man had once a young and beautiful wife, whom he 
had the misfortune to lose, and he buried her. A 
short time afterwards, as the baron and his page 
were sleeping in the same chamber, there came 
during the night the spirit of his deceased lady, and 
leaned over her lord's bed as if she were in the act 
of conversing with him. This was witnessed only by 
the page, who saw her also come a second time, 
and then, uuaMe to di^^se his fears, he enquired 
of his master, what was the reason of a woman's 
figare, arrayed in white garments appearing every 
night at his bed-side. His lord repUed by saying 
that he was in the habit of sleeping aU night long> 
and that he had seen nothing. But on the ensuing 
night he kept himself awake, as well as his page, 
and behold ! his deceased wife made her E^pearance. 
Her lord enquired who she was, and what it was she 
wanted. She said she was his own wife, his faithful 
housewife. He then enquired " Are you not now 
dead and buried V She answered, " Yes I it was 
on account of your curse, and your many sins that 
I died, and was compelled to die ; but if you be 
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sincere in your wish to have roe restored to you, 1 
may ag^ become your faithful housewife." Her 
husband answered that he should be content pro- 
vided she could do so. She then exfdained to him 
and forewarned hiqi that he roust not curse as he 
had before done, for that then she should again be 
doomed to die. He promised that he would not ; 
and she was restored to his aims as formerly, 
managed his house, eat and drank at his table, and 
bore him «everal children. 

Aft^warda it happened that her husband was 
one day entertaining a few guests, and having 
supped, be requested his wife to brii^ some ex- 
cellent gingerbread they had from a little chest in 
another room. It vas some time before she re- 
turned, when hei hiuband becoming impatient, 
uttered the fatal curse and she disappeared in a 
moment. Thinking she had gone out again, he 
went and sought for ber in h» chamber, but she 
was not there. Thoe indeed he foUnd part of the 
dress she had on : the other part had disappeared, 
a smaU poition only being met with in the chest over 
which she bad been leaning, but his wife was no 
where to be found, and wae never again seen.* 

* Luthei'i TiKb. Reden. 
PiJCoriu« WeltbeKlu. I. 35-7-8. 
Wendimmnl. t. SI t. n. SM. 
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THEKKweie two loren, both nobly bom wad beati- 
tifu), and pasiionately attached to each other; 
bat they were unable to obtain the coment of the 
young lady's step-mothei to their uoim, whose in- 
Auoice was all powerfid, whidi was the source of 
the deepest affliction to boäi. Now it happened 
that there was an old spae-wife who had access to 
the house, and soon perceiving thecauae of the lsdy*B 
sorrow, she accosted her thns : " Be comforted, fair 
girl, for what you have moat at heart will yet be 
brou^t to pass t" Happy at hfaring these words, so 
bcAdly said, the lady enquired how she could aunre 
her of that. " Why, young woman," returned the 
old lady, " that is a ^ft, the gift of heaven, to see 
into future things, so that youi destmy can no mme 
be hidden irom me than many other afiaiis. To 
convince yon, I will not only tell, but I will shew you 
every thii^ so cleady in a ^asa that you will have 
reason to praise my art Yet wCimust choose a 
time when yoor parents are from home, and then 
yon shall see a wonder." 

The young lady waited somewhat impatiently 
until her parents went on a visit to a coaDtJ7 seat. 
She then went direcüy to her toithet's tntor, said 
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she was going to have faer fortune told, and re- . 
quested him to accompany her, and stand by while 
she looked into the fatal glass. At firat he tried to 
dissuade her, on the ground of its unlawftdnesa, and 
mischteroua tendency, such enquiries being frequently 
followed by very bad efiects. Hb dissuasions, how- 
ever, were in vain; she remained firm in her resolu- 
tioB, and by her earnest prayers even prevailed upon 
him to attend her. When they entered into the 
place, they found the the old hag busily engaged in 
takiB^ out bei cotajuiing appaiatau, and preparing 
tor her incantatioDs. She seemed to dislike the ap- 
pearance of a second person; and easily saw the 
slight estimation in which she was held by tbfe lady's 
friend. Upon this she diB[dftyed a large blue silk 
kerchief, covered with %ures of dragons, snakes, 
and other monsters, which she spread over the 
table, and upon it placed a green glazed shawl. She 
next brought a gold silk cloth, and finally upon this 
die laid a pretty large chiystal g^obe, but concealed 
under a fine white silk covering. Then while making 
the strangest evolutions in the worid, she murmured 
forth some unintelligiUe words ; and this being dona 
with a singular expression of awe, she approached 

the chrystal globe, took it fearfully in her hands, and 
beckomi^ the lady and her conductor to the vnndow 
vrbere she stood, she pomted ominously to the 

prospect beyond. 
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At first they could see nothing, but gradually 
there appeared, as if rismg; out of the globe, the form 
of a lady airayed in a rich bndal'dresa. Yet noUe 
as her features were, they had a shade of deep 
anstety and sorrow : her complexion was deadly pale, 
Buch as no eye could rest upon without the spectator 
feeling a strong emotion of pity. The young lady be- 
held her own likeness and shrieked with terror; for it 
grew larger and lai^er, as her lover approached her 
froro the opposite side ;' not the noble and attractive 
being she had beheld, but with fierce and enraged 
aspect, calculated only to inspire dread. He ap- 
peared ELS if come from a. sudden journey, both booted 
and spurred, and wore a grey mantle with gold clasps. 
He bore two newly furbiahed pistols in his belt ; one 
of which he seized and pointed at his heart, the 
other was directed at the lady's forehead. The spec- 
tators, though scarcely able to sustun the sight, saw 
ftirther ; he snapped the pistol held to the lady's 
temples, and they heard a low and plaintive echo in 
the distance. Such was the horror they then endured, 
that they stood riveted to the spot ; until recovering 
a little, with weak and trembling steps they left the 
old hag's apartment who appeared almost as much 
■ terrified as themselves. 

In fact, she had not herself foreseen the full ex- 
tent of the impending evils to ensue. Dreading the 
consequences, she hastily packed up- the f^tal instni- 
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menta of her art, disappeared, and waa no longer 
heard of. ' Yet disastrous as such a destiny appeared, 
it was unable to extioguish the passion felt by the 
young lady for the object of her choice- Love was 
stronger than death, and her sole safety lay in the 
determination of her parents to reiuse their sanction 
to the marriage. Yet strange, she now more than 
ever sought to obtain it, not only by tears and en- 
treaties, but by the most resolute threats and denun- 
ciations, if it were longer withheld. These, however,- 
were met by still more determined and effectual 
measures, and her step-mother at length succeeded in 
comp^ing her to yield her hand to a ceitain court 
fovourite who resided near and had long solicited 
her love. The day was fixed, and her sufferings were 
now truly pitiable, while the despair of her refused 
lover was equal to her own. 

Her nuptials were to be celebrated in the most 
s[dendid style — a throng of noble and fashionable 
persons^ not excepting [sinces, graced the occasion. 
The bride was conducted in the princess's own' carri- 
a^ with six horses, attended by her nearest relatives, * 
and by knights and outriders, followed by a grand 
procession. The rejected lover was not ignorant of 
these proceedings, and with the madness of despair, 
he swore never' to leave her alive in the arms of his 
rival. He procured a pair of the best pistols, in- 
tending first to kill the bride, and with the second to 
N 5 
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■boot himself. The jdace where he to^ his station 
WM ooly about tea or twelve yards (torn the path by 
which tbe bride would hare to pass ia going to the 
cbiBch, whence he cotild perceive eveij thing that 
pasBcd. He watched the gorgeous tuiay of carriages 
and rider», attended by an immmse procession <^' 
peojde, approach nearer and, nearer, seized his op- 
portunity, and pushing hia nray as close to the facide's 
vehicle as posaiUe, fired into it. But the shot passed 
too soon to reach its oig^i '"^ ^7 caught tbe 
head dress of another noble lady who was leaning for- 
ward. The latter fallii^ into a swoon, tbe criminal, 
while they were occupied with her, succeeded in 
making his etcape tb'roogh a bach door of the boose, 
from which he issued; wh3e all hastened to afiwd 
assistance to the wounded lady. He next swam over 
a small river which obstructed his way, and eluded all 
pursuit. 

Tbe affii^ted bride having somewhat recovered 
tbe shock, tbe procession was ordered to move cnt, 
and tbe nuptial cecemony wu solemnized in all due 
.form. But her heart was ill at rest, her thon^ts 
wandered back to tbe images teea in the chrystal 
globe, and the dreaded result stood fresh im^ssed 
upon her mind. Her hatefid destiny too was befcve her ; 
her marriage, indeed, proved unfortunate, for her con- 
sort was a haisb narrow-minded man, who treated 
her extremely iU. Yet reugning herself to her f^te, 
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she ever ledacbaste and virtuous life; preseated him 
-with one lovely child, on which she lavished her ten- 
derest care ; but she did not long survive* 

■ Job. Riiit ZeitfecikuiiQiig, c 355. fol. Eiaan. Fnncuci 
SUsn Spig«I, pp. 6*. fol. Bnimer'* CorioiitMai, c.7S. SO, 
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It happened id the MaHi, that a certain soldier 
having a sum of money by him, entnisted it to the 
care of hiit host. When leanng his house he re- 
quested to have it retumed, but the landlord then 
denied having received any snc^ money. The soldier 
justly incensed, used many bold oaths, and set the 
house in a storm, while the other contented himgelf 
with sending for Üie police, and threatened to have 
him well chastised for disturbing the peace and ' 
credit of his house. Here was a fine opportunity, 
and the devil visited the stddier in his prison, and 
said to him : " To-morrow they will take you -before 
the judge, and they will undoubtedly have your head 
for defamation of the host, and assaiüting him as you 
did, breaking the peace, and hurting the credit of his 
house. In this dilemma, if you will consent to be mine, 
bodyandsoul,! wiUreacueyoufromdanger." Butthe 
soldier would not consent. " Then," said the devil, 
"do this: when you shall be brought up for trial, 
and they begin to press you hard, and call upon you 
to defend yourself, give out that you are no speaker, 
say not a wend, and they vrill grant you a pleader to 
state your case. Then look found and you wiH see 
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me standing iir a blue bonnet and white feather, and 
1 will manage the affwr," Now all this occurred, 
and when the landlord stoutly denied the soldier's 
accusalion before all the court, his counsel in the Uue 
bonnet stepped forth ; " My good Host," he cried, 
" how can you stick to that lie 1 the money is now 
lying under the bolster of your bed. Let the judge 
and sheri^ order search to be made, and they will 
even find it to be so." 

Then the landloid swore an oath and exclaimed : 
" If I ever meddled with the money may the devil 
carry me jn a whirlwind away!" But soon when the 
money was found and brought into court, the counsel 
with blue bonnet and white feather, said : " I knew 
well enough I should have one of them ; either the 
host or his guest," with which words he twisted the 
landlord's neck out, and disappeared with him 
through the air.* 

* D. Meogering, Soldaten Teufel, cap. 6. c> 198. 
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WHEirxTEa, in old thnea, a reveread casoa of Lü- 
beck waa about to exchange worlds, satiate«! with the. 
good things of this, he was sure Üiat morning of find- 
iag a white rose under the cusbioa of his chair in the 
choir. Heoce it was very naturidly the practice of 
the said ecdesiastic, to turn it over, the first thing, 
be did, to see whether this grave symbol of his de- 
pratnre was lying there cr not in the nH»iung. ' 

Now it so happened that one of these coaon» 
named Rebundns, tursing orer the cushion of his 
chair, was shoclced to behcM the fatal s^;nttl — it was 
worse than a bed of thwns, and instead of sitting 
down upon it, he took the rose and dexterously stock 
it under the cushion of a brother canon, who, how- 
ever, had already satisfied hitnsdf that it was not 
under his chair. Rebundus then enquired with a care- 
less air, whether he had looked under bis chair: to 
which the other replied that he had. But continued 
Rebundus, " Are you sure you have examined it well, 
for if I am not deceived, there is something white 
just appearing under where you ait !" Upon this the 
other canon threw up bis cushion to convince him he 
he was wrong, when there lay the rose. Yet he 
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stoutly maiAtained that it coirid not belong to him, 
for just hdoK he had looked sharp enough to hare 
found it if it had beeethwe. Saying thin, he took 
and stuck it again ukder Rebundua's coshion, but he 
swore TChemently that he tnd no right to it; he 
would have nothing to do with it, and threw it back> 
In this way Intterly revihng each other, it passed from 
hand to band. Iliey were waxing still more wioth, 
as the chapter bell rung for matias ; while Rebun- 
dus still continued to assererate in the strongest 
manner that the rose was none of his. Exasperated 
beyond all patience, the other cried oat : " Mi^ the 
Iiord in Heaven grant that he who is in the wrong 
may from this time forth himself be made the signal 
instead of this rose, and ^ake such a clatter in his - 
glare to the very last day, that our caoona may al- 
ways know when they are going to die !" 

fiat Rebundus considering all this ai mere rant, 
said in a laughii^ tone : " Be it so ! Amen, Amen I* 
Rebnndus, however, was the next canon that died ; 
and sure enough, before another followed, a terriUe 
noise and knocking was beard, and repeated as often 
as a canon died. " Rebnmdus is beginning to be 
very restless," was the usual saying when one of 
them was taken very ill ; " we shall lose our good 
canon — — !" For it was no slight noise he made ; he 
gave three resouoding stroke? upon the topofhislong, 
broad grave stone, about as loud as a thunder bolt or 
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half a dozen waggons discharging coal. At the thiid 
stroke a loud echo sounds through the vault, aloii| 
the aisles and the whole of the church, bo as to be 
heard even into the adjoining houses. 

One Sunday morning duiing service, he made so 
terrible a. clatter, as fairly to shake the iron railing 
over the vault almost into pieces, just as if it had 
been shivered by a thunder bolt. This made a stroi^ 
impression upon the congregation, and at the thiid 
stroke all the people began to run out of the cbuich, 
imagining that it was about to fall upon their heads. 
The preacher however, exhorted them to keep theit 
ground, for that there was no cause for fear, if thej 
would only stand firm and join in prayer ; it being 
merely a bad spirit at work with the devil's hammer, 
OS a Sunday, in this way it was intended to dis- 
turb the solemnity in which they were engaged ; but 
it was the more necessary to despise so weak an at- 
tempt and strengthen t^eir faith. 

In a few weeks, however, from this time, diedlhe 
good deacon's son, for Rebundns was in the babtt 
of knocking also, when any of the good ecclesiastic's 
relations were about to exchange worlds.* 

* FnedHeb'i Medulla Theologica. 

EnwD. Fnucuci boll. ProMiu, 105T, 106S, also äom onü 

traditüm. 
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A CERTAIN landlord, resident in a stately city, hap- 
pened to be tra«llmg in company with two wine 
merchants over the vine mountaias; where they had 
been purchasing' a stock of wine, towards home. 
Their way lay by some gibbets where three unlucky 
wights were hanging who had been executed many 
years ago. Then one of the merchants observed: 
' " 'Hiou vulain Host, these three companions of 
thme, banging here, have often been thy guests!" 
" Ho, ho!" cried the host, as if greatly offended, 
_" you are mighty merry ; but I think they will haidly 
have the pleasure of supping with me to night 1" 
What came to pass ! When our good Host arrived, 
and was helped Irom his hoise, he went and sat down 
in the bar, yet he was evidently very uneasy — he 
went to his own room — grew worse, but was unable to 
call. Just then in stepped the boy for the boots, and 
found his master sitting half dead upon a chair. He 
called for assistance, and when his wife had suc- 
ceeded in recovering him a little by dint of strong 
salts and pinches, she enquired what was the matter 
with him? He then acquainted her that during his 
ride, he had in sport mvited the three felons in chains 
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to sup with him, and that on going into his room he 
had found them seated, and they came up to sh^e 
hands with him, just as he had before seen them sus- 
pended aloft. " They sat down to table, and winked 
to me that I should join them; but when Boots just 
now came in they all three vanished." The whcde of 
this was thought to be the effect of an intoxictUed 
>inagiaatioil, which had cast a retrospective eye ovet 
his sins, and conjured up the forms he saw. He con- 
vinced people, however, that it was no such thing, by 
taking to his bed, and dying three days aftowaids. 
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The Emperor Chariee going upon a campaign, was 
compelled to leave the side of his beautiful bride Hil- 
, degard, vho remained behind at his palace. During 
his absence, his step brother, named Taland, attempted 
to sednce the affections of his lovely consort ; but aS 
virtuous as she vas beautiful, she resisted all his arts, 
resolving that she would rather die than submit to stain 
the honour of her absent lord. But being unprotected, 
she feigned to listen to his wishes, declaring that when 
he could present her with a more elegant apartment 
than that she now occn^ued, he should take her 
there. Taland instantly, gave orders for the com- 
pletion of a beautiful and richly-decorated bridal 
chamber with three grand doors, well secured, and 
. one day invited the fair que^n to accompany him .to 
see it. Hildegard affected to obey him, and follow- 
ing him to the spot, she requested him to shew her 
the way and enter firat. He sprang forward with a 
gratified and respectful air; and the next moment 
the door closed behind him, fast locked and bolted, 
without the lovely queen. " Here," she cried, " you 
are my {Hisoiter until my husband's return ;" and the 
queen then went away. And there, sure enough, 
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ehe kept the gallant gentleman until the emperoi re- 
turned from his victorious campaign over the Sazoiu; 
and then, for the first time, taJdiig pity upon him, 
she listened to his sighs and prayers, believing that 
she had now inflicted sufficient punishment on his . 
folly, and ordered him to be released. 

When he first came to pay his respects to the 
emperor, the latter enquired, what made him look 
BO very pale and thin. " The cause," replied the 
wily Taland, "■ is in the wicked and abandoned con- 
duct oir her you call your queen. When she found 
that I was inclined to keep too watchful an eye om 
her during your absence, and that she could gire 
loose to no excesses or extravag&nces, she had a new 
building erected for the purpose of confining me.'' 
'Beholding his emaciated form the emperor gave 
credit to his words, and incensed at the imagmaiy 
wickedness and hypocrisy of his queen, he secretly 
commanded some of his attendants to throw her iolo 
the sea. But the queen had time to make her 
escape and concealed herself in the house ofonec^h« 
Iriends. Being discovered, however, the king gan 
fresh orders for her death. For this purpose she ms 
■ conducted into a wood ; but she encountered on the 
way a certain noble belonging to the family of Fre«- 
denbuigh, who was- then hastening with a message 
from the Countess Adelgund to her sister Hildegari 

Learning the extreme peril in which she was, be 
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fesGued ber from the hands of ber vile attendants, 
aad gare them one of bis hounds, wbicb they killed, 
and exhibited its blood to the emperor as a proof 
of their fidelity to his orders. 

Queen Hildegard having been thus fortunately 
rescued, joined the company of a noble lady whose 
name was Rosina von Bodmer, on her way to Rome. , 
Soon. she obtained great reputation for her skill jn 
medicine, an art she had exercised during her whole 
life. In the mean while heaven struck the impious 
Taland with sudden blindness and leprosy. No one 
could afibrd him any rehef, till at length he heard 
that there then resided a celebrated doctoress at Rome 
who cured all kind of intirmities. As the emperor 
happened to be journeying towards Rome Taland 
jojned his train, and on his arrival visited the cele- 
brated lady: acquainted hei with his name, and 
entreated her to try her best skill for his restoration to 
health, pe had no suspicion that the lady he was 
then addressing was the much-injured queen. The 
latter declared that be must apply to the priest for re- 
lief, confess his sins and repent; and that then pro- 
bably she could afford him the assistance be desired. 
Taland went to confession, and again returned to the 
lady, no other than the queen, who restored him to 
perfect health. Both the Pope and the king were 
greatly astonished at this proof of ber art, and ordered 
fier to be introdaced into their presence. She ex- 
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cased' faereelf by saying that the day foUowii^ she 
was eDgaged to attend the church of St. Peter's. 
Thithei too they vent, and it was then that she made 
herself known to them, -and related the whole of her 
wonderful adventures, and how she had been be> 
trayed, all which the king Ustened to and acknow- 
leged with feehnga of h^h gratification. He re- 
ceived her with joy, and restored her to her former 
rank and place in his afiections, while he adjodged the 
false Taland to death. The queen, however, so 
strongly interceded ' in his behfdf, that his life was 
granted, though he sunk into the utmost oontaopt 
and hluniliatioD*. 

* AtouÜQs CimpidonenBAfl. 
Nie. Frischini Comnunlia. HUdegaidii Hagn». 
Das Alt Gedicht descenüa. 
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There once lived yeaiB ago, a man known only by 
the name of the Arch Rogue. By dint of skill (d 
the black art and all arts of imposition, he drove a 
more flourishing trade than all the rest of the sor- 
cerers of his age. It was his delight to travel from 
one country to another merely to play upon man- 
kind, and no living soul was secure, either in house 
01 field, nor could properly call them his own. 

Now his great reputation for these speedy methods 
of possessing himself of others' property excited the 
envy of a certain king of a certain country, who con- 
ud^ed them as no less than an invasion of his royal 
prerc^tive. He could not sleep a wink, and he 
despatched iroopa of soldiers, one after another, with 
alrict orders to arrest him ; hut all tJieir researches 
had been in vain. At length after long meditation 
the king said to himself: " Only wait a little, thou 
villain cut-purse; and yet I will have thee!" So 
forthwith he issued a manifesto that the royal mercy 

* Tb« above ü the sathot'a aasomed name. His woik U 
entitled Gemjan Tiaditiani and Talcs, with apecimeni of 
those of other nalioas, Leipaic. 1B2U. A numbei of hii iatn- 
national campMieonBiutdillustratioiuarecuiioiui bat too much 
at lengtb, in the stjle of diesertaticiaB, to admit of inMitioiL beie. 
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would be extended to bo light'fingered a genius, upon 
condition that be consented to appear at court, and 
give specimens of his dexterity for his majesty's 



One afternoon as the king was standing at his 
royal window, commanding a fine prospect of woods 
and dales, over which a tempest appeared to be just 
then gathering ; some one suddenly clapped him upon 
the shoulder, and on looking round, he saw a very 
tall, stont, dark-whiskered man close behind him, 
who said, " Here I am !" " Who are you V' inquired 
the king. " He whom you look for !" The king 
uttered an exclamation of surprize, not unmixed with 
fear, at bis amazing assurance, for 'he was quite 
alone, and he looked a little dashed. The stranger 
■ observing this, siud ; " Don't be alarmed ! only keep 
yeur word with me, and I will prove myself quite 
obedient to your orders, and keep the peace." 

This being agreed, the king acquainted his royal 
consort and the whole court that the great height of 
hand genius had discovered himself; and soon in a 
full assembly his majesty proceeded to question bim ; 
" and mark what I say," he added, " nor venture to 
dispute one of my orders. To begin : do you see yon 
rustic not far from the wood, busy ploughing the 
field V The conjuror nodded assent. " Then go," 
continued the king ; " go and rob him of bis plough 
and oxen, without his knowing any thing about it i" 
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At die sometime be flattered- himself that thin was 
not possible, nor conceived how he could possibly 
set about it ia the face of open day; in which case, 
thought he, I have him in my power, and will make 
faim smart for it. 

The conjuror proceeded to the spot; and as the 
■tonn appeared to increase, , the rain beginaing to 
pour down in torrents, the countryman letting his 
oxen rest, ran under a tree for shelter, until the rain 
should have ceased. Just then he heard a i<dly 
singing in the wood ; such a glorious song he bod 
never before heard in his life. In fact he felt won* 
detfully enlivened ; and as the weather continued to 
look quite doll and sulky, he said to himself, ■' Well, 
*4iere's ^e harm if I take 'a glass I Yes, I must see 
what sport is stirring there ;" and away he slipped into 
the wood,' still farther and farther in search of the 
jovial songster; until he followed his nose so long 
that he' could neither see nor hear any thing of it at 
all. 

In the mean while, the conjurof, that wicked 
songster in the wood, was not idle. He changed 
places with the rustic, taking care of the oxen while 
their master went singing through the wood; and 
darting out of the thicket, in a few moments he had 
slashed off the oxen's ears and tails, and stuck them, 
half hid, in the ploughman's last furrow. He then 
drove off the beasts pretty shsirply towards the palace. 
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In a diort time the fustic ibiud his my out oTtbe 
wood ; looks towards the spot for his oxen, and eaa 
see oothing. Then semchin^ on all sides in the ut- 
most anxiety, he finally comes to examine bis last 
funow, and beholds, oh horror ! the eais and tails of 
his poOT beasts stretched upon the ground. Ima^n- 
ing that the thunder bolt must have stnick, and the 
earth swallowed them up, he pouied forth a most 
dismal lamentation over his lot, roaiiog aloud till the 
woods echoed to the souitd. When he was tiied be 
betbou|;ht himself of ninoLog home to find a pick 
and a spade to dig his unlucky axes out of the earth 
agaia as quick as possible. 

As he went he was met by 1^ king and the c<o- 
JHror, who enquired Uie occasion of his piteous lamen- 
tatioBS. " My oxen, my poor oxen I" cried the boor, 
and then rdated all that had h^ipened to hira, eo- 
treating them to go with him to the place to witness 
the disaster. I^e conjuror then said ; " Why diukt 
you try whether you can pull the oxen out again by 
the hwns, or by the tail?" With this the ntalici.run- 
ning back, seized one of the tails end pulling with 
all his might, it gave way and he fell upoa his back. 
" Thou bast pulled thy beast's tail off," said the coiw- 
jurer; "tryifthoucanatsucceed better with his homsa 
if not, thou must even dig for them.*' Again he 
pitched himself down in the attempt; trtiile the kii^ 
laughed very heartily at the sight. But as Ae worthy 
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man now ^pewe4 exeeulvely tntabled at his mis- 
fertdBes, Am -Ub^ fTOmieed him RBother pkir <rf oxen ; 
and 4be nutic wtu conUnt. 

" Von bave msÖe good your boast," said Ibe king 
Vo ^ «oi^uror, a« they vetumed to the palace ; " Irat 
now yoia will bave to deal with a more düBonlt job, bo 
BiHtN yotii wit and «ourage. To nig^ you OMSt 
■teal my faiorite chargn, out of his itable, and let no 
body IcBow who it is." So, thoug^it the king, I have 
trapped him at last, for he v^ nevei be able to out- 
wk «Of coattier of the horse, aod all my grootna to 
boot. To make the mattei siu«, the king.oidered a 
sb^ong guard under one of hit most «aieful offioera to 
be {daced nmnd the etnUe coort They wei« aimed 
läh atout batHe-aieB, andweie onjoioed wwy hatf 
boor to ^re the woid, and pace alt£mately through 
the court. Jn the royal stables others had ithe like 
dut^ 40 perfonn ; while the master ,of |he horse tmo- 
ael£, wae to aide the favorite steed the whole time, 
h&TOig beeo ^vesented by the kingwtth a goM snuff- 
box, from -which he was to take amfiJe pinohes at 
order to ko^ iiiiDsdf awake, aad to give signal by a 
load sneese, that he was awalie. He was also aimed 
witii a heavy sword with which he was to knock the 
thief upon the head when be approached, lli« n^^ 
firatananred himaelf kt-the mast« of the t>«dchai«ber'8 
dothaa, withcuit his leave. Abotit .»iäitight he f»o- 
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ceeded to join the guards, furnished with diffete&t 
kinds tÄ rich winci saying that the king had sent him 
to thank them for their cheeriid compliance with hii 
orders, that the impostor was akeady secured, and 
that hifi master now permitted them to take a glass, 
and not to give the word quite so loudly as her ma- 
jesty had not been able to close her eyesi He then 
marched into the stables where he found the master 
of the horse still astride of the royal charger, busHy 
taking snuff and sneezing every now and then. He 
master of the bed-chamber poured him out a spar- 
ling glass, to drink to his majesty's health, who bad 
sent it ; and it looked quite too excellent to resist. 
Both master and guards then began to jest over the 
Arch Rogue's fete, taking, like good subjects, repeated 
draughts— all to his majesty's health. . They soon 
began to experience the soporific effects ; they gaped 
and stretched, sunk gradually upon the ground and 
fell asleep. The master, by dint of fresh pinches 
however, was the last to'yield ; but he too now blinked, 
stopped the horse, which he had kept upon a good 
walk, and said, " I am so confoundedly sleepy I can 
hold it no ' longer— take you care of the charger 
for a moment, bind him fast to his stall, — and just 
keep, watch." Having uttered these words he fell 
like a heavy sack of com upon the floor, and snored 
akind. The mighty conjuror took his place upon the 
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hoTM, gave'bim'whip andepur, and away he gaUopped 
thioi^h the slumbering guards, through the court 
gates, and whistled as be went 

Early in the morning, the king eager to learn the 
- result, hastened to his royal mews, and was a Uttle 
surprized to find the whole of his guards fast asleep 
upon the ground ; but he saw nothingofhiscbai^ier. 
" What is to do here ?" he cried in a loud voice, " get 
up ! rouse, you idle railets I'* At last one of them 
opening bis eyes, cried out, " The king ! the king I'' 
" Aye, true enough, I am here," replied his majesty, 
" but my favourite horse a gone. Speak I answer, 
on the instuit 1" While the affiighted wretches, call- 
ing one to anothä-, rubbed their heavy eyes, the king 
■was examining' the stalls once more, and stumbling 
0¥er his master of the horse, turned and gave him 
some i»«tty hearty cuffs about the ears. But he only 
turned upon the other side, and grumbled a little : 
" Let me alone, you rascal, my royal master's horse 
is not for you." " Rascal !" then, exclaimed the in- 
sulted king — " do you know who it is ?" and he was 
just about to call bis attendants, when he heard 
hasty footstep« ;— and the conjuror stood h^on him. 
He was laughing very heartily, and said, " My liege, 
I have just returned from an airing on your noble 
hone, he is indeed a fine animal; but once or so I' 
vas oUiged to give him the switch." 

The king fdt enjetüvely vexed at the'rc^e't 
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cacceM ; yet he ms the more refdnd to hit npoK 
lomethmg that ^uld bring his fox' akn into jeopordj 
at last So he thought, eoid the next day adäaemeA 
him thus : " Tby tbird thai is now about to- take 
place, and if you are clever encugb to carry it 
Ihnwgfa, you iball not only have your life knd 13>eTty, 
bttt a handUrtne allowtuice to boot. In the other 
case you knov your fict« : now lieteK t Tbb very 
night I command you tA n>b my qoeen couoK of bet 
bridal ring, to iteal it fhuB hel finge/, and let no one 
know the thief Or the way of diieving." Tbou^t the 
king to himAeff, " Now at teaat I have äaught him; 
for this is not postible, tat how carl he derise aay 
metuia ? w^, we shall see." 

When n^t ap[m)Mdnd, hii majesty cGoned sfl 
the doora m the pdace to be &it ateied, nd a gmd 
to be set at each. He himsdf insteud of tetiring tD 
rest, took his «tation, weU armed, close to the queen'« 
couch upon an easy cbair> 

It was a momdight' night; and about two in the 
moroiag the king pUnly heard a ladder reared up 
agMUSt the window, and the soft step of a man 
imnmting it, and jntt as he had reached the top and 
looked in, the king said : " Let fall I" and the neat 
moment the outside shatter gave way, and sorrtething 
fell with a terrible crash to the ground 1 "Wh!" 
excl^med the kii^, and ran down into the ocnirt, 
teUing his consort he was gomg to see whether the 
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conjiutoi had died of the &11 1 No, he was not dead, 
but qaite as whole and Iwisk as ever ; for he had only 
diopped a dead body which he bad stolen from the 
gaiiows JDto the court below. The momeat he heard 
the king's steps upon the staircase, he replaced the 
ladder, mounted, and going into the chamber gaid in 
the king's voice: " Yes, he is stone dead, so you may 
now go quietly to sleep, only hand me here your 
marriags ring, it is too costly and precious to trust it, 
while you are asleep, in bed." The queen here im- 
agining it was her royal consort, instantly gave her 
diamond ring without the least suspicion, and io a 
moment the conjuror was off through the window 
with it OB hia finger. Directly after the king came 
back. " At last," be said, " I have indeed carried 
the joke too hi, I have repaid him ; he is lying there 
as dead as a door nail ; he will plague us no more !" 
" I know that already ; you have told me exactly the 
same thing twice over, though I think it a little hard 
that you should have required me to give up my 
rii^." " How came you to know any thing of that ?" 
enquired bis majesty. " How? from yourself to be 
sure," replied his consort ; " you informed me the 
conjuror was dead, and then you asked me for my 
marriage ring." " i ask for the ring I" exclaimed 
the king, " then I suppose you must have given it to 
him r continued his majesty in a tone of great indig- 
nation, "and is it even so at last? By all the 
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sai&tsi this is one of the most ctHifounded anma- 
nsgeable rascals, in existence ; I neyer knew any thiag 
equal, to it ;" and he then informed, the queen of the 
^ole affa^, thou^ before he amved at the con- 
clusion of his nairation she was fast asleep.. 

. Soon after . it was hght in the momingr the wilj 
coi^uror made his appearance; he bowed to the 
, earth thieeümes before the queen and presented her 
with the treasure he had purloined. The king, though 
ezM^vely chagrined, could not reßraia laughing at 
this sight, adding :, " Now hear, .thou long of arch 
rogues; I , only cau^t a sight of you through my 
fingers as you were coming, or you would never have 
come off so well. As it is,, however, let all dd 
grudges be forgiven and, forgotten. Only take _up 
your residence for a time at my court, taking care at 
the same time that you do not carry your jokes too 
far; in which case I might find myself compelled, 
if notbii^ worse, to withdraw my favor from you." 
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It was many years after the famous Tir-bill figfat*, so 
fotal to the then existing order of German knighthood, 
when the mt^inificent and beautiful castlef of Christ- 
buig, not far from the city of Dant^ck, w^ laid in a 
heap of mini, and bo many noble families were com- 
pelled to seek ' a foreign soil, that a ' poor mendicant, 
" all tattered and torn," sought refuge under its 
decayed walls from the bitter blasts. Being un- 
acquainted with the current reports, which bestowed a 
l^on of apirits upon the old uninhabited vaults and 
other remnants of its former splendor, he buut himself 
a little hut dose upon the castle site, where he in- 
tended to close his earthly pilgrimage. Daily, and 
duly, however, he continued to practise his old pro- 
fession, begging alms m the ne^hbourhood, and 
frequently letuining richly laden with breadcrusts to 
bis solitary dwelling. 

About a year had passed over his head, when in 

• The battle took piKce i)i die beginnmg of the ä^t««ntli 
ceaUaj. 

t In Bome baditions it ü mentioDed under the name of the 
Buuted or Cunt Ca*tle^-LoT. 
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one of his evening rambles among the castle luins, 
he remarked a light glimmerinf through the bushes 
which overspread its time-vora walls. Indulging no 
notions of a supernatural kind, he stood still, and 
peeped through an opening into the vaults below. 

There in a spacioas and lofty cellar he saw A 
üige table, covered' with well filled pitchers« tmmpen 
and bowls. His movth mtered at the delieious 
sig^t. " There is neithcs butler nor lacquey that ! 
see," «aid he to hinaseir, '* and who else is Ukdy to 
reftiBe me a good dmaght V So he qaickly tbund out 
the door, which had a latch like any other door, and 
he opened it Monntiag a few Steps he entered into 
the drinking room, which was only jvst light enough 
fht him to see. Other steps at the end of it led into 
the vaults, which ««re very dark, «nd made him a 
littl« uncomfortehle ; but a row of vafa stood before 
hnn, end he «as contest 

And behoM 1 he found he was not qnfte alone; A 
respectable cid tttwi sat at a taUe in öUe eoraer, ap- 
parently «loployed In reckoning. Sui^iosiag h« had 
now met with the owner, the iattuder ^ated hma> 
«ntreatiag that he would afford him one ^aas of 

" Yes," answered the man, " drinkl take as much 
as will ^ree with you, and come again in the 
moming." His mild manaera took the ikncy of his 
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Sueat ; he filled » gh»s of wine, which he four times 
wpeaded, and enquired at he went out, if he tnifht 
really venture Üiere again. 

" Yea," was the «[Jy, " come when you please, 
Ktai timea a week ; but not twice a day. Be discreet 
and hold ymir ton^e ; you are a lucky fellow." 

The beggar went and came again ; regaled 
himBelf, and drank bo much during the nest seven 
days, that he had cause to fear itwasbeginaingtomake 
inroads upon his constitution. He then bethought 
himself of taking only half of his daily allowance 
and keeping the rest for sale, with the proceeds or 
which he might buy fre«h tbod and raiment 

A mendicant aellitig wine was rather a rare sight 
in the city. His purchasers laughed-; idl were eager 
to have a taste, and declaring that it was drink lit for 
the gods, they shewed him the way to the town- 
house, for it was too good for the palates of ordinary 
citizens, and the patricians could afford him a good 
price. So he willingly went; the alderman emptied 
his pitcher, and requesting him to get more of the 
exact flavour, pnxnaised not to hag^ with him abont 
, the price. 

As often as he went with a iresh supjjy, be 
obtfdned the same handsome reward ; but towards the 
fifth day they began to enquire as to the source of s6 
rich a spring. His vow of silettce luckily occurred to 
the b^gu ; he began to invent a story, but as tJKj 
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threHteoed to chastise him if he did not leveal the 
whole truth he threw his pitchei at the alderman's 
head, and ran as fast as his heels could cairy bim. 

When he next paid a, visit to the cellar, it ap- 
peared that the old wine merchant who sat reckoning 
in the, comer, was acquainted with all that had 
passed. " Look to yourself," he said, to the beg- 
^, "for they are in pursuit. In fact they have spied 
you ont, but they will not come here again." 

They had indeed caught a glimpse of him as he 
eidered the ruins ; they followed, but their reception 
was such, that half dead with ftight, they had no iit- 
clination to proceed. For his pursuers, the moment 
they reached the awful precincts of the castle, beheld 
a solemn tuneral procession, that rose like an .exhala- 
tion fiom the ground, advancing before them, until 
sdied with an agony of fear they turned back, 
reached the city with some difficulty, took to their 
beds and died. 

This shocking occurrence, to which the vrace of 
the peofde added fresh terrors, placed the.beggaiman 
in perfect security. He lived unmolested in his hut, 
drank his nine, foi^t that he was a poor mendicant, 
and by comparing old and new dates, thought hims^ 
a very lucky feUpw. 

, One day there joined his company just such 
another misnably clad wretoh as. he had once been. 
He had been equally roiu;hly handled in the wwld. 
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had no where to lay his head, and bis good brother 
uncomipted by hia late prosperity, humanely oöered 
him a share of bis own roof. In fact he took him 
into partnership; they beat up the Deighbouring 
districts in different directions, made common stock 
of. their net proceeds, and their firm continued tor a 
considerable time. Nothii^, however, was said to 
th^ new partner respecting the wine. . " 

... But one evening returning home earlier than 
usual with a well iilled scrip, he heard as he came 
nearer loud sounds of revelry and mirth ; he thought 
a. whole party must be assembled somewhere in the 
vicinity. One voice, at least, was in full key ; he 
found the door and windows open, as he drew nigh ; 
and all this loud jubilee came from within, as if in- 
tended to be heard through the country far and wide. 
He entered and found no one besides his old friend; 
all the sounds of revelry were his ; his countenance 
was,hghted-up with joy, his eyes sparkled, he sang, 
and two flasks stood between, his knees, one empty, 
and the other full of wine. " Welcome, old boy 1" be 
cried, as his friend came in; " sit you down here!— 
drink, and, sing a song for once in your life! — I am 
richer, man, dian all the Redcross Knights in Ger- 
many that ever flourished!" , In silent astonishment 
the old man seated himself, drank as he was bidden, 
and soon began to sing. The other flask, was speed- 
ily emptied; .and after this good drinking bout, both 
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fell asleep. The new partner dreamed only of the 
oddity of finding so rich ti beverage, in 80 poor • 
place ; and the first question he asked himself when 
be awaked was, where the deuce, does he get it 
frcMn? His friend being still asleep, he searched bit 
pockets, and examined every article in the hous^, to 
get, if possible, into the secret. All in vain I yet the 
next day, the next, and the next, the flask was al- 
ways full ; he lo^fLed, be enquired ftom his Mend, 
but could get no satisfactory answer, more than, " The 
butler has forbidden me to say a word about it ; he 
fare it me." 

But the curions old fellow was dying to know the 
secret, and deteimiued to keep a sbaip look out. 
With this view, he had recoune to an old stratagem : 
just as they were going to take a glass, 'be suddenly 
f^ down in a fit, began to Vicit and make mouths ; 
till gettii^ under tbe table, he gave it such a hearty 
jog as quite upeet the whole drinking apparatus, and 
every drop of wine was lost. Doriog Üie continuance 
of his fit he took good-heed of every thing bis friend 
did ; who thinking it a good 0{^nrtimity to obtain a 
new Bui^y before the old man recovered, took a key 
out of bis pocket, and went H e was no sooner gme, 
than up sprang bis friend, and gUded sofUy after him. 
It was already dtiak, and he bad some difficulty to 
keep hhn in si^t, till with the help of the moon, be 
saw bim enter the old castle, and actually disappear 
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down one of the TRults. He bad nam tike to ha*« 
foOen jato a r«al fit ; the ruins gteamed awfully upon 
his sight. Yet he had reached the entrance, hb foot 
was upon the first step : he «ent on through the 
amhasging ahraba, and he saw his partner, not far 
off, unlock a Bmall door. He saw a light glimmsnng 
tX a distance, and when the door opened, it becamft 
stall more visible ; but, he bad scarcely gone a few 
steps further towards the door, when it slammed to, 
with a hideous noise, and not withont catching the 
old inquisitive beggar a pretty sharp hit on the 
eltxm. At this he made a sad outcry, iriiich echoed 
akmg the inner vaults ; a figure was seen going up the 
steps, and the old man in an agony of feai, leaving 
the skirt of his coat fast in the door way, ran off 
quicker than he ever ran in his life, and only looking 
Ottce round to see whether he was pursued, he at 
length reached the hut, more dead than alire- Re- 
suming a httle courage with the retain of light, and 
abxious for his Iriend's safety, the old b^^ar deter- 
miaed to visit äie rains, being now broad day, in 
letodt of him. He found the way, and came to the 
bashes which be bad passed the evening before ; but 
be could no where discover the litäe door : the vhcAe 
Wefie appeared to have been changed. Iliiiikiag be 
fOMt have missed the way, he wandered up and down 
the ruins ; y«t idl his researches [»oved vain. Per- 
ceiving it was now near sun-set, h^ began to be 
alarmed, and set off home at full speed, the speed of 
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an old b^^armui. He now came to the resolution 
, of venturing no more sear the fatal spot, but conti- 
nued to beg honestly in the neighbourhood. A year 
htkd elapaed, and it was the eve of St. Martin's day. 
Once more, as fonneriy, seated upon, the same 
spot, where he had last been regaled by his 
lost partner, a .victim to his fatal expedition, sat 
the old b^^iaiman. Twilight was already ctmiing on, 
when lol the door opened, and in wfilked a figure of 
which he had some taint recollection ; he fixed his 
eyes upon him for a moment, and ran towards him ; 
it was his old friend. " What, is it possible," cried 
he, " is it indeed, you?" " Itis, sir, sure enough," 
replied the other ; " the same who took you into part- 
nn^ip, and gave yon shelter here. And .yet you 
were »o very ungrateful and unreasonable, as to upset 
all my wine in return ; a plague upon your fits ; and' 
thus compelled me to get into a horrid scrape, by 
disobeying the buüer's commands." 

The strange be|^r then related all he had seen, 
how he had spent a whole year with the spirits of the 
under world ; been initiated in all their secrets, and 
condemned to learn the m<^ hard and frightfal 
lessons of their power. At length to his great relief, 
he was informed that the day of his rdease was at 
hand ; that he must instantly depart, and acquaist 
the upper world with the secrets be had seen*. 

' Both thoM sdrenttinnu begg>n tit Baid to hare mco 
formed ■ part of tho Council at Dmtik, bat to hare mbwqiuiitl; 
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loit theii ptoptrty, and been Bobjected to 1^ wTeteit prila- 
timu. The oldeit of these lame gsntlemen, known b} the nuse 
of Thomas Penny, wu eiceedmglj diBliked by the pei^il«, 
and on one occooon, in a gnnd row, he wa> liteiaOy thtowa 
oat of the windmr into the itreel, by which he became a Tarit- 
ahl^ cripple. It wag cmrently lepoited of him in Danlvc, that 
he had there diaplajed an immenM heap of copper coin, but to 
badly eieeated in the mint, utohiiTe giTeniiis to the nickname 
of Penny's money, an appellation, which we usawue, hai beoi 
retained to the piesent day. To this we may add the origin of 
the teim aterling, to complete the primiiiTe descent of pDimda as 
well as of pence. 

In the time of Richaid I. money coined in the east paits of 
Geimeny cfitae into ipecial raqneit in England, on accoont of 
its polity, and wu called Euteriing money, w all the inhabi- 
tants of those parts were called Eaaleriings. Soon after some 
of those people skilled in coiniog were sent for to London, fp 
bring the coin to perfection, which was soon called Sterling from 
Easterling. King Edward I. e«t*bli>hed a certain standard fw 
the ülTer coin of England ; bat no gold was cmned nntll the 
reign of Edward III, who, in the year 13S9, caused several 
pieces to be coined, called FIrrtatti, because they were coined 
by Florentines. Afleiwanl* he coined NMa, cnirrnt at 8s. Eld. 
and half nobles, at Si. 4d. called half-pennies of gold; and 
qoarten, at la. Bd. called farthings of gold. The Succeeding 
kings ci^ed lOM nobles, and double rose nobles; great sore- 
teigns, and half Henry itobles, angels, and shillings. James I> 
coined onites, double clowns, and Britain crowns, shillinga, mx- 
peaces, and inferior pieces. Chulss II. conrerted mon of tha 
assent gold coins into guineas. __ 



;,. Google 



POPULAR TKADITIODS. 



FREDERICK, BARON DE LA MOTTE 

FOUQUE.« 

Fiw modeni ivrilas of Qexmaay bftve become, 
gnaAer favorites with the Englsh reading pubNc, or 
have received more gratifying proofs of its adroira- 
ration in numerous versiona from their productioufi, 
than the author of the followmg specimens. For 
many years past, indeed, his name has been famüiat 
to M, DO lest throi^;h the medram of our contempo- 
rary journals, than by distinct translations of such of 
his ingenious and fanciful efiusions, as have acquired 
ttx him most celebrity with his own countiymoi. 

AmtHig these last may be enumerated the tale, re- 
cently BO much admired, entitled " The Hagic 
Hing," of vhieh a very pleasing and aUe version has 
just appeared ; the romance of, Undine, presented to 
us along with a few other of his shorter pieces by the 
pen of Mr. Soane, to which German prose fiction has 
been so largely indebted ; and not least, the wondei- 
ful history of Mr. Peter Schlemihl (a täte said to 
be only edited, however, by the Baron), from the 
hand of one who has conferred so m^y obligations 

• NeaeEnahlungen, Kleine B[>maiia.lSll. 1818. Wmikr- . 
buch conjoistl; wiilt Ap«I and Iauo. IBIT. 
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upcm the poetical i 
these m«aDB, irtiich are written mncb in the 
apiril of their grigmal, mentkn might here be added 
of ■ THrie^ of tagemous utic)es, acciunpanied by u 
excellent qiedmei»,' contained in tbe pages ef a 
northera magazine, trana the hand of one of its 
fimMT ecUton; a gentleman loi^ convereant with the 
hngaage and Uterature of Germany. To him and 
to his able associates indeed much praise is doe, 
frmn the moit lewned ad»lars, (as well as the no- 
velkts) of Urn aoTth, whose enlarged sj^rit <^ critical 
reseaivh into the writings of our own iUustrions 
co nn tr y aen, they have at onee so jnstly a|i;neciated 
and leplied to, both in their criticisms, and in their 
traadRtioos from works of the most profound re- 
seaxch and approved merit; of the Schlegels, the 
Richtersr and the (EhleoscMag^s of the age. 

Nor are their optoions concerning the pecnSar 
nuriU and characteristics of the «ithor before ns, 
among tbe least valuable portion of their tabours ; 
characteristics so admlraJ:^ Ulastrated and developed 
as to leave Utile either novel or necessary to be added 
to tbe stib^t. Respecting his graceful and attrac- 
tive nanOer ot embodying and adorning some of tbe 
most favorite <M traditions of his country, there does 
not B^jpeair to be. any dtvernty of feeling ; any more 
than on the h^h degree of fancy, of pathos, and of 
art, with which, out of such sim^de materials, he suc- 
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ceeda in compoiiiig pictures whoae admirable expres- 
■ioa of nature, and whose all^orical force and beauty, 
enchant at. once the imagination and the beut. There 
is a consistency of plan, united to a sincerity of tone, 
and eameatness of feelmg, which cannot easily be 
mistaken fw the qualities of any contemporaiy wri- 
ter, in the same class of fictjon ; and which have the 
effect of rivetting down the attention, even to the 
most wild and imjvobable portion of his stories. 

tn common with most great and popular novelists, 
the Baron's productions are of a very voluminous as 
well as a diveraified character ; embracing subject* 
of a dramatic, as well as a poetical and romantic kind. 
A collection of the former, entitled, " I>ramatiscbe 
Spiele," was put forth by his teamed contemporaiy, 
A. B. Schlegel, dated Berlin, 1804. There snbse- 
quendy appeared his " History of the noble Knight 
Galmy, and a beautiful Duchess of Bretagne," a 
Romance, 1806. " Alwin," a Tale, 1808. " S^uid 
the Snake-slayer," 1808. " Heroof the North," 1810- 
14. " Eginhaid and Emma," 1811. " Old National 
Dramas," 1613. "TheSeasons," 1811-15. "Wilh^ 
Neuman." "The Muses," &c. 1812. " Undme," 1814. 
3d Ed. 1818. " Peter SchlemihI's Wonderful History, 
by A. ChamiäBow," 1 8 14. " Dramatic Pdems for 
Qermans." " The Love Singer," a Romance, 1814. 
" Corona," an Heroic Poem, 1814- . " Lady's Pocket 
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'Book for 1815," with plates. " Tlie Magic Ring," a 
Tale of Chivalry, 1S16. Sx. &c. 

These will perhaps be sufficient, though fonnii^ 
only a portion of this writer's productions, to shew 
their nature and extent, there being very little induce- 
ment on the part of the editor to present his readers 
with a dry uninteresting catalogue. He may just men- 
tion however, that in the remaining Ust is to be found 
a version from the Baron's hand of Mr. Moore's beau- 
tiful poem of Lalta Rookh— a version, doubdess wor- 
thy of the highly gifted powers, and the luxuriant 
fancy of its prototype. 

The Baron's pseudonymous title, one so frequent 
in Germany, appears to be that of Pellegrin, under 
which some of his efiiisions were first announced. 
He also enjoys the title of Knight of St. John, and 
Major in the Prussian service, and is an honorary 
member of the literary society of Iceland. He is said 
to reside on his estate at Henhausen near Räthenau; 
and he was bom at the ci^ of Brandenburg, on the 
12th day of February 1777, and is consequenüy 
about fifty years of age. 
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It b«f;icae«l tfaat atme little time "tiekse tfae pease et 
West{Aüilia, thei« assembMl «t the foot of tite Rieaea- 
bog ID a beautifiil <pwt <rf the countiy <£ Säesia, a 
anmber of peraons who were the retatkne, and bad 
lately mcceeded to the pfoperty, of aa opuleat de- 
oaaed taimei. Tim man Itad died nithoat children, 
and had left aereral fanns and fields Bcattered tibaal 
Hat fertile counby, and hie hein were now met 
togeüier to divide the inhoitance. Fot this puipoK 
ibey bad eLwembted io a bam in one of the ^id»^ 
villagei, and Üttj fouid no difficulty amoi^ them- 
•elvea as to tlw allotment of eyory part of the «otat^ 
eicept with regsid to a partlculai field which was 
loMnm by the naiDc of the Haunted field, in ämwt 
<^i£iDe of 1^ ««mdarfid atcsiea that were told respeett 
. ing iL 

This field was now eotiiely eieigEe«n with wiU 
flowers and weeds, whicb neverthelesas from thor 
stroi^ growth betokened at the same time the excd- 
lent nature of the land, and its desolate and neglected 
condition. For many years had now passed since it 
had been disturbed by the ploughahaie, or received 
the seed from the hands of the industiious huaband- 
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man; as it wurdated thatnonouer hndtlieplotigh- 
nuin Kt any time entered within it« bounds thm the 
oxen became frantic under the yoke, and ran off in 
aSrigbt, and that the plou^mao and the seedrawn 
gtrnck with the like panic would fly in dismay, affirm- 
ing that some «ipenuitund beiu^, under pntenoe of 
atsistittg tken in dieir labouis, «pproacbed tlKm vith 
ewA hideouf aapecte that no one coald knk am tiiem 
and keep their MDses. 

Hie questioD now arose jto whom thn HaunUd 
Fidd should be allotted. Every one fett an insav- 
mOBBtaUe objttition to it himself, hut thought Iris 
»e^bour mi^t perhaps manage it, and as is tfie 
way of Ute worid, wai desirtma of shifting the bwdea 
off his own shoulders, l^ey could, howerer, come 
to no agreement, and it was now late in the eveoing 
and time to depart, when one of them proposed an 
ejqiedient whidi be hoped would satisfy all paities. 
" We are bouiid," he said, " agi^eably to am tes- 
tate's will, to bestow a legacy on his poor cousin 
who dweUs in this village. The maiden ia to be sure, 
imly very distantly related to the departed, yet she is' 
virtuous and frugal, and well deserriog of a good hns- 
baud, and goes by the name of the pretty SaUne. 
Now I purpose that we present this maiden with the 
Haunted Field, and we shall in that way discharge 
the wishes of our lamented relation, and it may per- 
haps prove a rich dowry to ber if she can find a 
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htisband that will venture to cultivate it." They were 
all deUghted at this proposal, and immediately de- 
^>atched one of their numbei to communicate to the 
cousin the intelligence of their bounty. 

It was about the same time in the evening that 
Sabine beard in the twilight, a gentle tap at her 
cottage window, and on aakiug who knocked, wa« 
answered by a voice, at the first sound of which the 
rustic bolt was drawn back and the little window 
thrown open. It was the brave young Frederick 
whom she had been long expecting, and who being 
born as poor as herself, had for the last ten years de- 
voted himself to the wars in order to win some little 
■nbsistencä to compass his marriage with the pretty 
Satnne, whose kind heart was all his own. It was a 
delightful [ucture, to see Sabine leaning out of her 
wired lattice with tears of joy startii^; in her beautiful 
eyes, and the brave youngFredeiick looking up to her 
and proffering her his faith. " Ah t Frederick," she 
said, " God be praised, thou art returned safe ; this 
has been my constant prayer mom and evening, and 
tell me, Frederick, have you made your fortune in the 
campaign V " Fortunes are not bo soon won, "said 
Frederick, shaking his head and smiting, " and prizes 
do not fall to every one. However I am better off 
than when 1 departed, and if you have a bold heart I 
think you may venture to marry." " Ah !" sighed 
Sabine,' "thou lund-heOrted Frederick, to take a 
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poor jxakeä orphan for better and worse." " Nay," 
said Frederick, " give me but one friendly yea; tuod 
promiae to be mine, and I will warrant we a^all thrive 
and live like princea." ' " And haat thougot thy dis- 
charge and art no longer a soldier?" Frederick lookii^ 
into his knapsack Üiat held his treasures brought out 
a silver medal which he reached to Sabine, and' as 
^e received it, the light of the litüe lamp in her 
chamber fell on the piece. There vras a. burst drohi 
figured in au old fashioned mannerj and over it vaa 
written the words — " God be praised, the war is 
ended." — " Perhaps," added Frederick, helping her 
to decipher the medal; " in truth it is not yet 
peace, but we shall have no more fighting at present, 
and our colonel has discharged his men." At 'this 
intelligence Sabine held out her hand as a pledge 
of her affection to her lover, and invited her be- 
trothed to come into her little chamber, where be 
seated himself down by her side and related how he 
hod won his gold and silver in honorable battle, and 
in the open field, from a foreign ofiRcer of rank whom 
he had made prisoner, and obtained the money as 
bis ransom. After an approving smile conferred on 
her brave soldier, the industrious maiden took up 
her spindle, rejoicing that there was no ill-got gain 
belonging to either of than. 

Just at this moment the cousin arrived, to com- 
municate the message entrusted to him. ^ Sabine, 
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with maideiilj Uiuhes, presented to him the Btranger, 
as bet intended bnubaiul, and the cotuin added, " Thia 
ia well I I am arrived just ia time, for if your be- 
trothed hai not brought back a fortune from t^ie wan, 
this will be a welcome gift, which I am directed to 
pcesenttoyouin the name of yoiu lelations, as it wa« 
the will of the testator that you should be remeinbexed 
. in some way or other." Frederick was too much of- 
fended at the boastii^ mannet in which this commu- 
nication was mule to testify any joy on the occasion. 
But Sabine, in a hamble manner, thanked God for his 
puciouB dispensation, and ignorant of ue eril motivn 
of mankind, she wiüi a joyful heart bowed her head 
ia token of her great satisfoction. But when she heard 
that the Haunted Field was assigned to her as her 
portion, and in saHsfaction of her jurtclaima, the sM- 
did behaviour of her relations stiuck her to the soul, 
and die could not restrain her tears at the grievous 
disappointment. The cousin with a malicious smile 
said he was grieved to find she thou^t heradf 
«iDdged, as it was in fact a much lai^r share of the 
inheritance than really of right belcmged to ber. And 
thus speaking he was tdung his departure, but Fre- 
derick interrupted him, and addressing him in a coti 
and deliberate manner, " Sir," said he, " I see you 
are disposed to make a jest of this matter, and that 
you have all conspired tsgetlier, not to give my young 
bride a «n^ feröiing^ But we will accept your pte- 



;,. Google 



LA MOTTK lOUttui. 31& 

sent in God's name, in the hopes that in the haiuls of ■ 
a brave aod active soldier the Haunted Field may be 
a bettei ba^;aia than a parcel of covetoufl envious old 
relations wish it to be." 

The cousin abashed at the presence of the bold 
young man returned no answer, and made the best of 
his way back. The bridegroom Üien kissed the tears 
from the eyes of his young bride,* and hastened away 
bi the priest to arrange matters for the marriage. 

After the lapse of a few weeks Frederick and Sa- 
bine became man and wife, and commenced their 
slender house-keepmg. The young man had ex- 
pended the greater part of bis gold and ulver pieces 
in the purchase of a yoke of line oxen, and in the buy- 
ing of seed, and of im^dementa requisite for bb hus- 
bandry, reserving no more than sufficient to support 
hiiuself and bis wife in the most frugal manner until 
they should be enriched by the next year's harvest. 

As Frederick with his oxen and plough, now took 
his departure for the field, he looked back and smiled 
at his good Sabine, sayir^, that he was now about 
to lay out his gold, and that he should next year 
have it all back, and to spare. Sabine looked 
aimously after him, wishing in her own heart that he 
might return hoihe in safety. 

And home truly he came, and that too before 

* In Germaoy the appellatioD« of Biida aaS BiidegrMnn ar« 

studied to the leBpectiTe parties on tbri^ betrothal. ' ' 
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tbe ringing of the curfew, but by no means so full of 
cheer as when he set out joyfully singing in the noni' 
ing. He was himself dragging along the plough, 
which was battered and broken, and was at the fame 
time leading one of his oxen lame and wounded ^ng 
with him, aad'himself bleeding on the shoulders and 
head. Still his soldier-like courage did not fail him, 
and calling on his wife with a cheerful countenance, 
"Prepare for salting," he. said, " for this goblin in 
the Haunted Field has provided us with - an abun- 
dance of beef. This ox tiiat I have brought back with 
me has run mad, and injured himself so much that he 
wilt not be fit for any further work. The other ran 
ofiPto the mountain, and there I saw him plunge from 
a steep rock into, the river below, where-I fancy.'he 
now ties at the bottom." 

" Oh I these cousins, these wicked cousins' ("cried 
Sabine,' weeping, "already has their accursed pre- 
sent robbed thee of thy hard-earned gold, and what is 
more, thou art thyself hurt and bleeding, my brave 
young soldier!" " My'hiut is of no consequence," 
saidFi^erick, " it was but the oxen that crushied me 
between them when they ran mad, and I endeavoured 
to stop them : but it matters not grieving, and in the 
m<vning I will start afresh," 

Sabine was now bo terrified at what had hap- 
pened, that «he endeavoured to dissuade her husband 
from any fartjier attempt at cultivating the unlucky 
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field. . But he declared; in reply, that the. field 
should have no rest as long as he lived, and " land that 
one cannot plough one must delre," said he, " and I 
think this goblin, will .not frighten a. good steady 
soldier in the way he does a poor brute aniiAal." He 
then, slaughtered the wonnded beast and cut him. up, 
and the next morning as soon as Sabine was ready 
to begin salting the meat, Frederick was again on 
bis way to the Haunted Field, and departed jrith his 
pickaxe and his spade, with as good a heart as on , 
the morning before he had set out with his good ydce 
of oxen and his new shining plough. 

He returned from his work in the evening as on the 
previous day. He looked pale and wearied, but was 
in good spirits. "This is rather hard work," said he, 
laughing, " for there comes a lubberly goblm, first on 
this side, then on that, bantering me with his foolish 
talk and tricks -, but he seemed to wonder at last that 
I «xrft no .heed of him, and from that I begin to get 
fresh courage. ; Besides what bus an industrious man 
to fear that goes straight forward and; minds his 
work V 

Many days now passed away in. the same man- 
ner. -The :brave, Frederick continued unwearied, 
ddving and sowing. and destroying the weeds. And 
he bad now cultivated a good portion of the Haunted 
Field by the aid of bis spade alone, for he never 
relaxed, in his eseitions, and bis .land ,began to pro- 
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loise a crop, if not very lich, still a huMlsome retwn 
fm bia trooUe ; and he now cut his eom and cairied 
it all home himself, for his land was yet too poor 
to afford him reapers to he^i him, and be would not 
let Sabine ventuie into the Geldj incffe particalariy aa 
he was expectio^ bei soon to present him with ui 
iu&nt. The child was bora, and in three yeais two 
mcne, and so bis life went on without any remaifcable 
occtuTenpe. By hard Btrinn^ and industry he com- 
pelled the Haunted Field to yield him one crop after 
another, and thus like an honest man redeemed his 
word to Sabine, that he wo*dd find sufficient to sap- 
port her. 

It ha[^)ened one eveidng at harvest time that 
Fredoick hetd remained at work untU, near dark, 
when all at once he perceived at his ude a stronf^ 
built Bwarthy-lo<^ing man like a collier, with a huge 
furnace-iron in his hand, who said to Frederick, 
"What! are there no osen left in the land diat thou 
wölkest with thine own bands? Thoa sbould'st be a 
rich farmer if «le may judge from the extent of thy 
land." Frederick welt knew who it was that ikm 
addressed him', and dtd as peojde are accustomed to 
do on these occasions, that is, held bis toi^e aad 
worked even the harder, and tried to turn his 
tbougfals another way. But the goblin did not on 
this occasion disappear as these beinga ctHnmtmly do 
when ätey are thus treated, in (»der to a{q)ear after- 
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waida in a more hideaiu fomii but again addtessed 
Frederick, and said id b friendly tone, " Friend, 
^iOU~ Wiong'Et both me and thyself. Answer me 
truly and «ncereLy, perhap* I may find a cute for thy 
misfortunes." " Well then, in God's name speak," 
•aid Frederick, " and if there be mischief in thy. 
words the blame be with thee." Frederick then rose 
from his work and related id a tme manner to the 
collier all that had happened since he took posseBsioa 
of the field, nor did he conceal his hatred to the 
gotdin, and how difficult it was, owing to his per- 
secution, to work out a aubustenpe with his bare jHck- 
axe and spade, and support his family. 

The collier heard all with a serious countcnaitce. 
He then stood still for toma time in a musing atti- 
tude, and at last spoke as follows : — " It aeemti, 
friend, that thou kngwest who I afa, ^ud that is com- 
mendaUe in thee, that thou hast not sacrificed tlie 
truth but spoken boldly out, notwithstanding thou hut 
BO much cause to be ang^y with qie ; and to confess 
the truth thoa hast indeed had too mach reason. B«C 
now Nnce 1 find thee a right honest churl, I will make 
thee an offer that will lecompence the« for all that is 
past Thou must know then, that when 1 have had 
my fiU of sport in woods and mountains, I bam a 
froicy to dwelt in a comfortalde house, and hve a wbet 
and orderly life for some half year oc so- How now, 
if thou wert to engage me as thy sarvant for tke next 
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six months V " Now that is ill done," said Frederick, 
" to banter an honest man in this way."— "No ! no f* 
said the other, " it is do bantering— I lun really-se- 
riouB, thou »halt find me a truly hard-working drudge, 
and as long as I serve thee, no hot^blin will venture 
to be seen in the Haunted Field, so that thou mayest 
work thy oxen there without interruption." - " That 
t^hould like well," said Frederick, after some thought, 
" if I ouly knew whether thou vouldest keep tby word, 
and moreover if it is right to deal with thee." " That 
you must settle yourself," said the ' stranger, " but 
my word will never be bxoken as long as the Riesen- 
berg stands ; and moreover, I am not a malicious- 
minded spirit— somewhat sportive, and tricksy, and 
wfld, but that is all,"—" Why then," said Frederidt, 
" tiiou must needs be the iamous Rübezahl !" " When 
thou thinkest'BO," SEud Üie collier, interrupting him, 
" learn that that powerful sjÄrit will not allow of a 
name so ignominious, but calls himself the Monarch 
of the Hills." " That would be a droll a&ü-," röid 
Frederick, lai^hing, " to have the King of the Hills 
for my serving-man ;" " Thou mayest caH me Wald- 
mann then," answered the other. Frederick now stood 
considering for a considerable time, and at last said, 
" Well! ao be it— 1 don't think 1 do wrong in engag- 
ii^ thee ; I have often observed that people emjdoy 
irrational animals to turn the spit and do other house- 
hold offices; why notagoUin?" Thecdlier uttered a 
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heärty laugh, and said, " Now auch' an offer was 
never made by any of my kind befijre, Bnt that I 
faeednot — 'tis iny hiimour, and so 'tis a bargain, Uiy 
honored master !" Frederick, however, made it a 
condition that Jiis new servant should on no account 
whatever discover to Sabine oi Üie children, that he 
bad lived in the Haaated Field, or in the old caverHs 
of the Riesenbei^ ; nor at any time play any g;oblin 
tritks'about the house or (ana. . Waldmann pledg«d 
his word to aU this, so the matter was coneltided, arid 
borne they both went tc^tber in a friendly mood. 

Sabine was not a. little surprized, at this addition 
to theit household, and could scarcely look upon the 
swarthy g;igantic servant without, fear. The children 
were- at first so .much alarmed that they would not 
venture .out rf doors when he was at work in the gar- 
den or in the croft ; bnt his quiet, and good natured, 
and friendly behaviour soon reconciled all the house- 
hold ; and if he now and then had a frolicksome fit, 
and . chased the dc^ and the fowls, tbey thought it 
only sportiveness. and good huinonr, and a single word 
from the master. was sufficiept.to bring hiib.back into 
his osual bounds. 

Fredericli, now relying on the promise of the spirit 
of the mountain, inconsiderately expended his long 
treasiired gold in the purchase of -two fine new oxen, 
and aiain went joyfully forth to, his field with bis 
plough, newly .repaired. — Sabine looked after him 
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annoualy, «ad Euuüooiiy awaited hia letum at nigto, 
fearing that he might agnin hftve all his pcospecta 
blighted, and be worse hart himself than oa the 
foimer occasion. But with the curfew, home came 
Frederick, singing thToi]|h the village, driving before 
him bis yoke of fine oxen, and kissed in great ^te, 
his wife and children, and shook his servant kindly 
by the hand. 

Waldmann also ol^ took out the oxen to pIon|^, 
while Frederick laboured in the garden, or in the 
bam. lite greater part of tte Haanted Field was now 
cultivated, and every thing went on jHtisperonsty, to 
dte snrprise of all the inhabitants of the village, and 
to the chagrin of the envious relations. 

The harvest was now finished, and winter ap- 
praaching, when Frederidc went one day with bis 
team to gather wood for thehearthandthe oven. It so 
happened too that 8^)uk was at the same time called 
away to see a poor widow m the neighbourhood who 
lay ill <rf a fever, and whom she was accustomed to 
befriend to tlie best of her means. She kn«w not 
well vchat to do vrith her children, but Waldmaim 
desired her to leave them in his care, and as she knew 
that they were always amused with his tales ^e did 
so, and departed on her pious errand. 

In about an hour's time from this, Frederick 
returned h<»i1e from the forest. He placed his waggon 
in the Atd, and put np his oxen in thrär stalls, and 
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vas chevfiilly tuniiag hü gt^ to the bouad to wbidi 
his benumbed limbs at the Ski «ben the [M^viDg 
cries of bi» children nddenly aJansed hie ears. He 
rushed into the house and burst open the lutchea 
door, and there found all the cbildien almeking, and 
pushed U^ther behind the oves,-andWaldniaun madly 
laughing and leaping about, making hideous ik»s, 
and his hail all in fire and flames. 

" What's to be done here V said the master in an 
angry tone. The file was instantly extinguübed on 
Waldmann's bead, and he atood in a humble posture 
before his master, «zctuing himself by saying that he 
was only amusing the cbildrea. But the children ran 
crying to their father^ and told him that he had 
terrified them with fHghtful faces, and ran to them 
now with a ram's head and now a dog's—" Tis 
enough," said Frederick to him — " depart, fiiepd— 
we dwell no longer under the same roof." And he 
therewith took him by the arm, and puibed bim out 
of the house and beyond the garden, telling the 
chüdien to remain quiet in the chamber and not 
t^rify themselves any more, as tbdr father was now 
come and they were as safe as in Abraham's bosom, 

The strange servant made no resistance, but as ha 
npw stood beside Frederick on the wintry ground be 
said laughing, " Hear! master 1 suppose we strike a 
fresh bargain, I have, I confess, made' a great dis- 
turbance, butitshaU not happen. again; I fell unfor- 
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tuaately into a fit of my old humour.". " For yonf 
own pleasure," gaid Fiederidc ; " but you might have 
terrified my childreD out of their seuses. There is an 
end of our contract." " My half year is not yet ex- 
pired," said Waldmann arguing," and! insist on going 
baölt to the house," " Thou shalt not t^n touch my 
threshold," said Frederick; " thou hast broken' the 
contract by playing thy accursed pranks ; but I will 
pay. thee thy full wages — there they are — take them 
and depart." ". My full wages," said the goblin witfa 
a contemptuous laugh; "hast thou then forgotten 
my treasures in the mountains ?" " Tis more on my 
own account than thine," said' Frederick ; " 1 don't 
wish to remain in any one's debt." And with that he 
forced the money into Waldmann's pocket. " And 
what will become of the Haunted Field," said Wald- 
mann, wiüi an angry look." ~ " What God wills," said 
Frederick. " I would rather lose fifty fields than 
that you should injure one hair of my childrens' 
heads. Away with thee, or I shall serre thee in a 
manner thou wilt not like." "Softly," said the goblin, 
"when spirits such as I assume a man's form it ia 
generally a strong one, and thou might'st periiaps come 
the worst off in such a contest, and then God be 
merciful to thee!" " That he has ever been, and has 
given me a good strength of arm as thou shalt find. 
Back to thy mountains, thou odious brute— I warn 
tbee for the last time." On this the goUin attacked 
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Tiederick in a furious muiner, aod an obBtinate cod- 
test ensued. They wiesäed and threw each other 
without the victory being decided for the one or the 
other,' until at last Frederick hy a masterly stroke 
brought his opponent to the ground, and kneeling on 
hia breast he began to beat him with his fists, ex- 
claiming, " I'll teach thee how to attack thy master, 
thou accursed mountain spirit I" 
■ Rübezahl, however, laughed so heartily at this, that 
Frederick, thinking that he was mocking him, repeated' 
his blows with renewed vigour, until the goblin at last 
cried out — " Enough, enough! I was not laughing 
at thee, but at myself, and" cry mercy!" — "That's 
another matter," said Frederick, " rise then," and he 
helped him up on his legs. " I have had a sufficient 
trial of human life," 'said the spirit, laughing — " none 
of my kind, I think, ever carried the sport so for.— • 
But' hark! fiiend, thou must nevertheless allow I 
made a brave resistance ; for thou know'st I could 
easily have called a host of mountain spirits to my 
aid had I so pleased. Truly I am almost killed with 
laughing." 

Frederick stood regiuding the merry Rübezahl, and 
said, " You will I fancy bear me a grudge, and send 
me ill luck not only in the Haunted Field, but in 
other matters ; but sdll I cannot repent of what I 
have dobe. I hare only exercised my just authority 
and protected my children. Were it to happen again 
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I should treat thee in (he saia$ way." " No, no," 
said Rübezahl, " do DOt give yourself that trouble— I 
have had enou^ for this time, fiut listen to my 
words— go oa working thy Haunted Field, and I 
promise thee not the shadow of a goblin shall bence- 
foith be seen in it as long as the Riesenberg stands, 
and so &rewell and prosper, my honest strong-fisted 
master." 

And on this, with a familiar nod, he disappeared, 
and Frederick during the remainder of his Ufe never 
s^w him again. But Rübezahl kept his word to the 
full and more. Ad unheard of prosperity began to 
manifest itself in all the afiaira of Frederick, and he 
became in a short time the richest farmer in the vil- 
lage. And when the children played in the Haunted 
Field, which both they and Sabine now walked in 
without fear, they would often relate how the good 
V^aldmann had a[f)eaied to them and told äiena 
humorous tales, and how they found choice con- 
fectionaries, or beautiful carved toys, oi f oklen ducat» 
in their pockets on their retura home. 
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The&e airired one ine summer, evening intbecitj 
of Venice, the ffur-fomed commercial queen of Italy, 
a young German merchant of the name of Reichaid, 
a jo^H» and spirited boon companicm. lliis hap- 
pened at tlie time when almost all the German states 
were disturbed by the thirty years' war, and on that 
account the young merchant, who longed for a 
pleasant jouney, was not a little rejoiced that his bu- 
siness led him for a season into Italy, where wars were 
not BO frequent, and where, as he had heard, he 
should find the richest wines and the most delicious 
fruita, to say nothing of the women whose beauty is 
BO justly celebrated. 

The first thing he did on his arrival was to hire a. 
gondola, and he soon became immersed in all the 
gaieties of Venice, and found no want of companions 
to share bis festivities. Day after day passed in re- 
iterated pleasures, and in the society of a set of 
joyous comn^es, all of whom evinced the utmost hi- 
larity, during their carousals, one only excepted. 
This was a Spanish captain, who was indeed apar- 
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taker in all the Bumptuous entertainments tliat 
Reichard gave to his friends, but he waa observed 
seldom to exchange a bow with any one, aad a set- 
tled gloom, from some cause or other, seemed at all 
times to pervade his countenance. The company, 
however, never reproached him with this, as he was 
a petson of rank and character, and was moreover 
accustomed frequendy to defiray the whole eipence of 
their nighüy banquets. 

Notwithstandii^- this latter circumstance, and 
that the young merchant became more sparing in 
his hospitality, than he had been on his first anival 
in Venice, still his money began to fEÜl,-and he saw 
witli no little uneasiness of mind,, that a conise of 
life so licentious and extravagant must soon come, to 
an end, and his money be all expended. 

As his case was no uncommon one to his com- 
rades, they only laughed at his disconsekte situation, 
and passed their jokes on his downcast looksj while 
af the ' same time they joined together in consuming 
the small remainder of his means. It was at this 
time, that the Spanish eaptain one evening kindly 
drew Reichard aside, and entering into a friendly 
conversation with him, led him into an unfrequented 
spot in the suburbs of the city. The young merchant 
felt no little uneasiness at this proceeding, but, thou|^t 
he,, my comrade knows he has nothing to expect from 
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me but my sliiii, and that might cost him mote 
trouUe than it is worth. 

But the Spanish captain seating himself on' the 
ruins of an ancient and mouldering castle, motioned' 
the youi% merchant to him and thus addressed him : 
," It.appears," said he, " my much esteemed young 
friend, that you are deficient m a quaUty which to 
me is become ahnost a burthen. I mean the power 
of possessing at any one moment as large a sum of 
money as you could wish', and of repeating this as 
often as you please. . Now this privilege, and many 
Other things to boot, I will dispose of to you for a 
very reasonable sum." 

Reichard on hearing this avowal, said with sur- 
prise : ", What wish, then, can you have for money 
from me, when you thus throw away the power of 
possessing it at will V 

" The. case: is this," said the Spanish captain: " I 
know not whether you are acqutunted with a certain 
little creature, which they call a Mandrake. It is a 
very diminutive hlack locdcing imp, enclosed in a vial. 
Whoever, posseisses one of these creatures may bj its 
means obtain whatever a most desirable in life, parti- 
cularly an- unbounded quantity of money. In retom 
the Mandrake requires the soul of the possessor for 
his master Lucifer, provided, he , dies without having 
transfeiTcd the Mandrake into other hands. This can 
only be done by selling it, and that too fw a smaller 
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fvm. tbaq l}>e poweMoc tuiw^ hu given for it. 
Mine cost me ten ducats, and if ^ni will g^ve me 
nine for it, 'til yota'a." 

Whilst the young EUidiani «M coniideiing this 
proposal within hinuetf, the SpKoiaid thus continued 
hif speech. " U would be an «asy matter," wid he, 
" for me todeceiVe any peisoB vith this glaM and paaa 
it off as an ailicle (rf another kind, as indeed hap* 
p«aed to myself, who reemv»! it at Üie hands of an 
iu>pnnci[ded mo'dtant. SiU I wish to keep a clear 
conscience, and therefore make l£ii honwable and 
open pnqxMal to you. You are yet young and capa- 
ble of enjoying life, and will have oppoitunilies suflG- 
cient to rid yourself of the thing, in case it should 
become bwthenwne to you^ aa it has done t» 

" &cuse me, Sir," answered Ruchard ^ain, " I 
hi(^ you will not t^ it amiis, but I am very much 
oa my guard, from the uimber of times 1 have been 
cheated since I wrived in this same ci^ of Venice." 
" How flow, young fixd," said the Spaniard in »i 
angry tone ; " you need only recollect the feast of 
latt night, and then reflect for a moment, whether it 
, was worth my while to become a cheat for the sake 
of nine beggarly ducats." 

" Who tieats wdl, must pay well," said the young 
mochant modestly, " and a handicraft only, not a 
purse, has a golden bottom. As yon last night ex- 
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pended ftll yoni miMMy, my ni&e ducats may be very 
acceptable to you." 

"You may dunk yourself wefl off," »aid the 
Spaniafd, ",that I do not tbia mom«it cut your 
tluroat. But I forbear, in the hopes that you will ml 
me of this little Maudrak«." 

" Will you allow me a trial of it," said the young 
merchant with prudeat foresight. 

"How can that be," said the captaJn, "I have 
already explained to you that it will neither remain 
with, nor serve anyone who has not previously paid a 
jnst price for it." 

The young merchant was embaiiassed. The 
darkness of the n^t, and the Weliness of the spot 
iupired a fear in his mind, ^dtough the captain 
assured him he should not attempt to force the pur- 
chase on biro, on account of the hard conditions 
aniieKed. At tjio same time all the delights that the 
foaaeaaoa of the little Mandrake would make hiro 
master of floated before his eyes, and he at length re- 
sfdved to ventu» one half of his remainmg money in 
the purchase, first seeing if he could obima it at a 
lower rate. 

" lliou fool I" sud the captain, " it is for thine 
own ben^t, and that of those thou raay'st here 
after sell it to, that ] fix the highest possible price, 
that it may not be so soon sold for the lowest possible 
cmn, and tbe purchaser's soul become the pn^rty of 
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Lucifer, when.he is not able to sell it for a lesB'^um 
than that at which he bought it." 

'.' Aye, well !" said Reichaid laughing, " I shallnot 
sell the wonderful thing, depend upon it. If you wiO 
let -me hare it; now for five ducats." "Eveo so, - 
fbr my own sake," said the captain, " although it 
shmtens the little imp's period of service, and brings 
peiditiw the sooner on some poor soul or other." 

And on this he handed over to the young'inan, 
on payment of the puiehase money, a small thin 
^ass rial, in which Reichard by the l^t of the stars 
could observe a little Uack object frisking and fro- 
lickii^abouL 

He immediately put his . new purchase to the 
proof, and on wishing for it, found the sum he bad 
laid out doubled, and grasped .the ten ducats in his 
hand. He then repaired in high glee to the tarem, 
where he found the rest of the company still drii^- 
ii^, and all wondered to see their, two comrades, who 
bad left them in low apjrita, tetum with such gjsd 
countenances. But the Spaniard, soon took .leave 
without stopping to partake of a sumjitfuous suppei 
which Reichard ordered to be prepared, although it 
was then late in the night, first paying the mistrustful 
host befoie hand, for by aid of the little Mandrake 
both his pockets were now ringing with ducats. 

They whose boimdless desires would lead tbenl to 
possess a charm like the little Mandrake, may best 
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coQceive what a life of pleasure the young merchant 
led from this time forth. ' But a prudent and pious 
mind will easily imagine that it was highly profligate 
and licentious. The first'thing he did was to attach 
himself to a fimner flame, the beautiful LucreUa: 
He purchased' for her a castle and two delightfitl 
villas, and procured for her and himself every possible 
luxury of life. 

Now it happened one day that he sat with his 
mistress Lucretia in the gardens of one of his country 
houses, on the bank of a swift running brook. The 
time was spent in laughing and jesting, until Lu- . 
cretia suddenly and unexpectedly seized the little 
Mandrake, which Reicbard kept in his breast fastened 
to a gdden chain. Before he could prevent it she 
had already broken the chEtin and held the little 
dask against the light. At first she could not help 
laughing at the ^licksome caperings of the little 
black imp, but suddenly exclaimed with a cry of 
aSright, " Ah I what a Jiorrid toad I" and flung chain 
and flask and the little Mandrake altogether into the 
brook, where the rapid stream soon swept it irom 
their eyes. 

The unfortunate young merchant endeavoured to 
hide his chagrin, lest his mistress should ask him 
farther respeetiug it, and might perhaps denounce 
him to justice for witchcraft. "Hepassed it off", there- 
fore, as a curiosity, and as soon as possible disengaged 
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faimsdf fn»n Lucretia to constder in private what 
steps veie most ftdiisable to take. He still poa- 
aessed the castle and the two countay houses, and he 
had also a considerable quantity of ducats left in his 
purse. But how agreeably was he surprized what 
the first thing he found, on putting his hand into his 
pocket, was the vial with the little Mandrake ! The 
golden chain indeed was left at the bottom of the 
bnx^, but the vial and the little imp were duly 
returned to their rightful ow&er. He could not avoid 
a sudden exclamation of joy, " And now," said he, " I 
possess a treasure of which no power m earth can 
rob me l" And he would have pressed the dear little 
vial to his lips, if the little jumping imp had not 
lotdced so grim at him. 

But if Reichard had before led an abandoned life 
it was now ten times more so. He looked down wiät 
j^y and contempt on all the potentates and rukn 
of the earth, convinced that there was not one who 
could command so many pleasures of life as he. In 
the luxurious city of Venice no one could count so 
many rarities of the taUe as were to be found at 
his costly banquets. Andwheneverany moderate man 
admonished him for his extravagance — " Reichard is 
my name, and my riches (Reichtham) are so bound' 
less that no espence in the world can exhaust than." 
And he would often laugh at the Spani^ captain in 
an extravagant manner, for having parted with so 
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iavaluable a tieuure, and for baying afterwards, as 
was reported, retired Into a monastery. 

But all things on earth endure only for a season, 
and this truth the young Reichaid was doomed to 
experience, and bo ranch the sooner as be abandoned 
himself to every kind of sensual {Measure. An un- 
conquerable lassitude seized on his exhausted powers, 
in spite of t^e little Mandrake wbicb he on the first 
day of his illness called ten times in vam to hi< 
assistance. No relief, howev«-, came to him, but in 
the night be was visited by a terrible dream. 

It seemed to him as if one of the medicine bottles 
at the «de of his bed sudd^y be^^ to dance, 
Btiiking with violence all the other vials that aur- 
ronnded it. On further observation Reichard recog- 
nised the vial with the Mandrake, and satd— " How 
now, little Mandrake, dost thou not only refuse to 
help me, but must break my medicine viall into the 
bargain?" But the little Mandrake began to sing in 
the vial thus : — 

Heyl little BnchsrJ, KeicliBiillMa, came. 
Be patieDt, and beu tbine eternal doom ; 
We will find lliee pleoi j of room. 
The deril a bit will he help the m-±, 
'Gainst deatb avaiU neither herb nor stick, 
Mine (boa «rt, howerer thou kick! 

And he thereon began to grow suddenly long and 
tliin, and in ^ite of all Reichaid could do^ crept out 
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through the [Hteher cork, andthrangb his fingers, 
and became a huge black demon, who began a horri- 
ble dance, flappuig his broad bat-like wings, and at 
length laid his heaving breast on Reichard's breast, 
and glued his grim face so ' fast and so close to 
Reichard's face that Reichard believed he was grow- 
ii^ like him, and cried out for a looking-^lasa. He 
awoke in an agony of tright, and in acold perspiratiob, 
and thought he saw a Mack toad run with great baste 
firom his breast and hide itself in his bed clothes. He 
felt in the bed, shuddering, but found only, the vial, 
but he observed the little black imp seemed exhausted 
and lay dormant. 

Alas, what a long night was this to the poor sick 
patient I He dared not trust himself to fall asleep, 
lest the black monster should again surprise him, and 
yet he dared scarcely open his. eyes leat it should be 
lurking in some comer or other of his apartment. If 
he closed his eyes, for a moment he imagined the 
monster had secretly got into his bed, and be sprang 
up ftom it in horror. He rang again and ^ain for hit 
servants, but their sleep was n<M to be broken, and 
the fair Lucretia since he . bad been sick, was no 
longer to be seen in his chamber. So he was left all 
alone to bin miseries, which were the more heightened 
when he tbua reflected — Ah God ! thought he, if this 
night be so long in its duratira, how long will be the 
endless night of hell ! He resolved therefore, if God 
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■hould spare fais life .till monung, to rid himself at all 
rialuof the Mandrake. 

When morning at length i^^ieaied, he felt him* 
self somewhat refreshed and inv^jandsd by the cheei- 
ial light, and began to coosider wbether he had yet 
turned the Mandrake to all posuble advantage. The 
castle and the villas, with their fiiniitaie, did not 
S«em to him sufiBcient, and he instantly desired a 
huge heap of ducats under his pillow, and as soon as 
he found his wishes fulfilled he b^an to consider 
,where he should find a purchaser for his viaL His 
physician, . he recollected, had a number of natura) 
curiosities preserred , in sjürits, and he was in hopes 
.to add the little Mandrake to his collection, as an ob- 
ject of that description, well knowing that the doctor 
was himself a pious man, and would have nothing to 
My to it in its real Aape. He could not indeed con- 
ceal from himself that he was joying the poor devil 
a sad trick ; but said he to himself, — " better to in- 
cur a small un that may be washed away in purga- 
tory than to deliver one's self up iitevocaUy to the devil. 
Charity b^ns at h(»ne, and my desperate case 
Admits of no delay." Having made this resdvebe 
^8träig^tway3 carried the little Mandrake to the doc- 
tors It had by this time recovered all its wonted 
-agility and played a thousand frolicksome tricks in 
-the glass, which attracted not a little the doctor's ad.- 
.miration. He observed it more nainnriy andevinced 
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his de^ie to become poaaeswd of ao ungular & liuiU 
natune, as he termed it, if the price were not bey<«d 
his means. Reichanl, in order to satigty his own con- 
■Gience to the utmost of his power, put a« high a. 
price OD it as he could, and four ducats, two doUan 
and twenty groschen was the price he asked, "niti 
Doctor however, refosed to give more than three dn- 
cats, and moreora', required a couple of days to con* 
inder of it. On this the young man fell afresh into 
an E^ooy and Uoody sweat. He at once renounced 
the Mandrake, received three ducats in eichai^e, 
and immediately distributed them among the poor )^ 
the hands of his servants. He, however, concealed 
the gold that was under bis pillow as well as he could, 
bdiering that all the [»osperity of his future life d»r 
pended on it. 

He had now a second attack of hia few. He 
lay almost in a state of constant delirium, and if be 
had not been rid of the burthen of the Mandrake 
would certainly have died through terror. He b^an 
at lengUi to recover, and his convalescence Was only 
retarded by his anxiety respecting the ducats, which 
he had bidden under his pQlow, but which from the 
time he first recovered bis senses, he had looked foe 
in vain. At first he was scrupulous of asking any 
person respecting thera, but when he did be could ob- 
tain no tidii^ of them. He sent to the fair Lncre- 
'tia, who he bdievfed had fiutcd bin in his iUne», but 
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she returned fw aniwer, that ehe knew notbii^ of 
the matter, and Baid, »he supposed from the qoei- 
ti(Hi, that he was still raving. He arose in a melan- 
choly mood, and resolved to convert bis castle and 
viUas into money. But to his surprize he found them 
in the posseifiion of persons who exhibited to him a 
release for the purchase money under his own hand 
and seal, for he had in an unlucky hour, ^ven the 
artful Lucretia a carte blanche, and saw himself now 
reduced to poverty, and to straightwav packed up his 
few articles to wander forth a poor beg^r. At this 
moment the physician who had cured him, appeared 
before him with a very grave countenance. " Ah 1 
Doctor," cried the young man in tribulation, " I en- 
treat you, as you would become celebrated n your 
profession, to furnish me with a speedy poison, for I 
know not where to buy a loaf to save me fiom starva- 
tion," " Do not despair," said the Doctor, with a 
-composed aspect, " I will present you with the cost 
of my attendance. But here is a new medicine which 
I have inclosed in this box, and which is requisite to 
strengthen yonr constitution in future, and for this 
you must, if you please, pay me two ducats." '* With 
all my heart," said the young merchant and paid the 
sum to the Doctor, who immediately quitted the 
room. As soon now as B«ichard put his hand into 
the box he felt the Mandrake vial between his fingers, 
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and a ticket was attached |to it with the foUowing 
lioei. 

" I wiA'<l to cnie thy body'a nn&it. 
Thou Uidi't th; anuva for Kml md heait, 
Yet cooacieace qoicUy lold me tnie, 

< The wicked scheme you bad id vier. 
So pny le»e off joui coonlei- trick, 
I haad yoa back joui Mandrake quick. 
It likte me ill— ibu kind of tmck — 
A gallovB imp foi gallows' lock." 

The young Reichard at first shuddered when he 
found he had agun purchased the Mandrake, and 
that too at a very low price. At the same time he 
.was not without some feelii^ of joy; and as he wu 
determined to rid himself of it again on the first op- 
portunity, he resolved by its means, to revenge hhn- 
self on his mistress Lucretia, and punish her for htx 
^constancy and neglect. 

And this he effected in the following manner. Id 
the first place, he wished to have in his pockets 
'double the number of ducats which he had placed 
under his pillow, and which in an instant ahnost 
weighed him ^own to the ground. The whole of this 
la^'Sum he placed in the hands of a neighbouiing 
money acriveDer, and took an acknowledgement for 
it, reserving only to himself one hundred and twenty 
gpld ^eces, with i^hich he repaired to the residency 
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of his Lucretia. With her he immediately renewed a 
life of dissipation, as he had done some months be- 
fore ; and Lucretia wob by the re-appeaiance of hie 
treasures, pretended a revival of her attachment. 
Reichard one day, when the httle Mandrake was play- 
ing all kinds of Avlicsome tricks in the vial, shewed 
it to hU astonished mistress, as the same kind of' 
creature as the one she had formerly thrown mto the 
water, and of which he said he possessed many va- 
rieties. V/ith the curiosity natural to women, ^e 
was seized with a sudden wish to possess it; and as 
the crafty young man sdd he must have gold for it, 
she thoughtlessly gave him a ducat as its value. 
When the bar^n was concluded, Reichard straight- 
way left the house, and called upon the money- 
scrivener for a part of the snm he had lodged with 
him. But he did not replenish his purse in that 
quarter, for the scrivener regarding him with suiprise, 
declared he had never seen him before. Reichend 
now took the receipt out of his pocket, but found to 
his great consternation that it was a naked and blank 
piece of paper. The scrivener had in fact written his 
receipt with a jwepared ink, of which, afl^r the lapse 
of a few hours, not the slightest trace was left. The 
young man thus saw himself again unexpectedly re- 
duced, and would have been a beggar, if he had not ■ 
happened to have retained ninety ducats, the remains 
of his prodigality. He that has too short ■^ bed must 
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lie doae; and he thai has none must Ue on thft 
ground ; he that has no chariot roust ride on horec' 
back ; and he that has no horse must travel on fooL 
So after spending; some days in idleness, Reichard saw 
that in that way his money must soon come to an 
end, and that from being an opulent mochant he 
was now reduced to the sorry ctndition of a poor 
pedlar. 

He therefore looked out for a pack for his goods, 
and procured another for the remainder of his money. 
It was with bitter feelings that he now trapped his 
pack on his slioulders, and offered hi« wares for s^ 
in the same streets which a few weeks before had. 
witnessed his pride and coüsequence.' H« was er^ 
where well received, aad many persons offered htm 
more for his goods -than he himself expected. The 
citizens are very kind, thought he to himself, and if I 
can continue in this way, a little time will repair my 
lost fortunes. I will then return home to my natiie 
country, and the more happy, for having escaped &e 
saares of the accursed Mandrake, and extricated my- 
self by pradence and cantifMi. 

In this happy mood he repaired in the evening to 
a tavern, and liiere laid down his boxes. Some of 
the gnestg came around him ; one of whom more in- 
quisitive than the rest, said, " What curious thing is 
that, tinend, that you have in the vial, that seems to 
'plwf BO many antks?" Reicfaard turned round, and 
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DOW saw to his gte&t horror, that am^ng sooie other 
boxes which he had purchafed, he had bought ooe 
which contaiaed the Mandrake. He instaotly offered 
it to this man for three groscheo, as he had gives 
four for it, and to all around for the same price. But 
they all viewed the Uttle black imp with disgust, as 
he did not infonn them to what purpose it might be 
Applied ; and as he was incessant in crying his poor 
wares, and interrupted their conversation, they at last 
turned the hapless pedlar with his boxes, and his 
little black imp, out of doors. 

He then repaired in great trepidation to the man 
who had sold him the casket, and offered him back 
the little Satan for a small sum. But the man was 
gcAttg to bed, aitd said he recollected nothing of the 
business, bat that if he wished to return the odious 
vial to its original possessor, he must send it to Lu- 
cretia, who had sold him this with some other toys ; 
and so bade him a good night 

" Happy man !" sighed Reichard deeply," that canst 
thus sleep in peace 1" As he was near crossing the 
great square to go to Lucretia's house, he thought he 
heard something rustling behind him, and ready to 
kap on hia neck. He rushed forward in afiright, and 
entered Lucretia's apartment by a well known secret 
door. His shameless mistress was seated amidst a 
company of new admii'erB. At first they exclaimed 
at äie rndenew of the pedlar. The company then 
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bought nearly the whole of hU goods for Lncteträ, 
who now lecognized him, and mdnlged her mirth at 
his ridiculous appearance. None, however, would 
purchase the Mandrake ; and as he offered it to them 
once more," Away with the loathsome toad," said 
Lncretia, "I have aheady had it in my possession, 
and sold it for some groschen to a beggarly pedlar 
like this, who persuaded me to give him a ducat for it" 
" As yon value your good fortune," said the yoni^ 
meichant in an agony, " yon know not what yon 
throw away, Lucretia. Let me speak with yon alone 
for five minutes and I will warrant, yo« will to a 
, certainty purchase the vial." 

She accordingly stepped on one side with him, 
and he then discovered to her the wonderful proper- 
ties of the Mandrake. But she b^;an forthwith to 
exclaim, " Do yon take me for a fool, you dissohite 
vagabond. If what you say, were true, yon vonkt 
have wished somethii^ better from Satan than this 
box and these straps ; away, or I via denounce you 
as a sorcerer, and have you burnt at the stake iit 
ipite of all your boasting." 

The two lovers of Lucretia in order to please their 
mistress then fell an the terrified young man, and 
thrust him down stairs, so that, what withrt^ at this 
treatment and the apprehension of being humt as a 
wizard, he made all haste to quit the city of Venice. 
By noon next day he had passed beyond the territo- 
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lies of the state, and then stood on the borders exe- 
crating the city as the source of all his misfortunes. 

In the TJolence of his geBticulations he happened 
to snatch the little Mandrake out of his pocket. 
" Now, you good for nothing wretch," said he, " J 
will speedily turn you to account, and that too to get 
rid of you the sooner," 

And he immediately wished for himself an untold 
sum of gold, Btill' greater than the last, and so hold- 
ing bis pockets he secretly approached the best city 
that offered itself. He there purchased a splendid, 
equip^e, hired servants, and proceeded on his journey . 
in pomp and magnificence, towards Rome. He there 
felt assured he should be able to rid himself of the - 
little Mandrake amidst such a crowd of men of various 
desires and maimers. As often now as he expended 
his ducats he took care to replenish his purse by the 
Mandpdce, in order that when be sold the vial he ' 
m^;ht have the whole sum imdiminished. This 
seemed to him only a just compensation for the 
anxiety which he suffered ; for not only was he perse- 
cuted by the visits of the horrible black fiend in the 
night, but healso saw that the little Mandrake danced 
30 madly in the vial that he now considered his 
prey as almost certain, and the expiration of his 
imprisoiunent as near at band. 

His riches and bis liberal expenditure had no 
sooner introduced him among the best socie^ ia 
«5 
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Rome tbsD he began to seek (m optKntanity oF 
ftelling the Mandrake. He mvariably offered it to 
every person he met for three gnwchen, Gennau 
money, and sooa became the laughing stock of the 
community. Gold howerer mokes friends. He every 
where met witl) a warm reception on account of his 
riches ; but as soon as he began to speak of the vial 
and the three groschen, Gennan money, people 
Rmiled at him and got out of his company, so that lie 
' Mmetimes said, " I might as well sell myself to the 
devil altogether, for people think I more than half be- 
ieng to him already." 

A despair so terrible at length seized on him that 
he contd no longer stay in Rome, and he resolved to 
seek his fortune in war, and to see if he could not by 
that means rid himself of the Mandrake. He heard 
that two Italian states were engaged in hostilities, 
and so earnestly prepared himself to take part with 
one or the other. Provided with a beautiful eni- 
rasB bordered with gold, a superb bat and feather, 
two choice light muskets, a well tempered and 
brilliant sword, and two highly ornamented dag- 
^rs, be rode out of the gates mounted on a fine 
Spanish horse, followed by three well-armed attend- 
ants on noble steeds. ~ 

We may well imagine that a cavalier so gallantly 
anned, and moreover willing to serve without pay, 
iVould meet with a welcome reception in any caaip.- 
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Tfae hnre Reidmid was imnwdiately appointed to & 
cowpamj, and now led the life of a giülaiU soldier, 
qnd was as bappy as his anxiety from possesniog' the 
Mandrake and the peEsecuting nightly dreams, would 
let him be. Instructed by his ill suMes» in Rome, he 
was now cautious in i^essing on his friends his mei- - 
chandise. Indeed he did not mention the matter to 
any of his comrades, in oider the more unexpectedly 
to conclude a bargain with Üiem on some day or other. 
One fine morning a firing was heaid from the 
neighbouring hills. The officers who were at play 
with Reichard threw down their dice, and instantly 
the trumpets sounded to horse throughout the ciunp.. 
Bvery otte being now mounted, and falling into order, 
th^ {Huceeded towards the foot of Üie hills. There 
tbey saw the infantry on both sides already engaged, 
and äie enemy's cavalry coming down on the fiaia. 
Reichard't spirits were excited, as his high-mettled 
charger neighed and pawed the grouncf, and the 
leaders gave the word of command and the trumpets 
Bounded. A squadron of the enemy's horse advanced 
f^jainst them to intercept them, but were routed im- 
mediately, and Retchaid.with his brave followersjwere 
not the last to pursue. But suddenly they heard a 
strange whistling in the air — many horses fell. It 
was heard again, and a knight and. his horse were 
overthrown and lay, stnick by a cannon ball, in their 
blood.. Rekhard now thought be diould be safer 
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whh the larger body, when to his miiprise he foancT 
it close behind him advsnciDg to attack (he canaon. 
The heave young goldier held his [dace for some time, 
but when he saw the shot fallmg thickly around him, 
and a large body of the enemy's caralry aj^iroaching 
with drawn swords : " What folly is this," he said Xo 
himself, "to be found here, forbere lamstillmore likely 
to meet my death than in a sick bed, and if one of those 
accursed whistling balls hit me, I am the Mandrake's 
and the devil's for ever." And he had scarcely ut- 
tn«d these words, than he turned round his Spanish 
horse, gare him the reine and the spur, and Sed to a- 
nögfabouring wood. 

He pushed his horse forwards under the high 
trees nntil he stood stilt, exhausted. He then dis- 
mounted, unbuckled his cuirass and armour, took off 
his horse's bridle and saddle, and said as he threw 
himself on the grass : " I must think no more of 
fighting as long as I have this httle Mandrake in my 
pocket." He dien b^;an to consider what course he 
should take, but soon fell into a deep slumber. 

After some hours quiet sleep, a whispering as of 
men's voices, EUid a sound Uke approaching step« 
came upon his ear He was however heedlessly com- 
posing himself to fresh slumbers, when a thundering 
voice cried out, "Wretch, art thou dead or alive?' 
speak, before this powder be wasted on thee." He ' 
now .opened his eyes and saw a musket presented- 
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to his tareast. He that held it was a äerce-looking^ 
sc^er, who with hia cotnradeB Btood around him, 
having already seized on his horse and accoutrements^ 
Reichard cried out for quarter, and entreated in the 
greatest agony that if they were determiued to shoot 
him, they would first buy from him a vial in the 
right hand ude pocket of his waistcoat. " What a 
strange fool !" said one of the soldiers, " buy it, I 
shall not, but shall take it nevertheless!" and so 
immediately seized the Mandrake and put it in his 
breast. " In God's name," said Reichaid, *' if you 
would keep the the creature you must buy it, other- 
wise it will not stay wiüi yon." The soldiers laughed 
and withdrew with the horse and other plunder, 
without troubling themselves further about ReJchard 
whom they thought to be mad. He however felt in 
his pocket, and there found the Mandrake safe as 
usual. He then called out to them and shewed them 
(he vial. The soldier who had carried it off put his 
hand in his breast, and not finding it ran back and 
took it afresh. " I tell thee," said Reicliard agitated, 
" it will not stay with thee by these means, give me 
but the smallest farthing for it." " Yes, yes, Mr. Con- 
juior," said the soldier laughing, "but. don't think 
tOi rob me in that manner of my hard-earned money," 
and running after the others he held the vial carefully 
in hi^ hand. On a sudden, however, he stopped and 
«ried; "The devil! 'Us gone again." Ashe -was 
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kHAii^ for it in the grau, Reichard again called to 
bim : " Come back again, for here it i% again in nay 
pOck^>" When the soldiei saw this he now fint 
conceived a real deaire of possessing the Mandrake, 
which now as usual when it changed hands aeemed 
full of play and frolic, for by these means it knew its 
servitude was drawing nearer to an end. 

The three groschen seemed to the addier too 
much, on which Reichard impatiendy cried out : ' 
" Well then, niggard, since yon so wish it, let it be a 
bargain ; give me then one and take your purchaae." 
And so the bargain was concluded, the money paid, 
and the little Satan transferred. Whilst the soldier 
stood still to examine and laugh at the creature, 
Reichard was reflecting on his ^ture destiay. He 
stood there with a 1^;M heart indeed, bat lig^t 
pockets also, and without a prospect of any good 
«rai^oyment ; for he did not venture to return to the 
iqaadron where he had left his servants, arms, horses, 
and money. At one time he felt ashamed at his 
dastardly flight, and at another he thought he might 
perhaps be pursued as a deserter. It then occoned 
to him that he might Join the troops to which these 
soldiers belonged. From their discourse he had 
found that they served the opposite party, wheie 
nobody would know him, and he felt well enough 
disposed now that he was rid of his Mandrake, and 
all bis gold, to venture his life ft» a good booty. He 
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therefore made an offer which was accepted and he 
de^nrted with hi« new comrades to their camp. 

The commander did not hesitate to engage a tall 
active well-grown young man like Reichard, and 
he now lived for a considerable time henceforth as a 
addier. But he was oftentimes not a little dejected 
in his mind. Since the last battle the armies on 
both sides remained inactive, as negociations were 
pending between the hostile states ; there was indeed 
no danger of being killed, but at the same time there 
was little opportunity for booty and plunder. The 
soldiers were obliged to live quietly in their camp od 
their small pay and their poor rations. Now it 
happened that many of the soldiers had enriched 
themselves by spoil in the late campaign, while 
Reichard, onceso caressed by fortune, wab almost the 
only one among them who lived like a beggar. He 
naturally soon became weary of such a life, and one 
day as he received his small monthly pay, l^too small to 
procure any pleasure and too much not to attempt 
something with,) he resolved to repair to the sutler's 
tent, and there try whether the dice would not be 
more favorable to him than commerce and war had 
hitherto been. 

The game took its usual chequered course, and the 
wine passed freely round till late in the night, when at 
)Mt'(dl the dice seemed to conspire ^^nst the half- 
intoxicated Reichard. His pay was staked and lost, 
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and QO one would now give him credit for a halfpeim;. 
He now felt in all his pockets, and as he there found 
DOtbing, he felt at last in his cartridge-box, but iheie 
met with nothing but his cartri^^. These he diew 
forth and staked them in play, and as the dice were 
falling saw that his opponent waa the same soldier 
who had bought from him the Mandrake, and bji 
whose aid his antagonist was certain to. win. He 
would have called halt ! but the dice fell and decided 
the cast in favor of bis opponent. He departed to 
his tent, muttering curses as he went against bis bad 
fortune. One of his comrades who bad also lost his- 
raoney, but was more sober than he, took him by 
the arm. This man asked Reichard by the way 
whether he had got a stock of cartridges in big tent. 
" No," ESJd the enraged Reichard, " if I had any 
more stuff I should try my luck again." " Then," 
said his comrade, " you must [»«pare some, for if the 
commissary comes to examine and finds a soldier 
without cartridges be will order him to be ahot forth- 
with." " That were a bad case," said Reichaid with 
an oath, " for I have neither cartridges nor money." 
"Welt " said his comrade,. " the commissary t^ll not 
come before next month." " Ho ! that is well," said 
Reicbard, " before then I shall have my pay again, 
and can buy cartridges enough." On this they 
bade each other good night, and Reichard be^ to. 
sleep off the fumei of his wine- 
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. He had not however lain long, whea the corporal 
called out — '' Hollal a muster in the moniiii^, and 
the commissary will he in camp at break of day \" 
Reichaid was by this suddenly roused out of bin 
Bleep. The cartri^es came across his half me- 
briated senses, and he anxiously enquired of his 
comrades in the tent if no one would lend him some, 
or sell him some on credit. They however aU called 
him an idle drunkard and bade him go back to his 
bed. In the greatest apprehension of being shot in 
the morning, he sought again through all his clothes 
for money, but could find no more than five farthings. 
With them he ran from tent to tent in the dark night to 
purchase cartridges. Some laughed, others swore, but 
no one complied with his wishes. At last he came to 
a tent where he heard the voices of the soldiers who 
had the day before won the cartridges from him. 
" Comrade," said Reichard, touchingly, " you must 
help me or none. You yesterday took from me all 
I had, and in the morning if the commissary finds 
no cartridges by me he will order me to be shot, and 
yon will have my death at your door. Then for 
God's sake lend me some, or borrow, or sell me some." 
" I havemade an oath againstgivmg and borrowing," 
said his comrade," " but to get rid of thee I wiU sell 
thee some. How much money have you left?" — 
'< Five faiüiings," answered Reichaid sorrowfiilly. 
" There then," said the soldier, " and that you may 
be convinced that I am a good natured fellow, I will 
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^ve you five carttidgea for your fire farthinp, bat now 
b^^e, and leave me and my tent in quiet." He. 
reached him the cartridges out of the the tent, aiul. 
I^chard gave him the money, and then slept in 
peace till moniit^. 

The mustei'-roll was called, and Reichard passed 
by means of his five cartridges. Towards nooa the 
oranmisHary departed,, and the soldiera withdrew to 
their camp. But the sun shone so intolerably hot that 
Reichanl's comrades repaired to the sutler's tent, 
whilst he himself remained sitting with a piece of dry 
bread in his hand, sick and fatigued with the exercise 
of the day. " Alas !" said he, " that I had but one 
ot all the ducats I have so lavishly and so foolishly ex- 
pended." And he had scarcely expressed this wish, 
when he found a blight new ducat in his left hand. 
A thought of the Mdndrake ioEtantly shot through his 
mind, and embittered the joy which he felt at the 
Hght of the golden ducat. At this moment hisccHn- 
rade who had sold him the cartridges came in haste 
into his tent. " Friend," said he, " the vial with the 
UtÜe black tumbler, the one you remember which I 
bought from you in the forest, is escaped from me, 
and I may perhaps have by accident given it you Im 
a cartridge, for I lapped it in paper and laid it am<»g 
my cartridges." Keichard looked carefully in hi« 
cartridge box, and in the first folded paper, he found 
the small vial. " Now that is well," said the stddier, 
" I would not willingly lose the thing, thoi^h it looks 
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ao disagreeaUe, for it seems to me U if it always 
brought me good luck. Tbel«, comrade, take back 
thy iaithii^, and give me the creature." Rei- 
ehard cheerMy granted his request and the aiMier 
letumed rejoicing to the Butter's tent. 

But the poor Reichard was very miserable since 
he had seen the Mandrake again ; nay, and had it 
in his hands, and carried it about with him. In every 
folding of the canvas he thought he saw it smiling at 
him, and that it might probably straugle him in bis 
deep. Although he was in want of refreshment, be 
threw away the ducat he had wished for, and as he 
thought the Mandrake might possibly conceal itself 
in his tent, he rushed out in the evening and sought 
a thick shady wood where he fell down exhausted 
wiäi fear and fatigue. " Alas," said he, " that I 
bad but a cantine with water to quench my thirst." 
And instantly a cantine with water stood by him. 
Fint after looking at it with much longing, he asked 
himself wheie the cantine could come from. The 
Mandrake then crossed his mind, and he anz- 
idusty felt in his pocket, and finding the vial there, he 
fell into a fit of terror and into a deep sleep. During 
his sleep he was visited . by the same horrible dreams 
as before, and the Mandrake seemed to grow lai^;er 
and longer, and to laiy itself grinning on his breast. IJe 
vas «bout to remoBSbate with it, as it did not now 
belong to him, but the Mandrake said with a hollow 
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kugh, " You bought me for a farthing and yon must 
sell me for somethiog less, else the bargaia is void." 

He then looked upwards with affiight and thought 
he saw ^ain tiie shadow retiring to the vial in Us 
pocket. Half bewildered he huried the vial down 
a precipice, but found it instantly again in his pocket. 
" Alas, alas," he cried, " once it was my joy and my 
treasure that it was always returned to me, out of the 
water or out of the deep ; now it is my torment, my 
eternal torment!" And he began to run through the 
dark wood, and struck himself against the trees and 
the stones, and heard at every step the vial rattliag in 
hJB pocket. 

At break of day he arrived at a beautiful cnhi- 
vated plain. He was very heavy at heart, and he 
b^ian to hope that all was nothii^ more than a cUbot' 
dered dream; and perhaps the vial in his pocket 
might be no more than a common one. He drew 
it out of his pocket and held it gainst the morn- 
ing sun, and there to his horror he saw the little 
black Satan dancing between him and the joytnl 
light, and stretching out its misformed arms towards 
him like a pair of tongs. He uttered a loud shriek 
and let it fall to Üie ground, but die next moment 
a^in heard it rattling in his pocket. His (mly 
chance now, was to procure a piece of money below 
the value of a farthing, but he enquired in vain, so 
that he began to lose all hope of selling the horriUe 
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dvrarf vho now soon threatened to become bU master. 
He would no longer aak any thing fioni the detestable 
little imp, and his anxiety deprived him of all exer- 
tion, so that he was obliged to b^ his way all through 
Italy. While he loolted so distracted, and moreover was 
always asking after half farthiags, every one took him 
for a madman, and called him the crazy half-farthing 
man, under which name he was known fai and wide. 

It is said that the kite sometimes pounces on the 
roe, and buries its talons in its neck, while the poor 
animal runs madly through the brakes stripling in 
vain to escape from its fiend-Uke enemy. So it hap- 
pened to poor Reichard with the satanic imp in his 
pocket, and as it would excite your compassion too 
strongly to relate all, his misery, I will say no more of 
his long and helpless flight, but tell what befell him 
after the lapse of several months. 

He had one day wandered to Üie side of a 
wild mountain, and seated himself sorrowful and si- 
lent by a little stream that pursued its course through 
the tangled brakes, and seemed to wish to soothe him 
by its gentle murmurs. Suddenly the tramp of a 
horse was heard on the adjoining rocks, and a tall, 
black, wild-looking horse, bearing on his back a man 
of g^antic figure in a blood-red gorgeous dress, ap- 
proached the place where Reichard sate. — " Why so 
sorrowful, friend," said the stranger, addressing the 
irretched and despairing youth, " one would sup- 
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pose thou vert a merchant and had bou^t some- 
thing at too high a price." 

" Too low, alas, on the contraiy," said Reichaid, 
with a feeble trembling voice. 

" So I believe," said the stranger, with a horrible 
lat^h ; " and have you ever such a thing as a Man- 
drake to sell ? or am I mistaken when I conjecture 
you to be the mad, half-farthing man V 

The young man scarcely dared to allow his assent 
to this question escape his pallid lips, expecting evay 
moment that the rider's cloak would expand with blood 
dropping wings, and ÜiaX his horse would turn into a 
bUck monster, snorting flames of fire, and bear him, 
a poor miserable wretch, to the mansions of eternal 
torment. 

But the rider said in a somewhat milder tone and 
with less horrible gesture, " I see for whom you take 
me, but be comforted, I am not that person. Ou 
the contrary, I may perhaps help yon out o( bis 
clutches, for I have now been seeking you for some 
days past in order to purchase your tittle imp from 
you. You have indeed unhappily given too little for 
it, and I myself am not acquainted with a coin of a 
lower denomination. But listen and attend to my 
words. On the other side of yonder mountaiq there 
dwell» a valiant young prince ; to-morrow momii^ 
I will send against him a horrid monster, as soon as 
I have separated him from his followers in the chase. 
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1 thou here till midnight, and depart just as 
the mooQ uppears uver yonder rock, and pursue thy 
way along th« dark ridge to the left, delay not, has- 
ten not, and thou sbalt come to the spot at the very 
moment when the wild beast has the prince under his 
claws. Attack the monster without fear and he will 
ßee, and straightway plunge into the sea ; then beg 
as a favor from the grateful prince that he will order 
Bome half-farthings to be coined for you, give me two 
in exchange, and for one of them will the little imp 
be mine." 

So spoke the grisly horseman, and without wait- 
ing for an answer, rode slowly off into the forest. 

jiut where shall I find thee, when I have got 
tne half-farthings," cried Reicbard after him. " At 
the Black Fountain," said the stranger: " any child 
can tell you where it is:" — and with measured and gi- 
gantic steps the swarthy steed departed with his dark 
master. 

He that has lost his all at play has nothing more 
to risk. Reichard, therefore, in bis despair resolved 
to follow the advice of the grim horseman. 

The night approached, and the red moon ap- 
peared over Üie pointed lock. The young man 
then arose, and proceeded along the cUff. He pur- 
sued his soUtary way in the dark, except that now 
and theq a moon-beam would glance through the 
cleft rocks. Reichard here felt no desire to loiter, 
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Bmd he could not hasten hia speed : he detenniaed 
to comply as far as in his power with the horseman's 
request, and resolved not to lose the thread which 
seemed to lead him to light and hope. 

After some hours the distant light of day began to 
Iwam on his dark path, and the fresh morning breeze 
fanned his face ; but just as he was ascending Iroin 
the deep path, and beginning to enjoy the sight of 
the forest and the blue waves of Üie sea that lay 
stretched out before him, he was alarmed by a dread- 
ful shrielc. Looking round he saw a young man in a 
hunter's dress, already under the fangs of an infiuiat- 
ed wild beast. Reichard's first impulse was to mo 
to rescue him, but when he looked at the monster 
-t^ain and saw that it resembled a horrible and furi- 
ous ape, and bore huge horns on its head, his courage 
forsook him, and he had nigh, in spite of the pitiaUe 
cries of the young man, hid himself again among the 
rocks ; but the words of the boiseman now occurred 
to his recollection, and animated by the fear of eter- 
nal perdition he ran and attacked the apish monster 
with his club. The beast had already clasped the 
hunter in its arms, and now threatened to gore him 
with its horns ; but when Reichard approached, be 
let his prey fall and ran off with a horrible gibbering, 
Reichard pursuing him, till he cast himself from a 
preciiHce into the 'sea and disappeared und« the 
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The yöting man now ran back m triiunph to' tiie 
rescued hunter,' who declared himself to be- the sove- 
reign prince of the country, and called his ^tectoT- 
avaliant hero, requestiag him to demand from him, 
as an acknowledgment, any thing in the wodd that it 
waa in his power to grant. '' ' 

" Are. you really in earneat,"aaid Reichard lejoicing, 
" and will you pledge your [aincely honour to grant my 
request?" ' 

' The prince confidently assured him that he 
would to the utmost of his means. 

" Then," said Reichard, with tears of joy, " then 
for the sake of heaven, coin me a pair of half-far- 
things." ; 

As the prince stood looking at him in amazement, 
some of his followers came up, to whom he related 
all that had happened, and one of whom immediately- 
recognized Reichard for the crazy half-fartfaing man, 
whom be had formerly seen. 

The prinCe now began to laugh, while the poof 
Reichaid clasped his knees in agony, imploring him 
to keep his word, as he should inevitably perish if he 
was denied the half-faithings. 

But the prince replied, stiU iaugfaing, " Arise, 
friend, I give you my princely word that I willihave 
as many half farthings coined as you can wish for. 
At the same time, if farthings of one-third value are 
as convenient, there needs no mint for them,for my 
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neighbours declare my feuthmgE are so li^t, that 
three of them generally pass far one or moie of 
aitother atate." 

'^ If that were absdutelyceitatn," — said Reichard, 



" At any rate," said the prince, " you will be the 
first that has found them too good: but, if that 
should ht^pen, I here give yon my solemn word to 
coin you worse, if that indeed be possible." 

And he forthwidi ordered one of his semmts to 
delivertoReichard a bushel of his farthings. Beichard 
ran, like one possessed, to the boideis and became 
wild with joy, when he foond in the first tavern on 
the road, that it was with grumbling and hesitatioa 
thai any one would exchange a common ßirthiag for 
the pnucely ones which he had selected for the ex- 
periment. 

He now enquired for the Blade Fountam, but the 
children in the tavern, who heard him, ran off in af- 
fr^lht. The host himself told him, not without 
shuddering, that this was a haunted spot, frequented 
by evil si^iits, and which few persons had ever seen, 
.but that he knew it welL The entrance was not lar 
distant, through acave, with two withered cyj»esses 
before it, and no one conld miss the way that ven- 
tured in ; from which God prevent him and all good 
ChristianB. 

Reicbaid now became very sorrowful again; bat 
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leBolTed to exttme hia courage for the last Üme, 
and K> cMMnenced bis way. The cave appealed 
bmibly dark, even at a distanoe ; the two cyptease» 
Memed withered through honor of the hideous gulf, 
yiiäch discorered, as Reichard approaahed, a wimder- 
ful stone ia its lap. He saw a nuinber of grint 
visages peeping out, some of which bore a reson- 
folance to the apish monster on the shore ; but when 
examined, they were merely oddly formed pieces of 
rock. The young man entered on his wscy with 
trembling. The Mandrake in his pocket felt heavier 
at every step, as if it would have drawn him back: 
but his courage on this account increased the more, 
as be well knew their different interests. At last the 
cave became so dark that he could distinguish no 
more of the horrid forms. He now felt his way care- 
fuUy, before him, with a staff, lest be should fall into 
some bidden abyss, but. he found nothing but soft 
moss under his feet; and if it had not been tor a 
strange whistling and croaking, he would have been 
exempt from all fear. 

At length he eme^ed, and found himself in a 
wild mountain basin. On one side he saw the huge 
grisly black steed of the horseman unharnessed, and 
standing with his head aloft, motionless, like some 
brazen colossal statue. Opposite there gushed a well 
Irom the rocka, in which the horseman was washing 
his head and hands. - But the evil stream was dark 
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as ink, and made every thing it touched as black a» 
itwlf; for when the gigantic 'figure turned towards 
Reichard, his hideous face was as black as a Moot's, 
which fonned a horrid contrast to his red dress. "Fear 
not,* young man, said the grisly figure, " this is one 
of the ceremonies I am oUtged to obserre to please 
the deril. Every Friday I am bound to wash myself 
here in contempt of him whom you call Creator ; and 
so to my sorrow when I require a new dress I must 
heighten the crimson of my coat with drops of iny 
own blood, and 'tis this indeed which gives it so rich 
a colour. Moreover I have bound myself, body and 
soul, in such a manner that 1 have no chance of es- 
cape; and what think you the niggardly miser gives? 
a hundred thousand gold pieces the year. With that 
I can never get free, and ^ish for that reason to pur- 
chase thy Mandrake. . And that 1 do to play the old 
curmudgeon a trick ; for he has my soul already, 
and so the little sataoic imp will return to hell, with- 
out gaining anything after his long service, which will 
make the old dragon mad with rage." And with this 
he laughed, that all the rocks resounded, and startled 
the huge black steed, that seemed hitherto motioa- 
less. 

"And now," said he, turning himself to Reichard, 
" have you brought your half- farthings, comrade !'* 

" No comrade of yours," retoited Reichard, half 
trembling, and half offended, opening his purse. 
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" Nay, do not give yourself airs," said the giant 
bargainer; who was it that aet the wild beast 
oa the princei and enabled you to conquer him ?" 

" All your sorcery went for nothing," said Rei- 
chard, and related how the prince was accustomed 
to coin not only half farthings, but even pieces of less 
value. 

The red man seemed angry at having thus given 
himself so much unnecessary trouble about the mon- 
ster. He then received three base farthings for. one 
good one, gave Reichard of one them, and received in 
exchange the httle black imp, which was very heavy 
as ' he was drawn out of his pocket ; - and lay gathered 
up dejected and melancholy at the bottom of the 
vial. The purchaser agom burst into a loud laugh, 
and exclaimed, " That will not at all help you now, 
master Satan — goldl gold! as much as my blade steed 
can walk under I" and immediately the giant's steed 
groaned under a huge burthen of gold. He then 
received his master on bis back, and walked away 
in the same manner that a fiy ascends the walls, 
straight up the steep rocks, but with such horriUe 
gestures and dislocations, that Relchard äed in all 
haste out pf the cavern to be rid of the sight. 

It was not until he had emerged on the other side 
of the mountain, and had nearly got out the jaws of 
the abyss, that a joyful feeling of his liberation first 
came over his spirits. He now felt a confidence in 
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Us beut that he had 'expiated his first great eiroiB, 
and that in üiture no Maiidiak.e could attach itidf to 
him. Helaj down on the green grass ftiTJ0Hf,ca?e8sM 
the floiren, and bade the sun a jayfal good morning. 
His mind now recovered its accustomed hilarity, but 
divested of his foimer haA passions and affectinie. 
And although he might with great jusüce boast ot 
having circumvented the devil, he never indulged in 
Biioh sdf praise. On tiie ccmtrary he devoted his 
renewed strength to hononible exertions, and attached 
himself to a pious and itepectable coune of Ufe, And 
in this he succeeded so well,ihat after some yean 
hard labom', he was esMUed to Ktnm to bis native 
country in the character of a sBbstantial mochant. 
He there took a wife and was accustoned in hia old 
age often to relate to his graudchildien and great 
grandchildren Öie tale of the Mandrake as a useful 
«ramiag to them. 
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" Shut the door, Marg«ry, my dear," said her old 
graodfether, " and bolt it too very carefully. Oui 
yoong ^ntlemea students are about to jubilate in the 
Streets to night, as neighbour Schwertfeger informs 
nie, and it may be better for quiet p«iple vho occupy 
the ground floor, like us, to l>e something upon ow 
guard. Meanwhile, I will look to the window shut- 
ters ; it is already getting quite daik, and it is high 
time to l^ht a candle." 

" But bow will our old lodger find his way in, then, 
-grandfather?" said the litüe maiden ; " you know he 
is still out among the |Hne trees, and wandering about 
the old heathen monuments and tombs." 

" Let him rummage there, as long as he pleases, 
child, we cannot hinder him. And he may please, 
likewise, to wait awhile before the door, when he 
comes ; for, to gay truth, I do not like his wayi at all, 
and I am sorry that I ever promisM. the profauoT, on 
taking the house, not to turn the strange lodger out 
of doors." 

" Oh, grandfather I it was surely hard enough 
upon poor Hr. Professor to be obliged to leave his 
nice family house, all owing to his wicked creditors ; 
and it vexes me to think of it. -Fw Mr. Professor 
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alwayi lo<^ so kind and pleasant, and not so old as 
the other profeasoTs; then he can tell so many fine 
storiesof by-gone times, which though they almost 
make one's hair stand on end, are veiy pretty to 
hear. And aa to the Mnmge lo^er, he is, periiaps, 
much better in his heart, than he someümes appears 

" Ma/ be so, child ; but I wish I had stayed in 
my own little house. Whenever I go past it, I feel 
a kind of sinking at my heart ; it was much plea- 
banter there." 

" Yet I think you used to complain and groan 
more there, than you do here, grand&ther." 

" How can you make that out, Margery? -You 
know I only removed just to [dease good Mr. Pro- 
fessor. I wish üom my heart be had continued to 
live here instead of ub ; at all events he would ban 
paid no house rent 1 yet he would not listen to the 
idea for a laoment ; but now, my dear, let ns think 
of the door! see that it is mad« quite fast 1" 

■ Little Margery did as her grandfather bade her; 
she turned the key three times ia the lock ; slipped 
the ' bolts- as far as they would go, and then both 
seated themselves with a feeling of quiet and security, 
snugly round their little hearth. - - - 

."Shall I go on reading where I left off, grao- 
gran?" said the pretty child with. a smile. . The good 
natured old man nodded assent,: at the same time 
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talÜDg but of faia portfolio, his lead pencil, paper and 
ruler, at bis accustorried hour, in order to draw de- 
signs, which he afterwards exhibited (m the instnic- 
üon of the young artizans, as headmaster of the 
joiners' trade. i 

For the same reason he kept but little company, 
living quite 'retired, attended only by a single maid 
servant, and his little granddaughter. ' ' ' < 

Shehad, by this time, seated herselfopposite to him, 
began to turn over the leaves of a, huge richly bound 
folio in parchment, and proceeded to read as follows : 

" And it likewise once happened in the 'famed, 
city of the sea, at Venice, that a gondolier, whose oc- 
cupation there is to row backwards and forwards in' 
boats, hung with, black, upon the canals, had taken: 
into his service a stranger, for his ,rower,.of uncom-. 
mon size and strength. Neither the gondolier, nor 
any one else, could learn whence the lusty varlet had 
last come, nor where was his native place. Some 
there were, more deeply read, who observing that this 
huge hireling was deprived of the use of speech, 
though be could drink well, and hail passengers po- 
litely enough, imagined that he must be some great 
animal metamorphosed through the wondrous power 
of some sorcerer into the human shape ; and that 
from his strength and docility, he was most likely 
formed out of an elephant. 

" Be that, however, as it may, the gondolier was 
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well Batisfied with hU journeyniBB, who, if he de- 
Touied a good deal of food, also went thraogh as 
much labour; and be ^oubkd bn head veiy litde 
with inqniring into his descent and coontry, leaving; 
all SQcfa conjectures to the solution of the learned. 

" In this |»Dceed)Qg, however, be «ndd not be 
justified, a> no Cbrigtiaa maater and htBacholder 
ought ta engage any serranta, whoye hiäi, good 
chaiaGtet, and «»duct a» not saficiently known to 
him, since he mnst Temun accowitable bodi to God 
and man for the demeanour of such domestics, cr 
other hired persons." 

Here the old man signed deeply, and leaned down 
his head, white with age, upon his hand. Haigoy 
stopped and looked at him with surprize. He then 
lecovered himself, and forcing a smile observed, 
" Well, my lore, read on ; I want nothing. I was 
only thtnkii^' how much better it had been, if — but 
go on, Margery, my dear." And Mar^ry thus pro- 
ceeded: 

" About the same period there happened to pass 
that way, a famous necromancer, who aj^lied to the 
said gondolier for three able-bodied boatmen, in order 
to make a long and quick passage by ni^t. The gon- 
dolier thought he was rendering him a great service 
by letting him have his dumb rower for one of the 
hands, which he calculated at the tat« of five othera. 
This he seeaned to shew by the speed with which his 
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gondola b^;ait to ^im the waves. . &at just at mid- 
night there was heard, from the vidnity of the route 
it was theu going, a most hideous uproar, in which the 
voice of the great sorcerer was most loud, and re- 
sounded (ai over Uie waters. A few of the boldest 
young men hastened with torches and arms towards 
the spot. Soon they saw the form of the hi^ rower 
conspicuous on the deck, engaged in sinking his own 
vessel, and stamping it deeper and deeper into the 
waves below ; al the same time he seemed to be 
playing at ball with the sorcerer, and at a single blow 
struck off his head, after which boat and boatman 
both sunk together into the deep. 

" On the following morning the shattered limbs 
of the necromancer were found scattered in different 
[daces, washed up by the waves. What appeared 
still more remarkable was, the discovery of a dead 
elephant lying, apparently drowned, upon the sea shore, 
a few miles distant from the city. But whence the 
strange monster could have been brought, or by what 
means, no one knew. 

" It was sunnised, however, by many, that the 
same necromancer had, by his infernal art, metamor- 
phosed the hug« animal into the human form, and 
employed it in this way, at Venice, for the purpose of 
«Secting some of his diabolical schemes. . That at 
this time he must for once have miscalculated the 
exact hour and planet under which be was operating ; 
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«od had unluckily, for himself, been deceived by the 
evil spirits, with whom be was .tampering, so that in 
ucending the goii<l<^, he did not even recofniae the 
enchanted I>eaat, as oflentimea indeed, happens to 
such practitioners in the black arts before attaining 
their end. Otheis agaiB wished to infer that the ma- 
gician had only assumed the strange ancient-looking 
fonn in which he appealed, and was in reality a very 
handsome young man, deeply- smitten with a juission 
for the lovely consort of the Doge. That moreover he 
had sent die huge elephantine rower before him, in 
order to assist in the abduction of the noble duchess, 
or at all events to stir up some wild insurrection in 
the city, and in the state council of the Republic, 
favourable to his views. As it has been stated, how- 
ever, he, in this instance, fell a victim t« his own 
-want of fbiestgfat in duecting the potency of his own 
fatal arts. 

" Hence we may learn 

Just at these words Ma^ry was interrupted by 
a tremendous bustle in the street. She cast ai 
anxious |^nce towards the windows, and at length 
whispered, " Ah, grandfather ; 1 fear the young gen- 
tlemen students are even more wild than usual 
to-day !" 

* It is only according to custom," said the old 
man with a smile; " and birds of <Hie feather will 
iock together, as the saying goes. So give no mois 
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heed to it, love, than to the blustering of a storm to- 
wards spring, and go on quietly with the book." ' ■ 
Margery was once more applying herself with all 
diligence to the «tact line and word, when suddenly 
-there came three such thiindering blows against the 
windowshutters, that the fine old.vellum book alipped 
out 'if her hand, and she hid her face in the cushion 
of the arm chair, which rattled, along with all the fur- 
niture in the room. 

But not so the worthy head master; for hastening 
close under the window, he exclaimed in the same 
strong clear tone in which he gave the word of com- 
mand, when serving k la militaire, in his youth ; 
" Who has the boldness to disturb a free citizen 
in. his own house ? Let the wanton young blade give 
his name from the outside, and we shall soon see if 
he be as valiant as be would make us believe. - As 
to this house, let him know it is the residence of 
Head Master Rhenfried— Philibert Rhenfried, Pre- 
sident of the Honourable Joiners' Company, belong' 
ing to this town and country; What say ye?" 

■ A low anxious wailing wag heard sn the outside, 
Tcry strongly distinguished through all tKe violent 
mirth and uproar of the collegians, and gradually 
dying away along with the same in the distance. 

- " What was that V enquired' both the grandfather 
and the child at the same moinent, with a look of 
surprize. 
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The students meanwhile made a fresh movement, 
and formed in a grand square in the mari<. T<Kches 
were seen waving in the air, mingled with no few 
«ndgels : and it is said that a number were observed 
to be sharpening theii hangera upon the stones. Ap- 
parently they had pronounced their pereat upon many 
an unlucky professor's pate ; and in particular upon 
his, who had so greatly wou little Mai^aret's regard. 
For though he was accustomed to banter in a (nendly 
way vrith some of these wild spirits of the gown, he 
was extremely bitter and unrelenting, in c&ses of ex* 
cessive wickedneaa and extravagance on their part, 
inasmuch that between the two, they hardly knew in 
which way to deal with him. However, they were in 
hopes, at least, of terrifying him out of the vexatious 
censorship, which he had assumed, and they weie 
the more emboldened by the efforts of a new colle- 
gian, named Marcellin, who had been residing during 
some weeks, while on a tour, in the town, and ingrati- 
ated himself extremely with the whole iratemity by 
his superior courage and dexterity. Though a good 
deal older than the usual run of them, he it was who 
schemed and executed the most mad and juvenile 
tricks, while at the same time he won equal admira- 
tion by his superior abilities and acquirements. He 
had also conceived a great dislike to poor Margery's 
favourite, the Professor Nordenholm ; hated to hear 
him named ; could never be prevailed upon to call on 
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him aa on the other profesadrs, and felt infinitely de- 
lighted at the idea, of beholding {he rod which was 
now hanging over him, descend, in teiTorein, upon 
hilt professional shoulders. 

Their «hole force marched forthwith until they 
formed a junction before the said Nordenholm'a 
' house; and there they set up a shout for Mareen. 
Marcellin I echoed horn a hundred voices, bnt it was 
in vain! no Marceilm made his appearance. 

At length he was seen sinking quite pale and 
breathless, with difficulty supporting himself apon 
his ^word-stick, out of the crowd about him. Some 
of the senior natives approached him with looks of 
eager and terrific . inquiry, while Üie light of theil 
Uitehös glared strangdy upon his livid and distorted 
features. " What !" cried he, scrunfully as they ga- 
Aered' round htm, " do you think this either weH 
bred or ri^t to dog me in so scandalous a stile to 
the very steps of a strange old master joiner, one 
whom I may not so much as call by name; and 
wotdd you delude me by maintaining that this is the 
family house of the hated Professor Nordenholm V 

" Of a truth," replied one of the students, in no 
good humoured tone, " the head master resides in 
Noidenholm's family house, but who, as you so out- 
rageously insist, has offered to dog your steps thither ; 
and, moreover, how happen yon to know any thing 
respecting Noidenbolm's residence? you who de- 
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tested to hear him named, and gave yourself no sort 
of concern about hi^ ! all this appears to me some- 
what strange." 

Marcellin's [^de took the alarm, but at the word 
strange, he seemed greatly confiised, and replied in 
a hurried, unconnected manner. This only plunged 
both parties deeper into the braw], and shortly, in his 
excessive choler, he challenged two of the natives to 
meet him with sword ' and pistols on the ensuing 

1 both sides, they separated 
and went in different directions without attempting to 
resume any of their former schemes, and without a 
single pereat executed on any professional head. 

Nordenbolm watched their retreat through his 
half-closed' windows barricadoed with huge tomes, 
and burst into bitter tai^hter, as he recalled to mind 
a similar convulsion, which was years, before fnllowed 
by the loss of his sweetest earthly enjoyments. 

Meanwhile' the head-master and Margaret had 
ceased to read, and were sitting nearer each other 
quite still and contemplative. 

" No, read no mote to-night, child," said tie old 
man, " the evening seems to have set in so strangely; 
and then the history 'you began to read was so very 
extraordinary, who knows but still more wild and 
absurd accounts may follow it; better bring your 
spinning-wheel to the table, and then if you should 
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ha^^ien to call to mind one of your prettieHt ditties 
BiD^ it for me, my dear." 

Maigery smiled and nodded her head, at the same 
tipie beginning to spin in right earnest, but no 
pretty song seemed to rise up in her trembling litde 
heart. She seemed rather to anticipate from her 
looks, though the streets were again quiet, that there 
vas yet something stiangely unusual and dismal in 
the approaching night that weighed heavier and 
heavier on her mind. Nor were her forebodings felt 
without reason, for just then they heard heavy foot- 
steps pacing backwards and forwards in the room 
above them, the same which was occupied by the old 
lodger who bad not yet returned home, and of which 
he always carried the key abijut faim, being extremely 
jealoQS of any one entering it in his absence. At 
times, too, they thought they heard a fearful sobbing, 
and sighing, almost like that of a man dying of great 
pain.. Maigaret raised up her hands, as if directing 
her grandfather to the spot, but said not a word, 
while be went and took down his old broad sword 
hanging on the wall, then prayed a few moments 
within himself, and lastly went towards the door. 

" Dearest grandfather, my own best grand-papa," 
whispered Ma^aret, " take me with you then ! for 
whatever terrible there may be, it cannot be half so 
agonizing as I should imagine, were I to be left here 
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in the little study by mysdf— all alone, with inch 
dreadful thoughts. Oh yes ; you must take me along 
with you r 

And after a few momenta, while the old man had 
been engaged in trimming the lamp for his lantboni, 
and putting out the candle which they were before 
baming, he motioned to the timid girl to accompany 
him, and lighted her on the way. But she clung fa^ 
to him, and they began to ascend the stairs t<^ther. 
As they proceeded up the narrow st(»ie steps, and 
along the creaking landing, they continued to hear 
more plainly the same strange moaning and wbimper- 
ii^ from the lodger's chamber. They were now 
standing before the door, and could perceire there 
was a light burning within, apparent though the key- 
hole. " In God's name," cried old master Rhen- 
fried, " what kind of being is within there, and in 
what manner engaged V 

The door ßew suddenly open, wide open, aiul 
" Hnzzabi halloh! who disturbs, who nifinghts me ?" 
was repeated from a voice within, so hoitibly wild 
and mad, that master Rhenfried involuntarily stej^ett 
back, and the child fell upon her knees, muttering 
her prayers behind him. 

In the middle of the chamber stood arrayed in a 
blood-red manüe, the strange lodger, and he trembled 
greatly. After a ^ort pause, he said in a low hollow 
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Toice, " See ! take your rent fm one half year. It ia 
upon the table ; there, take it away, for it f^ due the 
week before." 

" I shall not receire it to-day for all that," re^ 
plied the old master, witii a firmly recovered and 
determined tone of voice, " but I both will and mttet 
know what it is that bo dreadfully agitates you, and 
by what meam yon gained access into my fast- 
locked and bolted dwelling !" 

" What I moan, and vhat I sigh for," half 
sobbed and laughed the offended lodger, " Eh ! 
surely the sfnrits that haunt the gallows have a right 
to do that; and why not he who regularly and 
orderly pays for his own lod^ng ? How' did I gain 
access hesKi you say ?— !^ ! what kind of questions 
' are tliese ? — why, -the house door was standing wide 
open, when I came« upon my honour, I can assure 
you, nevertheless, that I remarked nothing else." 

" For all that," said master Rhenfried, " I have 
earnestly to entreat of you to leave these lodgings 
to-morrow morning, for truly I am not accustomed to 
lire with people whose doors fly off their hinges when 
they just approach them ; I will never live with them 
any more." 

'' But 1 do not haf^n to be of the same opi- 
nion," said tlie strange lodger, in a contemptuous 
tone, " I laugh at the idea of going out t you know 
you are bound over to the former landloid to aufier 
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me to lemain. So there is your rent, pick it up, it 
is all there." 

The old master, glancing sidewap at the glitter- 
' ii^ gold, obserred, " Hand to hand ; I can receive 
nothing 'from you besides ; f see yon have brought 
such curious old doubloons, all mari^ed Venice, and 
I know not what date they may bear. - I believe too 
I have said before-time that I am no- exchange 
broker, and have no dealings in strange obsolete 
coins, thoi^h I were to gain ten times the amount by 
them." 

" Here, however," cried the lodger, laughing, 
" are no Venetian doubloons. They are old Saxon 
gold coins, which your forefathers have been ac- 
quainted with these thousand years. And- if yon 
sottish folk no longer prize them, yet the former 
master here, the wonderfully wise Nordenhohn, may 
surely contrive to exchange them. Now pray leave 
me alone, or take what is due to you I" 

And as old master Rheufried was tunilng re- 
luctantly away, the strange lo^er slammed to the 
door with such violence as to blow out their l^;ht. 
Slowly and sad did the grandfather and danktet 
descend the stairs, and along the landing which 
sounded dismally to their footsteps, until they again 
reached the snug little study, and felt as if a buiden 
were suddenly removed fiom their mind. They 
Ughted and trimmed their lamp,- and master Rhen- 
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fried shouted aloud for the maid-servant, to go in' 
stautly with a message for Professor Nordeuholm, 
entreating him to come' thither without loss of time. 
Should he be gone to rest, he must nevertheless get 
up, and hasten as fast as possible to consider of some 
very important business. 

In a short while the professor made his appear- 
ance, pale and terrified. " You have sent for me on 
account of the lo<%er — is it not ?" be enquired in 
a low Toice : " my God I I might well think how it 
would bei hut let our pretty little Mai^aret go to 
bed. I have much strange matter for your private 
ear, and our conference may be prolonged far beyond 
midnight." 

The head master expressed his assent, and bade 
the servant go alcH^; with Mai^aret, and both retire to 
rest Margery lotted a little anxiously round her, 
but observing that her good old grandfather, as well as 
the professor, -was going to keep wateh, she thought 
it would be better to try and forget her fears in sleep, 
and, without a word, she bade them both a sweet 
good night. Soon she fell into a soft slumber, and 
lost all recollection of the fearful occunences of that 
dismal night : it had no longer power over her gentle 
spirit, for the smile that played upon her lips be- 
tokened innocent and angelic rest. 

Meanwhile the professor and master Rhenfried 
were in earnest communion together, seated near one 
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fmother at the littleTound table. After a long pause, 
the fonner in a low and fearful twie thus resumed the 
diicotirse: " I ought in the outset, my dear Rhen- 
fried, to remind yon of a great calamity which hap- 
pened to yon, thongh I' am also aware, that so ain- 
gulai a period of your excellent Ufe, should, if pos- 
fliUe, be wrapped in im imjfieuetfable veil of oblivion ; 
but it is all of no use now. I lored your lost 
danfhtra who disa[^>eared ten years ago, and if she 
did sot letum my afiection, th^e was a time when 
she seemed to receive it with a degree of sweet com- 
placency and friendship. The cause of the 'beloved 
gill's loss, so inexpressiUy bitter to my feelings, 
remains still as unaccountable to me as I suppose it 
yet does to you," 

The old man made a sign for him to say no more, 
and seemed to be absorbed in deep meditation within 
himself. At length he said, " No ! that dreadful 
occurrence is not such a complete mystery as you 
seem to think, though more severely felt, my dear sir, 
than any similar affliction that perhaps ever befell me. 
Yet, when I take all into consideration — your known 
int^ity ; your present sincerity ; your kind attach- 
ment to my grand-daughter, and the confidence she 
seems to feel in you ; I feel 1 can no longer withhold 
mine ; I feel that you fully merit it, and I will state 
every circnmstance I know relating to the fate of ray 
poor unfortunate girl. 



;,. Google 



LA MOTTE FOUQu£. 383 

" It may now be rather moie than twelve years 
ago when there came to my house, where till then I 
hadjreaided so quietly and pleasantly witli my little 
giris;— there came, 1 say, one day, a handsome 
young man who expressed a wish to see my woilt- 
^lop, and after examining my models, &c. very 
attentively, he b^;&n to talk about an apprenticeship. 
As you may imagine, I at first treated the matter as 
mere jest, and then rejected it as a piece of uncalled 
for mockery on his part, warmly entreating him not 
to think of amusing himself at my expense. Still 
the young gentleman insisted he intended neither 
jest nor insult ; he was much attached to turning and 
joiners' work of dl kinds, and he had resolved to be- 
come acquainted with it In all its branches thoroughly, 
and upon priacii^e, under the care and instructions 
of a dulful master. He thea hoped he had suc- 
ceeded, and he was resolved, vtth my permission, 
never to relinquish his design, until he had made 
himself fairly master of all that it was in my power to 
. teach. Like a madman, as 1 was, I gave my con- 
sent, tbot^h I knew Uterally nothing either who he 
was, or whence he came ; not even whether ha had 
any testimonials with him. I shewed him every 
thing m my shop ; drew up an agreement, as if the 
devil possessed me, and called him at his own re- 
quent, by the name of Ludibert Wendelstem." 

" Ludibertl" said Nffrdenholm mournfully, — 
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" Alas, there is a Ludibert occurs, likewise, in my 
ojtni history, fiut go on ! go on 1 Dear master. Was 
be then, the man who deprived yoa of your angelic 
daughter ?" 

" He ! he I do other on earth !" replied the old 
man ; his face growing darker and darker as he spoke. 
'■ Right «ell did the cunning seducer know bow to 
apply himself to my noble art ; never had I an ap- 
prentice half so skilful, for he possessed fine talents, 
and in more braitches than one. He could play ü>e 
flute beautifully, and could sing as well; while with' 
his rapier he was a perfect master." 

Nordenholm earnestly signified his. assent, and . 
the old man continued, without noticing it. 

" During our leisure hours he amuseifhimself with 
instructing the rest of the apprentices and their com- 
panions in the noble science of defence, and hav-' 
ing myself been a soldier, fond of the sword exercise, 
it afforded roe no slight pleasure to witness their feats 
with the ^foil. On all occasions the young master 
exhibited the greatest poUteness and good breeding 
in his conduct, and daily established himself more 
firmly in my good graces. This continued for the 
space of two years ; ' when suddenly the scales fell 
from ray deluded eyes,- and I stood lost in astonish- 
ment and dismay. 'The young students had engaged 
in a similar piece of work to that we have witness- 
ed this evening ; and one of those who returned no 
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mwe Ütat nigbt to supper, and was never afterwards 
seen, was Ludibert Wendelstem. On the ensuing; 
morning I found a paper lying in my daughter Agnes' 
chamber, but she was gone — gone for eyer." 

The old man here rose, and unlocking a small 
cupboard, took out two letters which he handed to 
the Professor, who recognizing the hand of his beloved 
Agnes, began to read, though almost blinded by the 
tears that came into his eyes. 

" A happy destiny calls me away Irom you, my 
dear father ; but I know you would never have yield- 
ed me your consent. Farewell, then, and take com- 
fort ; for I feel quite assured we shall soon meet again, 
when you will congratulate me a thousand, thousand 
times on the happiness which will soon be miae." 

" That," said the old master, " was indeed a poor 
prophecy," and he drew his hand across his eyes, as 
if in pain : " she was far too confident, and that ever 
brings failure and disappointment along with it, for 
wretched mortals such as we are. There is only one 
thing certain, but that is quite certain; wherefore the 
Lord be praised." 

He took hb cap from his reverend white head, 
held it between his folded hands, and prayed withia 
himself. Afterwards be continued, with more cheerful 
resignatif») : — " During four years T could learn no- 
thinf regarding her ; but at the ez{äration of that 
period, one fine morning, an iaßtntof about four yea» 
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M was fouikl wrapped delicately up, and laid at n^ 
door. It WM Haigorel, and the fbUowin^ note waa 
foond attached to its arm ; vbidt I wiU endeavour to 
read to you : 

" I have been lawfully united at the altai with my 
beloved Ludibert ; and the sweet pledge rf our «flec- 
tion which I herewith conunit to your care, was, 1 
assuie yo«, by all that is holy, hon in honorable wed- 
lock. If you would not wish to ourse, and to kill 
me, 1 beseech you to preserve the dear infent for me, 
until I come to claim her; till when her enttoKe 
muit remain a mystery. My noble consort maintakis 
mein great wealth and 'splendor; yet, oh, beet and 
decu«st father, you cannot believe what abundance of 
wishful tears I shed — what sighs I pour, once more 
to cross our sweet home's threshold ; and which I am 
fondly trusting soon to do. Oh, think often of yoar 
absent, but faithfal, fondly-loving, 

" Agnes." 

" In the basket that contained the child waa a 
luge sum of gold and ulver, with precious stones. 
This, however, I deposited as the subscr^oa of 
some stranger for the use of St. Ursula's hospital. 
But I deliberated not a moment in announciBg 
that the young child was my grand-daughter, the 
offspring of the marriage of my daughter with the 
strainer. And now, Qod be praised, our good city is 
pkased to ^ve full credit to any assertion from the 
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Ups of head-nuuUer Philibert Rhenlried : so far my 
good name helped me, and I trouUed myself no far- 
tlker with any needless inquiries. So at all events, 
my poor Agnes has not been the occasiou of adding 
the un of lying to the account of her aged father's 
wul. I have brought up her little girl to the best of 
my knowledge of what is good and right, and so by 
Heaven's mercy ^e has gone on improving, donbt- 
lesB midvc its wise dispensations, to the fulfilment of 
God's purposes here below." 

Nordenholm here pressed the old man's hand ; and 
leaning down his bead, 'wept bitterly. After a long 
sad pause he then said : " Alas, my good master, I 
see how much you suffer, but your suffi'rings are not 
'faaifaed with the Btingsof guilt; tihererore do you bear 
them freely and bc^dly. Bat woe alas ! I feel no 
sweet confidence in the same freedom. I hare my 
misgivings, diough I have nothing dreadfiil to re- 
{Koach myself with. There is sometiiing weighs at 
my heart, which seems to grow heavier and heavier 
as the night [ouceeds. 

" The cause of this first arose on occasion of the 
fore-meationed festival, wh«t I was young and happy, 
alas, doubly happy, for I then flattered myself with 
delightfiil hopes of winning your daughter's love ; — 
. and came along with other students to enjoy our- 
selves here. 

" AAeroui rounds, we held jubilee in a grand de- 
ctHated bsi\, where we «eie joined by a mask array- 
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ed in very ipleodid af^iare). We had tmce, and od^ 
ooce, before observed the BBme man make his appear- 
ance, and conduded tbat be «as one of our merry 
company vho had loine especial piece of mirth a 
view, 'fhis time tlie unluiown made his obräance, 
and with very humble voice, petitioned for leave to 
propose a question for the considerauon of our so* 
ciety. Receiving our unanimous consent, he b^an ; 
— ' It is a questioD of honor and of duty; — whether a 
lover have a right to carry off his beloved when he is 
persuaded tbat he can maintain faer in all due and 
lawful honor and worthiness ; and is equally penuad- 
ed that her happiness and hisown can be accom[^sbed 
by no other means.' He paused; and the voices on 
both sides rose loud on the ear ; though most were 
perceptibly in favor of a mad assent to such a propo- 
sition ; many of the students being pretty well heated 
with wine, and full of adventurous spirit, eager tta 
exploits. I, even It good master; joined in the wild 
and wicked votes that carried the question; but it 
was the first truly blameable act of my [life. Even 
now within this last half hour, I have heard from 
your own Itps, how very lamentably I may have. as- 
sisted, by juch a vote, by supporting such a proposal, 
in striking at piy own sweetest bopes of happiness on 
earth." 

He hid his face in his bands, and was silent. The 
M master laid bis hand gently upof his bowed head, 
aod while he [ffououn^ed Ms forgiveness, also gave 
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Ua Ueasiag : his repentance wa> enough. Noideii- 
hiolm th^i rose vith renewed hope' and atrength, and 
lima cdittinued ; 

" It seemed, at the same ntomeDt, as if 1 was 
earned away by a strange impulse of wilful rioting 
and folly, quite forei^ to my usual calm and mode- 
rate feelings of enjoyment on such occasions. It ap- 
peared as if I no longer recognized myself; I wished 
to be fbrentost ia the mad careev we were pursuing, 
every where ambitious to give a spur to the follies of 
the hour ; and in all companies striving to lead the 
revels, ia Hinging, dancing, drinking or rioting. 
Shortly I heard reports that the stranger was exerting 
himself very strenuously among our colleagues to ob- 
tain some of tht most bold and adventurous hands 
for the purpose of cairying into eäect the identical 
ex^oit which had gained our unanimous applause ; 
«fid that he spared no powers of oratory, no in- 
fluence, to gain his point. My rude and boisterous 
mirth seemed to offend his more genteel and delicate 
^»earing ; and soon we had words together. Then 
he tore the ma^ from his face, and we beheld a per- 
fectly strange, but beautiful youth, with a smile of 

ecorn vpon hie features, whicb could not, however, 
impair their noble symmetry Euid lively expression. 
' My name is Ludibert ;' he cried, approaching me 

nearer, < for that of my famUy, it is noble, princely ; 
■ bvi I shall not .mention it to you. Enough that I 
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now citff you to appeac and decide out d^sieoceü^ 
honorable combat : eaough thai I so far coiw^wend.' 

" The challenge was as quickly receivied ; eT^ 
thing waa prepared; I met him wi^h perfect ease 
and confidence ; for I waH the unrivalled mauler of 
our ring, and stripped to oi|r shi^ with single racers, 
we set to. Almost at the first pass, I was over- 
powered by the irresistible vigor of my rival's am : 
I conld not even stand my guard ; but waft in- 
stantly struck Bensele«s and bleeding to the ground ; 
a part of his weapon sticking in my breast. 

" Many weeks afterwfurds, on my first retum of 
consciousness, my first Jnquiiies were respecting 
Agnes, and the tale of her abduction then saluted my 
ears. ^c<^nld learn nothing of the tiiof: sioifhax, 
while my ideas on the subject were so mingled mdi 
the oocurreacea of that dreadfitl ni^t, that I could 
only feel remorse for the mad disposition which I had 
indu^;ed, aa/i_ confess mys^ unworthy of the ht^i^- 
nesa wbich once appeared in store for me. 

" Yet alas, good sir, my cup was not yet full. 
There was a favorite subject, I don't mu<^ Uke4o 
m^ition, which I oas» iwrsued for the sake of poeti- 
cal emb^llishmeat— the research aßer strai^^ old 
charms, and other nu^cal iufluences ; and this, my 
despair respectbg the fate of Agnes, now led me to 
employ, for the purpose of discovering whither the be- 
loved girl had disappeared. Ah, my worthy master ; 
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fix not your eye so sternly, bo reproachfiiUy upOn me, 
much less tum away your sympathy from \aj sorrowB ; 
ftff know, God be praised, I havq never either de- 
nied or misapplied what is holy by any instigatioa or 
punuit of mine." At the-same time he Btietehed out 
hia right hand in token of such asBurance, which the 
good master with a look of ciHnpasfiion accepted And 
motioned td him to proceed ; as he did in the follow- 
ing wMds : — 

" I knew that it has been conceded possiU« 
through a fit conjunction of times and cui;uinstaiices, 
K to fabricate a magical mirror, that it shall retain 
the moon's beams in such a manner, as to i)shil»t by 
aea«t reflexion on the surface, every thing that passes 
upon the earth's sphere in succession, according as 
such magic mirror shall be directed and appUed. This 
wooderfal piece of mechanism I succeeded with in- 
finite labour and great expence in procuring ; and 
once in the garden of this your, but formerly my 
house, I b^an, when the moon was shining dear is 
the heavens, and at the fitU, about the eleventh hour 
of night, to try my secret experiment. That my own 
apparition would be seen, in caae my image fell upoB 
my glass ; seen even from the fartheat comer of the 
earth, I was well aware ; but my whole soul was so 
intent upon learning the fate and residence of Agnes, 
that I could dwell iqx>n nothing else. 

" It now leeiDed iu if some assistant being wer« 
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dmctiDg my hand in the motions of the minor, which 
rortimatdy had been placed aright. At firat only 
small straage forms cast their leflexioDS over üxe sur' 
face of the mirror ; when at length. In the diiection 
of the south, there arose one so enchantingly sweet 
and lovely before my eyes I— Oh my good master I 
father! she sat looking so beautiful and angelic, amidst 
the-blooming orange bowers, in, the aoft moonlight 
which ^ed its beams upon the lofty pines H^ 
crowned the'heights above—" 

" I see your eyes sparkle with delight;" inter- 
mpted the old man, in a tone of displeasure ; " you 
ought rather to take shame and sorrow to yonndf, 
for hariog dared to dabble in any forbidden species 
of witchcraft, than to display the least feeling of 
exultation. Let me hear you describe what follows, 
with a becoming degree of seriousness and regret;— 
what farther appeared?" 

With the humility of a repentant offender, the Pro- 
fessor cast his eyes upon the ground, and in a lower 
tone said, " It was, indeed, Agnes 1 she was splen- 
didly attired, and was again seen walking by moon- 
light, leaning on Ludibert's arm. I concealed my 
features cautiously, at a distance, to {ffevent them 
from falling upon the mirror. Next, you yourself. Sir, 
suddenly appeared in the garden ; and on the mirror's 
surface the pale and sorrowful cast of your features 
was plainly visiUe. Seized with alarm, lest you too 



;,. Google 



LA MOTTE TOVQvk, 393 

should catch sight of Agnes, I ran to the glass, be- 
held my own distorted features reflected there ; and 
hursting into a thousemd fragments the wonderful in- 
strument fell from my tterahling grasp." 

" I know it all, as well as if it haf^ned to day," 
said the white-headed Rhenfried ; " yet amidst all 
the images that floated before niy eyes I could dis- 
tingaish no one; clouds of heart-spnmg tears con- 
cealed them from view. For at that time 1 had not 
fully resigned myself to the will of God : I lay weep- 
ing upon my bed, but suddenly I heard a light whis- 
pering as if it had said in my ear, ' Rise, unhappy 
father; in Nordenholm's house it is known what is 
become of thy daughter.' I obeyed, and doubtless 
it was no good spirit, which had so whispered me in 
my chamber. Then when I came and found you la- 
bouring under such excessive terror, you know well 
that I retired without speaking a single word, and 
never more alluded to the appalling and mysterious 
subject. Long aft^waids, howev», a heavy weight 
seemed to oppress my soul ; from which you may 
learn, my poor deluded friend, how very critical and 
dangerous a pursuit it is, that can involve in its for- 
bidden operations even the peace of the innocent, 
who would willingly resist its incantations to their 
lest breath." 

Meanwhile they again began to hear the voice of 
the strange lodger above stairs, minted with sobs 
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mm! ai^>, and «Ud fierce laughter, erm louder than 
before. 

" Good Ood I" cried the Profet«» In much alarm ; 
— " guppcse the horrid nwet were to awaltep the 
child 1" Already be had raised hia band with threat- 
uüng geitoie towards the room abore; when io' 
stantly cheekiD^; himielft he tank down upon his 
knees and said : " Help ! help me to pray I good mas- 
ter; that will avail us much, better here." Both 
then prayed, aikd all grew still I 

When they had again seated themselves at the 
taUe, the (dd master first spoke : 

" Assuredly, Mr. ProfeBst», you must have dis- 
torbed my mind by some other means, besides those 
used with the magical mirror. You had better at 
once speak boldly out, and confess bow it is that this 
strange unhappy lodgu continues here; he is in 
some way connected witli your {voceedings/' 

" So indeed it is," repUed Nordenholm. " For 
hanng learned that my Agnes was to be sought for 
somewhere in the south, I instantly collected the 
scattered remnants of my fortune, in coder to seek 
hei in those parts. The better to further my views, 
and gain access to varioua classes of society 1 as- 
sumed the title of Doctor and Professor. While I 
was absent, you were presented with little Ma^aret 
«bom you found at your own door, but it was my 
fate alas, to encounter many leia fair and pleasing 
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aigbts, cruel and fiightful adventures, which bore me, 
like a whirlpool, into the gulf. 

" I had journeyed as far es the city of Venice. 
There I heard menüon of a certaia sorcerer, who 
knew how to unravel all mysteries upon earth, and a« 
I found all my inquiries after my lost Agnes vexa 
fnikleis, I farmed an acquaintance with him ; and he 
is tlie very same, strange being, whom we just tww 
heard crying out and lamentjngoverourhead. Oncoat 
suiting him he declared that he must have some fixed 
abode, when he m^ht prepare his conjurations, and 
that having first provided him with a floor in my own 
bouse, he would attend to my wishes. When he got 
possession, however, he did not keep his word ; pre- 
tending that the image of Agnes appeared only djaüj 
floating before bis eyes. Moreover, I beard it cur- 
rently reported ^^ Venice that this was merely th« 
apparition of a real sorcerer, who had flourished cen- 
turies ago, and owing to B<mie want of foresight in 
his art had fallen a sudden victim ; and never since 
been enabled to enjoy the least repose." 

" Just Heavens ! that I feared," exclaimed BJien- 
fried. " Margaret has this very evening i«ad me his 
dreadful history aloud I Come what may, however, 
no time is to be lost ; we must rid the house of him, 
at all events." As he had said tbis, the old mastei 
proceeded once more to trim his lauthoni ; toc^ hi« 
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good BwOTd under hU ann, and strode boldly ont of 
the room. Nordenholm ventured not to oppose him, 
tmt followed at a distance trembling with doubt and 
terror, up the steps and along the sounding staircase 
until they reached the strange lodger's room. 

The grey-headed host knocked smartly at the 
door ; it began to open very slowly, but not as if 
moved by a human hand ; for the fearfnl guest was 
seated quite at the other end of the chamber, upon 
the ground, wrapped in a red mantle ; several house- 
hold implements scattered round him, and a dull blue 
fire flickering and casting its fi^l shadows upon the 
(qiposite wallH. 

The strange lodger cast a keen glance at the in- 
truders, with a smile of scorn upon bis hps ; and as 
they continued to gaze upon him, more fierce and 
fiery glances shot from his hollow eyes. 

" Give yourselves no trouble ;" he shouted in a 
hoUow voice ; " I well know your ol^ect, and what 
you want here ; but nothing will come of it, at least 
during yonr lives ; and it is a question even whether 
Master Pbilibert's grand-children will make me quit. 
For I am of a very tenacious nature, and apt to tarry 
long at a place." 

The Professor here sighed deeply ftom the bot- 
tom of his soul. The Red Mantle tried to force a 
lau^, but' in this he could not rif^tly succeed ; 
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tiiough he S(ud in triumph; " One of you, I well 
know, is burdened with heavy thoughts. Of that at 
least I am certain 1" 

" Foi me," replied old master Philibert, very 
calmly, — " for me, I feel still more certain that I am 
not the person. Yeat and I know something yet 
more ; that you will not venture to stay in t^is house 
another quarter of an hour ; for Iherehy conjure yon, 
in pure and lively faith, wiüi tlie fear of Qod before 
my eyes, confiding in him only, to depart from hence 
out of this house, and never to cross its threshold 
more. What is more, you shall decamp forthwith, se- 
credy and quietly, without offering to disturb a single 
phristian soul within these walls, without any knock- 
ing, rumbling, or roaring of any kind. Now! — avaunt! 
— are you going ? or will you have me appeal to more 
strong and terrible adjurations, in the name of the 
Lord. Will you wait, and me your folly, or be 
gone?" At these" last words, with quick, horriUe 
and threatening gestures, the lodger gathered up bis 
strange fui-niture and hiding them under his red man- 
tle, he hastened towards the door, fiercely murmur- 
ing as he went by, " Thou cuiming old Professor— 
thou arch deceiver — nota word in my defence, against 
that savage greybeard ; dumb viUtun as thou art ! I 
will away from Üiese walls— but then' what woe— what 
woe— yet — yet" 

His voice contiaued to utter this, close in theii 
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esn, »ha he hiauelf had dini^ieaTed. With the 
caieüll eye of a [xvdent houadioldeTaiid fothei, ma» 
tei Rhenfried, examined all parts (tf the room with 
hisIaDthorg, in orderto aaceitain that oothiug of an 
unhallowed or diabolical kind had been left in the 
haunted room. He could discover nothing, except 
that upon the httle table there leauuoed the same old 
ffi3d cam, counted out in pB^neut of the sttange 
lodger's nnt. 

" Hem 1" said the master, thinlcing awhile to 
htmaelf, " an honest ghost in his wa; ; yet I must not 
TCBtuie to take poBSession of it; though, again it is 
doubtless a God-send, iriiich ou^ht not to be hniwd 
without turning to iise, nor misapplied; — I will 
cwrey it then to St. Uravda's Ho^tal. Morning is 
fdieadf glinunering through the wioiow-shutterB ; 1 
think we wUl awaken little Margaret, and take her 
along with us, for the child is always eager, and even 
quite fond of walking that way ; none so pleasant, 
ahe thinks, when I go along with her." 

Very soon, then, the Professor and master Rhen- 
ttieä. were proceeding on their rout^ conducting the 
|»etty Margery carefully between them, along the 
beautiAd avenue of lime trees which leads with geotl« 
ascent to the front of the Hoipital. The little girl 
laughed and jested in so artless and engaging a man- 
ner, as to lighten up the sad contemfdative features 
of her GompaiuCHis wijth occwioaal.Upiles. They met 
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one of the wraneD of Üie establiBbment, and clasping 
her little hands, Margery addressed her in the most 
friendly voice : — "Ah, lady Sibyl I ah, lady Sibyl I thon 
that art wtmt to Ining me idways such sweet fruit, 
and get'st nothing but a pat on the cheek in return. 
Good morning, a very good momiiig, lady Sibyl." 

Just at that moment was beard a confused up- 
loat on the opposite aide to wtiere they stood, and a 
group of students made their appearance carrying a 
bier, apparenüy with some wounded person, to geek 
assistance at the hos[Htal. Lady Sibylla, at this sight, 
breaking loose &om the child, hastened to ber post ; 
the two friends fdlowed her thougbtfiilly, while Mar- 
gery hid herself anxiously behind a rose bush. 

The bier was now laid down, the students gathered 
round in a circle, while the woman began cautiously 
to examine the person's wounds. They all made 
way, however, for the Professor and Master Rfaen- 
fned with marks of great respect, and one of them 
b^an to whisper them how the strange student, 
Marcellin, bad engaged with and disarmed one of the 
senior students, and then confessed the injustice of 
which he had been guilty oa the previous evening, 
upon which a complete reconciliation took place. 
" So it might have been, likewise, with the second 
duel," continued the leiater, " or at least nothing 
fatal would perhaps have happened ; when suddenly 
•—no one knsw whence — am old stfaogo looking man 
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dad in a red m&ntle stood in the midst of us all, 
munnuring aome anJDtelligible words, and looking 
higidy displeased at ns. The combataDts seemed to 
fight more and more furiously. In a moment the 
stranger stooping down, filled his hands with sand 
which he cast repeatedly with the speed of tight in 
thick clouds between the liTals, at the same time loudly 
latighing, ' Hail to you, old master 1 well a day 1 have 
I played you a trick ? now for Venice ; now thoa 
hast got it well— woe — woel' 

" We heard him say these words, though he was 
gone, nobody seemed to know how. Lost in astmiish- 
ment, we at length turned our eyes to the duellists 
who both lay bleeding upon the ground ; the senior 
was dead, and Marcellin we have here brought along 
with us in the situation you see. Their seconds hav« 
made their escape : and we, though less guilty, are 
come forward willingly to deliver ourselves up to 
whatever punishment may l>e thought due. No, we 
did not leave him helpless upon the ground." 

The Professor and Rhenfried, not without evident 
reluctance and shuddering, drew nigh the bier; 
pale and bloody, Marcellin raised himself up; he 
knew Nfudenholm; moaned, and then exclaimed in 
rage, " Thou black sorcerer — abandoned sorcerer— 
I swore to do it— 1 saw thy hatefiil visage when you 
conjured up the image of my sweet wife's &ther, all 
sorrowfiil and bathed in tears. Then sat she in her 
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orange bower, near Naples — m the soft moonshine-^ 
know you it — know you Jt well ? In an agony of 
remorse she turned away from me, and thenceforth 
our bonds of lore were broken asunder .... Nay, I 
have never since once beheld her any where on this 
wide and desolate earth. Then hastened I hither, 
to hare my revenge on thee: and here I must sadly 
die- And yet now were all obstacles overcome ; and 
the sweet saiot were again mine-^the partner of my 
ducal power and splendour — she, for whose sake 
I became a vile apprentice — and God knows what 
worse— yea, 1 had led her home — had her mine own 
in all die pride of love and splendour .... But now 
she is far away, and I am dying — dying, another and 
another victim of thy hateful infernal arts." 

A murmur was heard among the students, " The 
fever is mounting into his head ;" others, however, 
were more doubtful, and hazarded a variety of con- 
flicting conjectures. Master Rheafried looked round 
him with a free and friendly air ; he then took his 
cap off his fine grey head, and spoke in a clear but 
mild tone, " To the very respectable young students, 
and any other spectators who may wish to put ques- 
tioDS on this afiair, 1 hei« stake my hfe and honor, 
that professor Nordwiholm is wholly innocent of 
causing this young man's death." 

llie murmurs became still, all moved respectfully 
in token of assent to the worthy old man, and they 
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began to advance excuses, and canvaas the professiur'a 
conduct in a more favourable manner. He btmself, 
honevei, appeared uuconscious of what was passing 
around him, he stood the very picture of grief, tlie 
hot bitter tears coursing each other down his cheeks. 
, Master Rhenfried meanwhile bent over the dying 
man, and with gentle firmness said, " You will soon 
af^tear in the presence of the great Ood, my dear 
sir, and now you see before you the face of that man 
wh<un you have the most deeply betrayed and in- 
jured, even deprived of his last sweetest hopes on 
eaith. But God be praised — I know, I confess. Him 
who purchased ua with his blood; bore all oui sins, 
and has paid the price even for yours. So take 
comfort, dear sir, I foi^ve you from the boUom of 
my Mul, and if you depart with iedinga of recoo- 
cillation and r^pret, be assured you mil likewise meet 
with still greater compassion — pardon — blessed peace, 
in that better state to which you are now fast hast- 
ening. With whatever evil, deceit, and falsehood, 
Ludibert, you so vilely assumed the name of Wen- 
delstem on earth, I do confidently predict that for 
this your sorrow and ruth, you shall yet retain your 
name, and becorqe a fair bright star (stem) in Heaven, 
high above all your earthly pomp and state ; in a 
sphere where &iead and enemy may unite in the en- 
joyment of the same heavenly blessedness and de~ 
lig^te. Go, take thy rest then, dear Ludibert, with 
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a meek and reconciled spirit, in holy hope, in lively 
assurance, that thwu shall wake 'mid the light of a 
brighter and happier mom," 

The supposed Maroellin, now the unhappy Ludi- 
bert, stretched fgrth his hands to the good ma«ter, 
and mildly tuntiog his eyes to the spot where stood 
the late hated NorUeohchn, a fnendly smile played 
upon his featuiss ; he pressed his hand, bowed down 
his head upon it, and died- 

Now, too, it was first observed, that thp female 
attendant had Mien into a swowi by the side of the 
bier. The M man gently raised up hei head, and 
held ha until she came to herself; when, refusing 
all farther assistance, with fee.ble st«p, and drawing 
her hood and cloak closer around her, she proceeded 
towards the hospital. The student« again raised the 
biei, and in perfect silence bca'e the deceased dowly 
along towards an ancient half-4ilapidated church at 
a short distance; while Nordenholm not a little 
consoled after seeing Ludibert's happy departni«, 
with his ubbbI pcon^tuess and decision pointed out 
to them, in few words, when they had laid down the 
bier at the church door, all that was necessary to be 
observed on such an occasion, and how they might 
best clear up their conduct by shunning not, and by 
disguising nothing from the civil power. 

The students bowmg respectfully and returning 
their unanimous thanks, while they at the same time 
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coadoled with him, tiien took their leave, shew- 
ing by the Borrow of their countenaaces, how ^ronch 
their hearts were amended. 

Meanwhile the spital woman had beclconed the 
aged RhenAied to accompany her, and stopped as 
she was entering the hospital under the vaulted 
entrance, where she began to enter into earnest 
discourse with him. Seeing the professor approach- 
ing, the old master beckoned to him, and said, 
" Here, friend, this good woman wishes to communi- 
cate Bomethii^ to us ; let us hear her !" 

She then threw back her veil and hood, and there 
stood before tbem (he loi^-lost and lamented Agnes ; 
saintly pale, indeed, and bearing the traces of 
deep snffeiingi but whose features were not to be 
mistaken bj the eye of a father, and of a lover. In 
the same serious and bfty frame of mind, produced 
by what had so recently happened, all three seemed 
now to regard earthly sorrows and euthly wishes 
with a spirit of serene and cheerful patience, and 
whatever the future m^ht have in store for them, 
either to part with or bear, they were already pre- 
pared for, and saw as it were approaching along the 
.vista of coming years. 

liittk Maigaret who had laid herself to sleep 
beside the rose tree, overpowered with the last n^t's 
anxieties and fatigue, now came skipping towards 
them, and {^yMly caiesiiog the weeping Agnes, 
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said, " How beautiful you look tbis morniDg, deai 
lady Sibylla, now you have thrown aside your black 
cap and hood, but you must not cry — women never 
dry!" But her delight knew no bounds when she 
learned that the lady was going home to live with her, 
and was to have the room pf the strange old lodger 
for her own, who was never coming back any more. 

This, too, she found to be alt true; she was quite 
enraptured at the change, and under the debcate and 
incessant guardian^ip and attentions lavished upon 
her by the three friends, pretty Margery grew and 
flouriahcd, until she bloomed in full beauty, one of 
the most fair and lovely flowera in the rich garland 
of Germany's gentle women. 
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